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Town  Officers— 1917. 


Selectmen 


FRANK  G. 


H.  W. 
ROGERS,  ' 


BRAINERD, 


Chairman. 
WILLIAM 


B.  K LRIGAN 


Assessors 

CHARLES  E.  FULLER, 
JOHN  O.  HAMILTON, 
R.  E.  CUMMINGS,  (Resigned  Dec.  31,  1917.) 


Term  expires  1920 
Term  expires  1918 
Term  expires  1919 


Overseers  of  the  Poor 


FRANK  J.  HAMILTON, 
DR.  CHARLES  GIROUX, 
PATRICK  J.  FITZGERALD, 


Term  expires  1920 
Term  expires  1918 
Term  expires  1919 


JOHN  F.  FOLEY, 


Town  Clerk,  3  Years 


Term  expires  1918 


Town  Treasurer 

GEORGE  E.  CLOUGH. 


School  Committee 

JAMES  WILSON, 
SAMUEL  E.  THAYER, 
HENRY  M.  FOLEY, 
DR.  JOHN  F.  ROCHE, 
JOHN  F.  SHEA, 
DR.  GEORGE  A.  MOORE, 

Board  of  Health 

DR.  SAMUEL  O.  MILLER, 
WILLARD  C.  HITCHCOCK, 
DR.  JACOB  P.  SCHNEIDER, 


irm 


Te 
Te 
Term 
Term 
Term 
Term 


expires  1920 

expires  1920 

expires  1918 

expires  1918 

expires  1919 

expires  1919 


Term  expires  1920 
Term  expires  1918 
Term  expires  1919 


Tax  Collector 

JAMES  AUSTIN  HAWKES. 

Cemetery  Commissioners 

DAVID  L.  BODFISH,  Term  expires  1917 

SAMUEL  M.  PHILLIPS,  Term  expires  1918 

LEWIS  R.  HOLDEN,  Term  expires  1919 

Auditors 

EVERETT  W.  CARPENTER, 
CHARLES  K.  GAMWELL 

Highway  Surveyor 

DANIEL  W.  DILLON. 

License  Commissioners 

JOHN  S.  WELSH,  WILLIAM  BURDICK, 

PATRICK  H.  GARVEY. 

Constables 

GEORGE  A.  BILLS,  MICHAEL  COLLINS, 

PETER  F.  CAHILL,  JAMES  H.  McGEACHEY, 

DAVID"  RITCHIE. 

Tree  Warden 

DANIEL  W.  DILLON. 

Fence  Viewers 

JOSEPH  M.  ALLEN,  DENNIS  MAHONEY, 

PURLIN  M.  SHEARER. 

Field  Drivers 

PURLIN  M.  SHEARER,  JAMES  SUMMERS. 


Measurers  of  Wood  and  Bark 

JOSEPH  M.  ALLEN,  FRANK  E.  ALBRO, 

ARTHUR  D.  BRAMBLE. 


Town  Clerk's  Report 


RECORDED  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DEC.  31,  1917. 


Number  of  births,  349 

deaths,  156 

marriages,  95 

marriage  certificates  issued,  86 

chattel  mortgages,  16 

assignment  of  wages,  1 

discharge  of  mortgage,  6 


DOGS. 

Total  number,  391 

Males,  and  spayed  females,  36G 

Females,  30 

Paid  County  Treasurer,  $793.80 


RETURN  OF  BIRTHS,  1917 


NAME  OF  CHILD 

NAME  OF  PARENTS 

4 

6 

Mary, 

John  and  Katarzyna  Grezorczyk 

6 

Elva  May, 

Walter  G.  and  Sarah  Russell 

7 

Stanley, 

Albert  and  Julia  Svvornicki 

10 

Almyra  A., 

Charles  H.  and  Marion  Atkins 

13 

Stanislas, 

Piotor  and  Mary  Milewski 

13 

Frances  R., 

Harry  E.  and  Eula  E.  Kendall 

14 

Marie  D., 

Jean  B.  and  Dorilla  Sancousey 

14 

Stephanie, 

Anthony  and  Agata  Fryderik 

15 

Alexander, 

Stephen  and  Agnes  Orluk 

15 

Arthur  E., 

George  A.  and  Josephine  Sullivan 
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DATE  NAME  OF  CHILD 


16 

Frank, 

16 

Mary  S., 

17 

Rosalia, 

19 

Beatrice  R., 

23 

Roger  E., 

23 

Mary, 

26 

Nellie, 

26 

Alice  R., 

28 

Marie  I., 

Feb. 

1 

Edward, 

1 

Mildred  E., 

3 

Stephen, 

5 

Lioni, 

5 

Lawrence  E., 

8 

Wladyslaw, 

9 

Anthony, 

9 

Zophia, 

11 

Mierczlaw, 

13 

Iola  M., 

14 

Joseph, 

16 

Joseph  A., 

17 

Wladyslaw, 

17 

Catherine, 

18 

Walter, 

19 

Ellen, 

19 

Amelia, 

19 

22 

Robert  W., 

22 

25 

Marjoric  E., 

25 

26 

Stanislas, 

Mar. 

2 

3 

Vanda, 

3 

Wladyslaw, 

3 

Veronica, 

3 

Tekla, 

3 

Frank, 

4 

Frank, 

4 

Henrik, 

4 

Rosie, 

6 

Jozef, 

NAME  OF  PARENTS 

Ignacy  and  Elonora  Pytka 
George  and  Etta  S.  Nelson 
Rasper  and  Anna  Biatloski 
Richard  H.  and  Inez  McLaughlin 
Roy  B.  and  Mabel  Wakeman 
Joseph  and  Mary  Jorzetski 
John  and  Alice  Orzch 
George  H.  and  Ethel  Keith 
Alexander  and  Georgianna  Dugas 
John  and  Mary  Tyburski 
Charles  and  Hannah  Gulmes 
Wladyslaw  and  Mary  Vengel 
Frank  and  Josephine  Santucci 
Alex  and  Lena  Riddet 
Stanislas  and  Antholina  Siok 
Joseph  and  Nellie  Mikula 
Andrew  and  Mary  Stokosa 
Anthony  and  Magdalena  Zolda 
Arthur  A.  and  Hazel  Sherman 
Frank  and  Barbara  Karczmak 
Alcide  and  Florida  Poitras 
Joseph  and  Kristina  Fabian 
Malcolm  and  Marie  McKenzie 
Joseph  and  Louisa  St  Amand 
Bruno  and  Laura  Niciewicz 
Joseph  and  Bridget  Granlewicz 

Waif  red  and  Hilda  Peterson 

Charles  H.  and  Ethel  V.  Sharrett 
Leslie  C.  and  Mina  Stevens 
Stanislas  and  Sabina  Polowski 
Henry  and  Mary  B.  Smart 
Martin  and  Kartryzyna  Soupka 
John  and  Mary  Topor 
Casimir  and  Franciska  Kojol 
Jan  and  Cecelia  Terczenski 
Wincenty  and  Mary  Matera 
Valentin  and  Theophila  Kosbzeba 
Michael  and  Karolina  Bogarcz 
Paola  and  Angela  Cipolla 
John  and  Apolonia  Sazo- 
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DATE  NAME  OF  CHILD 


6 

MefczlaWj 

7 

Jan  S., 

8 

Helen  A, 

10 

John  L., 

10 

Frsnciska, 

10 

Jan, 

10 

Leo  IT., 

11 

Robert  J., 

11 

Ernest, 

12 

Ella  0.  E, 

12 

Mana  EC, 

12 

Annie, 

13 

Peter, 

13 

Jozef, 

14 

14 

Annie, 

15 

William, 

15 

Mary, 

17 

Marjory  E., 

18 

Jan, 

18 

'Blanche  R., 

20 

Casper  M., 

23 

John  E, 

24 

Jozef, 

24 

Michael, 

25 

Lilian  M., 

25 

Annie, 

28 

Theodore, 

29 

Jozef, 

31 

Anasthasia, 

Apr.  1 

Alma, 

2 

Veronica, 

2 

John  B., 

4 

Germanic  A., 

5 

Jozef, 

6 

Robert, 

7 

George, 

8 

Edward, 

8 

John  F., 

8 

Franciska, 

8 

10 

Edward, 

NAME  OF  PARENTS 

Albert  and  Victoria  Frczcriak 
Teofil  and  Katarzyna  Zimney 
Martin  and  Christie  Karlon 
Joseph  and  Marie  Paglino 
Jozef  and  Mary  Rozenbazcr 
Piotr  and  Agnes  Sczlowski 
Arthur  and  Noilla  Godette 
Wallace  G.  and  Maude  Smith 
Ernest  and  Henrietta  Stacy 
Henry  and  Alma  Brodeur 
John  and  Mary  Morak 
John  and  Zophia  Fijal 
William  and  Bertha  Szosztek 
Vencenti  and  Annie  Schalasck 

Carol  and  Victoria  Godek 
Stanislavv  and  Margrota  Siok 
Sam  and  Antonia  Zcleski 
James  and  Jennie  Draper 
Jozef  and  Mary  Jezior 
Henry  and  Lina  Robitelle 
Anthony  and  Frances  Micello 
Thomas  and  Nora  M.  Haley 
Bronislaw  and  Franceska  Koldis 
Wojiech  and  Katy  Gula 
Simeon  and  Martha  Chabot 
Stanislavv  and  Katy  Wilczeka 
elespor  and  Albertine  Bouthillier 
Alex  and  Katarzyna  Olearczyk 
Constantine  and  Ellen  Gralenski 
Louis  and  Celina  Morin 
Stanislavv  and  Cardula  Topor 
Joseph  and  Joanna  Domey 
Leopold  and  Aurore  Benoit 
Michael  and  Katarzyna  Migul 
Thomas  and  Amelia  Trouton 
Henry  and  Nora  Christiansen 
James  F.  and  Rose  Duffy 
John  F.  and  Julia  Griffin 
Frank  and  Mary  Banach 

Lawrence  and  Mary  Kozubal 
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DATE 


NAME  OF  CHILD 


NAME  OF  PARENTS 


May 


June 


13 

14 

14 

15 

17 

18 

19 

20 

23 

25 

25 

25 

26 

29 
1 
3 
4 
7 
8 
8 
9 
9 
10 
10 
10 
12 
12 
12 
16 
17 
21 
23 
26 
27 
28 
29 
29 
1 
1 
4 
5 
6 


Margaret  A. 
Marion  E., 
Joseph, 
Mabel  I., 
Mary; 
Leo, 
Arthur, 
Edward  N., 
David  J., 
Louis, 
Lucy  M., 
Corneilus, 
Stanislaw, 
Fern  L., 
Thelma  M., 


Karol, 

Philomena, 

Stanislawa, 

Adwort, 

Marya, 

Edward, 

Julia, 

Merczeslaw, 
Ralph  D., 
Jan, 
Helena, 
Dorothy  M., 
Rosalia. 
Ruth  E, 
Bernard  J., 
Nathan, 
John  E., 
Mary, 

Virginia  T., 

Vansey, 

Bernard  A., 

Henry  M., 

Anna, 

Zona, 

Zolia, 

Wadeslawa, 


William  H.  and  Anna  Harrington 
Charles  A.  and  Mabel  Mansfield 
Maxamilian  and  Parmelia  Salvador 
Joseph  and  Vera  La  Pine 
Daniel  V.  and  Margaret  M.  Fogarty 
Anthony  and  Anasthasie  Czaska 
Mederic  and  Dora  Fontaine 
Christian  and  Gertrude  Christiansen 
David  J.  and  Edna  Bushey 
Chester  and  Annie  Wozniakowski 
James  and  Flora  Scarborough 
Edward  and  Ellen  Crimmins 
William  and  Mary  Boldiga 
Chase  B.  and  Effie  Woodman 
James  L.  and  Margaret  J.  Marnett 

Jozef  and  Zophie  Porada 
John  and  Anna  Wojtowicz 
Stanislaw  and  Stanislawa  Sekowski 
Piotor  and  Annie  Majka 
Sczepan  and  A'nna  Crzyz 
Piotor  and  Katy  Dragon 
Benedict  and  Mary  Skutknik 
Piotor  and  Tekla  Frydryk 
Harry  B.  and  Mabel  Sanborn 
Jozef  and  Annie  Krol 
Stanley  and  Mary  Niemiec 
Edward  E.  and  Mary  E.  Douty 
John  and  Norbeta  Gryniawitz 
Everett  C.  and  Isabel  Balcome 
Jerry  and  Grace  Lamoureux 
John  and  Yetta  Winer 
Nelson  and  Sarah  Freak 
Stanislaw  and  Franciska  Rodowicz 
Robert  and  Marjorie  Mumford 
Michael  and  Anna  Mugan 
Bert  O.  and  Agnes  L.  Finch 
Henry  M.  and  Rosemary  Foley 
John  and  Katarzyna  Wasornzwck 
Frank,  and  Rose  Zadroga 
Zigmont  and  Katy  Salamon 
Anthony  and  Amelia  Kovalczk 
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9 

Franciszek, 

Jan  and  Annie  Maziarz 

10 

Rachel  M., 

Milton  and  Esther  M.  Bennett 

10 

Antonette, 

Tony  and  Nellie  Nemitz 

10 

Raymond  A., 

Joseph  and  Eva  Lcveille 

11 

Catherine, 

John  E.  and  Mary  V.  Toole 

11 

Janet  S., 

Louis  and  Mary  Barry 

11 

A    T 

Anna  L., 

Louis  and  Mary  Barry 

12 

William  C, 

Clayton  and  Ethel  M.  Cole 

12 

Viola, 

George  and  Elizabeth  Belisle 

12 

Leola, 

George  and  Elizabeth  Belisle 

13 

Edward, 

Stanney  and  Mary  Skowrya 

13 
14 
16 

Stanislawa, 

Wojiech  and  Alary  Pietros 

Annie, 

Wojiech  and  Rose  Wojtowicz 

17 

Mildred  E., 

Eugene  and  Judith  Forsman 

17 

Juzef, 

Stanislaw  and  Mary  Karczmark 

17 

Mary  S., 

Alex  and  Franciska  Papayraska 

17 

Addie  M., 

Burt  S.  and  Ethel  L.  Collis 

18 

Ellen, 

Michaeal  and  Karoline  Kohanek 

19 

Piotor, 

Wojiech  and  Julia  Rusek 

23 

Marya, 

John  and  Mary  .Handrel 

23 

Rosina, 

Luigi  and  Emelia  DiMaio 

23 

John, 

Albert  and  Brunka  Bouzone 

24 

Stephania, 

Wladyslaw  and  Annie  Pronofsky 

25 

Mary  S. 

Joseph  and  Annie  Strzeminski 

25 

Veronica, 

Vencenti  and  Mary  Czupryna 

26 

Karcziemiez, 

Franciszek  and  Katy  Papuga 

26 

Francis  J.,, 

John  and  Eva  Pratt 

26 

Robert  O., 

Charles  F.  and  Mona  G.  Dingman 

29 

Helen  A., 

Franciszek  and  Anna  Smicz 

29 

Marie  J., 

Arthur  and .  Dorothie  Pimpare 

29 

Yomcnier, 

Stanislaw  and  Ludwiki  Sreliga 

4 

Stanislaw, 

Jozef  and  Poli  Bigos 

7 

Johanna, 

Jan  and  Katarzyna  Kusek 

8 

Charles, 

Albert  and  Louise  Fontaine 

8 

Janet  E., 

John  E.  and  Jane  K.  Hurley 

9 

Stanislaw, 

Michal  and  Julia  Banas 

10 

Mary, 

Lewis  and  Mary  Conte 

13 

Earle  B., 

Dexter  and  Mary  Willard 

14 

Raymond, 

Frank  and  Marie  A.  Rivet 

14 

Jan, 

Wladyslaw  and  Apolonia  Paoka 

14 

Marya, 

Matthew  and  Katy  Stryharz 
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DATE  NAME  OF  CHILD 


16 

Wadeslawa 

16 

Gilbert  R., 

17 

Veronica, 

20 

Annie, 

23 

Charles  H., 

24 

Gene  M., 

25 

Andrez, 

25 

Mary, 

27 

Helen  V., 

Aug. 

4 

Walter, 

6 

Jan, 

6 

George  D., 

6 

Stefania, 

7 

Jozef, 

8 
8 

Dorothy  G., 

10 

12 

James  F., 

14 

Esther, 

15 

Thomas  S., 

15 

Ethel  H., 

15 

15 

Louis  M., 

16 

Concettina  I., 

16 

Joseph, 

17 

Leo  F., 

18 

George  L., 

18 

Julia  K., 

18 

20 

Stanislas, 

21 

Carolina, 

21 

Joanna, 

25 

Jan, 

25 

Edwin  C, 

25 

Leon  A., 

26 

Ellen, 

27 

Jozef, 

27 

Raymond  R., 

27 

28 

Cyprian, 

30 

Mary, 

Sept. 

2 

Bernice, 

NAME  OF  PARENTS 

Wladyslaw  and  Katy  Karczenska 
Joseph  S.  and  Margaret  McAdam 
Anthony  and  Mary  Gralinsk: 
Jozef  and  Katarzyna  Zabick: 
Edward  B.  and  Edith  Thomas 
William  C.  and  Vera  Sheldon 
Jozef  and  Zofia  Cichon 
Nicholas  and  Antonio  Geswala 
Ralph  N.  and  Sarah  Carew 
Wilson  and  Margaret  Clark 
Wojiech  and  Franciska  Frydryck 
David  and  Georgianna  PlanK 
Franciszek  and  Sofia  Balor 
Jan  and  Annie  Koszczeba 
Leo  and  Ella  Chinouanl 


James  F.  and  Sara  M.  Rogers 
Purlin  M.  and  Leonora  Shearer 
Daniel  T.  and  Elenor  Hartnet; 
Emil  A.  and  Helen  Miller 

Michael  and  Sofia  Sabloski 
Louis  and  Angelina  Veronc 
Frederik  and  Dorinna  Riei 
Louis  and  Ronalda  Brouilettc 
George  L.  and  Sophie  E.  French 
Albert  and  Annie  Szelig;. 

Cyprian  and  Zofia  Steel: 
Charles  and  Frances  Baroni 
Lawrence  and  Mary  Lasota 
Albert  and  Katarzyna  Zodrowski 
Edward  and  Lillian  Hull  err 
Allen  and  Elise  Lancaster 
Toney  and  Mary  Skeena 
Jozef,  and  Katy  Petryka 
Carl  E.  and  Mildred  Wickman 
James  F.  and  Ada  Gloster 
Jozef  and  Ludwicka  Krzynowek 
Michael  and  Agnes  Gondak 
Michael  and  Mary  J.  Shannon 
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NAME  OF  CHILD 

NAME  OF  PARENTS 

5 

Mary  C, 

George  E.  and  Agnes  Smith 

7 

Boleslaw, 

Anthony  and  Katy  Kaupcz 

.7 

Pctronia, 

Ignacy  and  Pctronia  Kamolski 

8 

Ignacc, 

Stanislaw  and  Katy  Stokoska 

8 

Raymond  D., 

Walter  B.  and  Minnie  Taylor 

11 

Helen, 

Felix  and  Kate  Sregal 

14 

Alexander, 

Jan.  and  Mary  Zahara 

14 

Norman  R., 

David  and  Margaret  Reid 

15 

Thomas, 

Thomas  and  Katherinc  Topor 

15 

Ellena, 

Paul  and  Martianna  Golas 

16 

Anna, 

Valerian  and  Jozefa  Zarodkiwicz 

16 

Eleonore, 

John  L.  and  Ida  Birsc 

16 

Boleslaw, 

Peter  and  Bronislaw  Sidera 

18 

Jozef, 

Stanislaw  and  Frances  Marciniec 

18 

Josie, 

Jozef  and  Lcona  Stryharz 

22 

Marie  J., 

Joseph  and  Stephanie  Graveline 

22 

Georgianna, 

Daniel  and  Isabella  Martin 

25 

Sofia, 

Jozef  and  Mary  Kowalik 

25 

Zofia, 

Albin  and  Stefanie  Marchaliwitz 

29 

Ora, 

Ernest  and  Alfosine  Brothers 

29 

Stanislaw, 

Adam  and  Agnes  Wilk 

29 

Edward, 

Jan  and  Zofia  Chmura 

30 

Donald  F., 

Floyd  R.  and  Maude  Graham 

1 

Stella, 

Michael  and  Milka  Krasion 

2 

Peter, 

Michael  and  Agnes  Starsiak 

1 

Olive  G., 

David  and  Ida  J.  Jackson 

1 

Paul  I., 

John  C.  and  Edna  A.  Johnson 

3 

Augustin, 

Augustin  and  Onnie  Olender 

4 

Edward, 

Teifil  and  Mary  Czerniak 

6 

Stephen, 

Jozef  and  Mary  Wrobcl 

7 

Jan, 

Jan  and  Franciszek  Mastalish 

9 

Amelia, 

Stanislaw  and  Julia  Kozsozeol 

9 

Katarzyna, 

Ludwik  and  Antholina  Marchalewicz 

9 

Mieczlaw, 

Francisek  and  Amiela  Zagranicz 

11 

Corona, 

Adrien  and  Cora  Gervais 

11 

Francis  W., 

Joseph  and  Cathleen  Siepel 

13 

Boleslas, 

Ignace  and  Apolonia  Kwicenska 

14 

Pearl  R., 

Peter  and  Amelia  Cody 

16 

Karzimierz, 

Jozef  and  Apolonia  Kinces 

17 

John, 

Joseph  and  Katy  Noak 

18 

Allen  J.  and  Ethel  Buffington 

19 

Marion  H., 

Herbert  E.  and  Anna  D.  Johnson 
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DATE  NAME  OF  CHILD 


1  fl 

iy 

Annie, 

1  o 
iy 

Eugenia  A., 

zu 

Jozef , 

ZU 

Joseph, 

Zo 

^  _  •  T> 

Dons  15., 

Zo 

Franciszek, 

9/1 
Z4 

9C 
ZD 

Daniel, 

9C 
ZD 

Stanislaw, 

9< 
ZD 

Genofeva, 

97 
Z/ 

John, 

9Q 

Zo 

Franciszek, 

on 
ZV 

r-llen  M., 

90 

zy 

iiertna  M., 

oU 

Wadeslaw, 

Marie  M., 

Bernard, 

1 

1 

Edward, 

1 
1 

Karol, 

/I 

Mary, 

Annie, 

c 
0 

xieien  m., 

o 

Gertrude  D. 

o 

Stanislaw, 

0 

Yadwiga, 

y 

Harry  W., 

y 

A  1  TT 

Aletta  H., 

1 1 

Czeslaw, 

1  9 
1Z 

Franceska, 

1  o 

Mary, 

1  "J 

-Mary, 

1  7 
1.5 

vv  adeslaw, 

1  ; 

Id 

Charles  b., 

17 

Caroline, 

18 

Franciszek, 

19 

Rose  B., 

20 

Daniel, 

21 

John, 

22 

Stanislaw, 

22 

Rosie, 

23 

Donald  E., 

26 

Allen  B., 

NAME  OF  PARENTS 

Moricy  and  Agata  Skror 
Albion  C.  and  Mildred  E.  Deane 
Victor  and  Mary  Minietz 
Peter  and  Valoria  Boboa 
William  A.  and  Fannie  B.  Wetherell 
.  Stephen  and  Veronica  Matera 

Dominie  and  Zophie  Cascella 
Leon  and  Mary  Witwoski 
Jozef  and  Veronica  Kosmidor 
John  V.  and  Sadie  Colleton 
William  and  Wadeslawa  Popozenska 
Walter  and  Susie  Clark 
William  S.  and  Lucy  M.  McGeachey 
Stanislaw  and  Rocsalie  Markot 
George  and  Angelina  Camerlin 
William  and  Arseline  Keyes 
Michael  and  Mary  Witkoski 
Peter  and  Emelia  Kultyka 
William  and  Jennie  Hemphill 
Peter  and- Victoria  Chwacka 
Elton  I.  and  Helen  Herrick 
William  and  Rose  Goodreau 
Jozef  and  Josie  Opedoska 
Paul  and  Orchinla  Yambrosa 
Harry  W.  and  Emma  Anderson 
Howard  E.  and  Bessie  Ball 
John  and  Mary  Bogacz 
Boleslaw  and  Alexandra  Lamanski 
Elias  and  Annie  Mitchell 
Albert  and  Kzavera  Padyluka 
John  and  Zuzanna  Pabioga 
Frederick  L.  and  Irene  Walker 
John  and  Annie  Mumento 
Thomas  and  Merie  A.  Kapinos 
Phillip  and  Anna  Coasche 
Peter  and  Bronislawa  Bryla 
Peter  and  Julia  Karcz 
John  and  Katy  Swiatlowski 
Joseph  and  Mary  Zyszk 
Elmer  M.  and  Virginia  Stebbins 
E.  Robert  and  Lilia  A.  Barton 


♦ 
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\T      •       111-          /   \   I  ^         /    *    I    T     1     I        1  \ 

N  A  M  K  Of  CHILD 

\  A  M  E  < )  t   PA  i\  KN  TS 

28 

Zofia, 

Stanislaw  and  Agnes  Marchalcwiz 

28 

Emelia, 

Marcin  and  Yadwiga  Pilch 

30 

Stanislaw, 

Francis  and  Vincenta  Stcfens 

1 

Franciszek, 

Marcin  and  Agnes  Noga 

1 

Franciszek, 

Constanti  and  Justine  Gregorczyk 

1 

Nellie, 

Michael  and  Marya  Pocicwiz 

1 

Katherine, 

Stanley  and  Rena  Kiska 

2 

Frank, 

Stanney  and  Rosie  PatrtlCZ 

2 

Howard  A., 

Peter  H.  and  Elizabeth  Peterson 

3 

Alexandra, 

William  and  Jozefat  Konoski 

5 

Mary, 

Albert  and  Annie  Wilk 

6 

Louis  and  Karolina  Swierat 

6 

Edward  W, 

Wallace  A.  and  Lottie  Roberts 

7 

Thomas  J., 

Thomas  and  Mary  Dunlop 

9 

Vanda, 

John  and  Zofia  Nadloski 

9 

Franciszek, 

Francis  and  Annie  Liezer 

9 

Mary, 

Michael  and  Mary  Lynch 

10 

Stephen, 

Joseph  and  Anna  Nikoden 

11 

Grace, 

Frank  and  Marguerite  Mulvey 

11 

Mary, 

Michael  and  Lucie  Szandrowski 

13 

Willard  H, 

Frank  E.  and  Florence  Clough 

15 

Irene  E., 

Einar  and  Thora  Lank 

16 

Alma, 

Albert  and  Mary  Govria 

16 

Stella, 

John  and  Stella  Kowalczyk 

16 

Boleslawa, 

John  and  Stella  Kowalczyk 

16 

Joseph  J., 

William  M.  and  Madeline  Monroe 

16 

Delia  A., 

Alfred  and  Marie  Ouimette 

19 

Sigmond, 

Thomas  and  Louise  Miotloska 

19 

Mary, 

John  and  Agnes  Foder 

19 

Amelia, 

Frank  and  Josie  Isace 

20 

Andrew, 

Antoni  and  Ludwika  Sasun 

20 

Stephanie, 

Sylvester  and  Nora  Zimmey 

22 

Bertha  H., 

Harry  A.  and  Hildur  Tonne 

25 

Joseph, 

Albert  and  Vernicula  Novak 

25 

Eddie, 

John  and  Julia  Kulos 

25 

Dorothy  MM 

Arthur  and  Nellie  Fountain 

25 

Stephen, 

Paul  and  Katie  Koolik 

26 

Joseph  H., 

Bernard  and  Eva  Gay 

27 

Sophie, 

John  and  Anna  Sanderoski 

27 

Paul, 

Salamon  and  Virginia  Smirgila 

28 

Stephen, 

William  and  Feliska  Koolek 

31 

Paul  H., 

Clinton  and  Lily  Babin 

14 

Marriages  Registered  in  Palmer,  1917 


JANUARY 


DATE         GROOM  RESIDENCE 

BRIDE 

RESIDENCE 

11. 

Joel  C.  Perry, 

Palmer 

Adelaide  R.  Coles, 

Palmer 

13. 

Mario  Trispino, 

Palmer 

Christina  Conte, 

Palmer 

16. 

Clair  W.  Weeks, 

Springfield 

Mary  L.  Z.  Baldwin, 

No.  Wilbraham 

23. 

Gabriel  Kozliczak, 

Westfield 

Mary  Plona, 

Three  Rivers 

23. 

John  Bogacz, 

Thorndike 

Marya  Wegiel, 

Thorndike 

23. 

Stanislaus  Pietras, 

Bondsville 

Anna  Feder, 

Bondsville 

23. 

John  Gula, 

Bondsville 

Mary  Skawinska, 

Bondsville 

30. 

John  Skutnik,       Three  Rivers 

Julia  Kapinos, 

Thorndike 

FEBRUARY 

0. 

Francisco  Marques, 

Bondsville 

Benvida  Suares, 

Ludlow 

6. 

Paul  Kulig,         Chicopee  Falls 

Catharina  Topor, 

Bondsville 

6. 

Henryk  Swienton, 

Thorndike 

Sophia  Czaja, 

Thorndike 

6. 

Adelbert  Giza,       Three  Rivers 

Mary  Pawlina, 

Three  Rivers 

6. 

Julian  Dobolek,      Three  Rivers 

Mary  Kogul, 

Three  Rivers 

8. 

Wallace  C.  Smith, 

Franklin 

Maude  J.  LaSalle, 

Palmer 

12. 

Raymond  E.  Crofts 

.Catherine  S.  Costello, 

No. 

Wilbraham 

No.  Wilbraham 

19. 

Pietr  Dyoka,          Three  Rivers 

Anna  Zakubize, 

No.  Wilbraham 

APRIL 


5.  Hector  L.  Loiselle,  Palmer 

7.  John  M.  Ingerson,  Palmer 

9.  John  P.  Buteau,  Southbridge 

9.  Ernest  Garceau,    Three  Rivers 

10.  Walter  Brosnahan,  War* 

12.  Roy  L.  Graves,  Greenwich 

14.  Rowland  C.  Hill,  Upton 

25.  Joseph  Leveille,    Three  Rivers 

27.  Arnald  D.  Papanti,  Springfield 

30.  John  J.  Lane.  Palmer 


Ruby  V.  Cummings, 
Genevive  D.  Pease, 
Christine  E.  Goetz, 
Blanche  Gelly, 
Elva  Tibbetts, 
Mae  Belle  Clark, 
Mildred  M.  Newton, 
D6ra  Verne, 
Madalene  Goslin, 
Rosie  Bourgault, 


Bondsville 
Whately 
Brimfield 
Three  Rivers 
Thorndike 
Palmer 
Upton 
Three  Rivers 
Springfield 
Ware 


MAY 


9. 
12. 
15. 
18. 


Sam  Parry,  Bondsville 
Dennis  F.  Coughlin,  Palmer 
Daniel  W.  Dillon,  Palmer 
Thomas  Mendolowski, 

Three  Rivers 
Edward  M.  Blakeslee,  Monson 
John  A.  Dearden,  Palmer 
Anthony  Bidga,  Belchertown 
William  J.  Mullen, 

So.  Manchester  Ct. 


Cora  Kos, 
Annie  M.  Crotty, 


Bondsville 
Palmer 


Wilhelmina  G.  Gorman,  Worcester 


Zone  P.  Lizok, 
Louise  McDonald, 
Anna  O.  Johnson, 
Victoria  Bolon, 

Matilda  Adams, 


Three  Rivers 
Palmer 
Holyoke 
Bondsville 

Three  Rivers 


IS 


DATE 

22.  Wladyslaw 


(JIIOOM  RESIDENCE 
isarzyk, 


John  Dsiok, 
Joseph  Lebida, 
Alexander  Gaouette, 
George  Brothers, 


Hondsville 
Thorndike 
i  tondsville 
Holyoke 
Palmer 


i : i m  I  »i  : 


Marya  Rusa, 
Sophia  Januszek, 
Aniela  Czepanska, 
AU>ertine  Pelletier, 
Fiorina  Lavllette, 


RESIDENCE 

Bondsville 
Thorndike 
Kondsville 
Three  Rivers 
Three  Rivers 


JUN 


-j.    William  Hutchinson, 

Three  Rivers 
Andrew  C.  Hodge,  Florence 
Leon  E.  Smith,  Palmer 
Michael  Boyko,      Three  Rivers 
Ladislaus  Ziemba, 

Chicopee  Falls 
Robert  D.  Anderson,  "Worcester 
William  Powell,  Meridan,  Ct. 
Alton  H.  Barr,  Worcester 
Romen  H.  Bresett, 

No.  Hadley,  P.  Q. 


Bernice  C.  Coburn, 
Lela  P.  Calkins., 
Helen  K.  Moulton, 
Carolina  Chwalek, 


Indian  Orchard 
Monson 
Palmer 
Three  Rivers 


Catherine  Pes, 
Jennie  M.  H.  Brown, 
Mary  Hanley, 
Harriet  M.  Claris 

Anna  J.  Tracy, 


Three  Rivers 
Palmer 
Palmer 
Worcester 

Palmer 


JULY 


2.  Robert  E.  Ducy,  Thorndike 

3.  Oscar  Laviolette,  Three  Rivers 
5.  David  Davis,  Palmer 
7.  Edward  W.  Branford,  Palmer 

10.  Antoni  Gozdura,  Worcester 

10.  Wojiech  Lebida,  Bondsville 

21.  Thomas  H.  Cole,    Three  Rivers 

27.  Oliver  Renadt,  Monson 


Florence  I.  Allen, 
Claudia  Carron, 
Ruth  Backus, 
Millie  E.  Waite, 
Mary  Witkowska, 
Marya  Swolkiewicz, 
Alma  B.  Abare, 
Florence  M.  Snell, 


Palmer 
Ware 

Palmer 

Palmer 
Three  Rivers 

Ludlow 
Three  Rivers 

Monson 


AUGUST 

4.    Henry  J.  Page,  Palmer    Louise  Andrews,  Palmer 

9.    Daniel  T.  Hartnett, 

Three  Rivers  Eleanor  L.  Cavanaugh,  Thorndike 

16.  Paul  Szumowski,   Three  Rivers  Bronislaa  Kuzia,  Three  Rivers 

17.  Arthur  V.  Rice,     Three  Rivers     Catherine  H.  Comstock, 

Newington  Junction,  Conn. 
19.    Walter  P.  Alger,  Palmer     Florence  Hutckins,  Palmer 

21.  Albert  W.  Senecal,  Palmer  Hazel  A.  Vinton,  No.  Wilbraham 
21.    Anthony  Dymek,    Baldwinville     Mary  Sick,  Three  Rivers 

23.    Henry  F.  Moon,  Palmer     Gertrude  M.  Brown,  Palmer 

28,    Robert  S.  Cornish,         PalmerElizabeth  I.  Heenehan,  Palmer 
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DATE  GROOM        RESIDENCE  BRIDE 

SEPTEMBER 


RESIDENCE 


1.    James  Henderson, 

Three  Rivers 
3.    Alfred  A.  Dugas,    Three  Rivers 

10.  Fred  Robellard,  Thorndike 

11.  Mathais  Misiaszek, 

Three  Rivers 
15.  George  Moody,  Palmer 
22.    Frederick  A.  McLaughlin, 

Amherst 

28.    Irving  R.  Shaw,  Palmer 


Katherine  Longey,  Three  Rivers 
Blanche  Charbonneau, 

West  Warren 
Agnes  Beauchin,  Thorndike 
Agata  Siwicka,  Tnree  Rivers 

Elsa  A.  Lufgren,  Damoriscotta,  Me. 
Ruth  L.  LeGro,  Palmer 
Ellen  M.  Burdett,      Newton  Center 


OCTOBER 


2.  Stanislaw  Boryczak,  Thorndike 

6.  Everett  C.  Kenyon,  Palmer 

6.  Teddy  Uczcz,  Three  Rivers 

S.  Walter  A.  Willett,  Leicester 

14.  Guiseppe  Gagliano,  Palmei 

16.  Everett  F.  Nelson,  Palmer 

16.  Albert  E.  Gaunt,  Enfield 


Julia  Topor, 
Ethel  M.  Bardwell, 
Phyllis  Baker, 
Minnie  M.  Drechsler, 
Francessa  P.  Avella, 
Frances  R.  Hyers, 
Grace  Burton, 


John  Swidersk 


Three  Rivers     Helena  Lickwala, 


Thorndike 
No.  Hatfield 

Springfield 
Monson 
Palmer 
Palmer 
Enfield 

Thorndike 


NOVEMBER 


5.  William  Chabot,  Thorndike 

15.  John  Blair,  Palmer 

26.  Francis  K.  Twiss,  Three  Rivers 

26.  Clarence  J.  Gebo,  Thorndike 

26.  Thomas  Kane,  Paltrier 

27.  Stanislaw  Kurozon, 

Belchertown 

27.  John  Wawrzynski,  Bondsville 

27.  Joseph  P.  Haley,  Palmer 

28.  Clarence  B.  Doherty,  Palmer 
28.  Everett  A.  Geer,  Belchertown 
30.  Moses  Smith,         Three  Rivers 


Eldora  Chevalier, 
Alice  M.  La  Fogg, 
Emma  L.  Barber, 
Eva  Gregoire, 
Nellie  Barron, 

Zuzanna  Miga, 
Annie  Stzympek, 
Margaret  T.  Hurley, 
Dora  Todd, 
Alice  E.  Banister, 


Thorndike 
Indian  Orchard 
Three  Rivers 
Ware 
Worcester 

Bondsville 
Bondsville 
Ware 
Palmer 
Bondsville 


Annie  Verner,    So.  Manchester,  Ct. 


26.    John  E.  O'Donnell, 


DECEMBER 


Northampton  Helen  A.  O'Connor, 


Palmer 


Deaths  Registered  in  Palmer,  1917 

DATE           NAME                                       YRS  MOS  DYS 

Jan.       2    Emma  Franz  Fuller,                              62  4  11 

5  Joseph  Fifer,                                       34  11  29 

6  Joseph  Jemilewicz,  6  hours 
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Apr. 


NAM  E 

Y  R  S 

MOS 

I )  V  s 

12 

T  9iii*inn9  Tnr^ns 

2 

9 

4 

18 

lVivirl    Flnriflorp  'I'imiiipv 

1     .  .   .   1  '  l       l   .  1  '  1  l   1  '  1  ^  V          1   I  1  1 1  1  V.  \  , 

72 

1 

24 

25 

M.'irv  \l:iri;i  Nelson 

80 

15 

25 

Ahirv  T  Wilson 

65 

28 

25 

T  ('(in           rl  ni r sW i 

I   .V    1  '1  l       t^J  /- 1 1  1    1  Ml  1        l\  1  . 

41 

26 

Joseph  Lstndrij 

87 

2 

26 

30 

Mziry  Gesuldi, 

1 

6 

4 

30 

St3.nisl3.vv 

15 

30 

Aloses  ])3iieli3n 

40 

31 

J  oil  11  Parlowski, 

40 

4 

Will  ii  m   TvT  l^)n\'ic 

VV    Mil.  Mil      IV.     L/tl  V  lOj 

37 

5 

5 

4 

G.  Jii3rvcys 

34 

11 

7 

Edith  G  Clark 

1  -Mill      V  J  .      V-'  Id  (  IV  f 

1 

1 

25 

9 

Williim    TT  Oslmrnp 

VV    Ml  l.  Mil        II.              JlJUl  IlV* 

55 

1 

17 

T9npt  T  (""mIUs 

J  1 1 1  1  V.  L       I  J,      VvUll  1 0. 

63 

4 

9 

18 

89 

9 

9 

18 

H"l  1  yalipfrli  ^mifrli 

1    -  1  1  .    ,  1  M  1    t  1  I       .    '  1  1  1  1  LI  1  j 

78 

9 

3 

19 

Alnrv  RnffprQ 

ivxcii  y     J.  .    JLvU'g'Cl  o, 

83 

1 

16 

19 

Tnmps  Snllivm 

Jtlllll^.3      t^H  1  1  U  \  till. 

1 

2 

21 

Michael  J.  Sullivan, 

60 

6 

21 

21 

]\  'itnnp  l^ru'Vrv 
Xvcl  1 1  1 11C    i  )  V J  V  IV  U , 

34 

5 

21 

\  1  r  \  (1  ri  in 

2 

23 

still  born 

24 

Julia  A 1  cnduliski , 

33 

1 

18 

25 

C',\  tli  prinp 

V-  CI  LI  1  l~  I   1  1  1  V        v     l  I  M  1  \  CXll. 

37 

2 

5 

26 

Tnspnti  "V  flnrl,." 

j     r>    L1 1 1     v  .    v^  1  ci  1  iv j 

78 

1 

27 

14 

Alichsel  F.  Sullivan, 

46 

4 

18 

3 

J  on  11  ii3  Gr  3n  field, 

67 

5 

20 

4 

\  r\  1i  n  ^'itvi 
JUlHi  OclJJcl, 

I' 

1- 

21 

7 

Dorothy  O.  Taplin, 

91 

4 

15 

g 

Trmn  T)ii1pv 

57 

7 

3 

10 

Stella  ATriflploski 

16 

10 

3 

15 

Tn^prin  ^pnliQ3l<r 

J  vJoCJJii  Ol_iiiclodiV, 

15 

min. 

21 

Pierre  Smith 

66 

1 

3 

28 

M3ri3n  H.  I.  Hamilton, 

23 

2 

27 

28 

Howsrd  A.  Collis, 

32 

15 

2 

Kstherine  Proctor, 

60 

6 

Alsggie  Zuhosky, 

49 

8 

still  born 

8 

Anthony  Murdza, 

8 

19 

11 

Fr3ncesk3  Bsnsch, 

3 

18 


N  A  M  E 

V  RS 

MOS 

DYS 

13 

James  F.  Smith, 

36 

5 

12 

13 

Mary  S.  Ode'll, 

45 

3 

11 

16 

Zotique  Picotte, 

57 

3 

19 

Edward  Goodes, 

74 

2 

18 

21 

Mabel  Irene  Lapine, 

6 

23 

Edma  Fabion, 

2 

7 

24 

Edward  Roebuck, 

9 

1 

28 

John  F.  Twiss, 

21 

10 

16 

Elizabeth  F.  Murphy, 

50 

2 

Mary  Obeloski, 

27 

28 

4 

Harriet  Brandford, 

52 

2 

24 

17 

Catherine  M.  Murphy, 

21 

14 

23 

Oswald  Bolduc, 

17 

4 

28 

27 

Etta  B.  Darling, 

30 

11 

25 

1 

Cyril  Gay, 

59 

29 

3 

  Brown, 

30 

mm. 

9 

Ella  B.  Wheeler, 

1 

4 

22 

9 

Harold  Blair, 

9 

9 

12 

12 

Sodias  Dubreuel, 

37 

14 

13 

Chester  Wilk, 

17 

11 

27 

14 

Michael  Shanlcy, 

93 

15 

Lena  Gagliano, 

1 

9 

25 

17 

Jan  Slazak, 

2 

10 

17 

Joseph  Kostrzeba,  «r 

8 

2 

18 

IS 

Maurice  C.  Haley, 

56 

7 

3 

21 

Robert  Johnstone, 

70 

20 

Jane  E.  Alger, 

65 

/ 

3 

23 

Peter  Milevvski. 

30 

26 

MarV  V.  Foley, 

SS 

1 

28 

30 

Donna  M.  Girdler, 

9  , 

9 

30 

31 

Patrick  Fitzgerald, 

2S 

Daniel  J.  Crimmins, 

43 

? 

25 

6 

Philomene  Gay, 

75 

8 

o 

8 

7 

Julia  Bernat, 

7 

21 

7 

Otis  C.  Lyon, 

67 

1 

9 

still 

born 

11 

Elizabeth  E.  Mooers, 

74 

8 

9 

12 

John  H.  Pasco, 

57 

8 

13 

13 

Mary  Clark, 

81 

14 

John  Frydryk, 

1 

7 

24 

15 

Stanislaw  Polanski, 

3 

19 

19 


DATE 

v  \  mi; 

Y  RS 

MOS 

DYS 

17 

(  a'orno  (  ).  Moore, 

04 

A 

4 

1  o 

20 

.Annette  Barry, 

/ 

21 

Ann  Cody, 

July 

8 

Julian  M  enkalis, 

oZ 

10 

Francis  11.  Rochford, 

J4 

1 1 
1 1 

0 

12 

f\yn  — 1 n  p;.,„,, 

L-iiaries  ii.  Kinge, 

JO 

6 

1  /4 

14 

16 

Nettie  E.  Martain, 

AO 
4V 

4 

r 
0 

17 

Stanislaw  Bernat, 

1U 

Z 

i  1 
1  i 

17 

Alary  L.  Fountain, 

1Q 
oy 

Q 
O 

OA 
Z4 

IS 

Julia  Mas  way, 

o 
o 

i  i 
1 1 

30 

Gertrude  A.  Hamilton, 

Zl 

31 

Alvin  D.  Dinsmore, 

7C 

31 

Jue  L)oil  Sarn, 

•+0 

31 

Henry  Coyer, 

o4 

3 

6 

31 

Fred  E.  Coleman, 

AA 
44 

3 

25 

Aug. 

10 

Louise  Miller, 

1  7 
1/ 

10 

14 

11 

Charles  PL  Greenlcaf, 

AA 

8 

9 

12 

Stephen  Lutzo, 

10 

29 

13 

Howard  Needham, 

91 
Zl 

14 

still  born 

14 

Ellen  I).  O'Connor, 

70 

14 

Iola  13  ci  i  sic, 

2 

3 

15 

i>aitnasci  rett, 

/o 

6 

23 

15 

-\i  k  n  ciet  r  iateK, 

4Z 

16 

Frederick  J.  Riel, 

15 

min. 

19 

Frederick  Disle\', 

9 

20 

20 

Catherine  Smith, 

i 
1 

7 

1 

25 

Paul  Filup, 

7 

16 

25 

Ida  A.  Talmadge, 

47 

27 

3  hours 

30 

John  Dudley, 

CO 

30 

Patrick  H.  1  homas, 

1  f 
10 

4 

1 

8 

i 

still  born 

Sept. 

3 

Daniel  Shea, 

oo 

8  ' 

21 

9 

T  nine  NirinAcL'T 
X-«Oill!5  JIUDUSKJ, 

25 

11 

Mary  B.  Hanihn, 

74 

17 

Ellen  R.  Paine, 

74 

11 

17 

Charles  G.  Fountain, 

2 

10 

18 

Joseph  Cupryna, 

38 

25 

Samuel  E.  Stearns, 

81 

11 

Oct. 

7 

Edward  F.  Brouillette, 

1 

10 

20 


NAME 

YRS 

MOS 

DYS 

9 

Melina  Dubreuil, 

68 

10 

Stanislaw  Bigas, 

3 

6 

12 

still  born 

14 

Emma  A.  Graham, 

66 

14 

Margaret  T.  Ellis, 

18 

11 

19 

14 

Mar)-  Goals, 

11 

4 

23 

Annie  Brosek, 

34 

27 

Oilve  Dudley, 

50 

4 

  Hemphill, 

"  5  minutes 

4 

Charles  Kieltyka, 

2 

4 

Anthony  Golas, 

11 

6 

7 

Albert  Charland, 

37 

2 

15 

10 

Honora  Donahue, 

•  85 

13 

Frederick  M.  Collis, 

58 

4 

-27 

13 

Marguerite  L.  Morin, 

3 

7 

24 

15 

Tony  Cusenza, 

5 

2 

18 

15 

Norman  A.  Fredette, 

1 

3  , 

11 

16 

Michael  Slattery, 

68 

21 

Delia  S.  Clark,' 

48 

21 

Mary  Chuda, 

23 

22 

Elizabeth  I.  Hamilton, 

17 

2 

14 

25 

Noe  H.  V.  Monat, 

20 

6 

24 

2 

Hannah  Lasalle, 

65 

11 

7 

6 

Marie  Cadieux, 

78 

7 

7 

Lucy  E.  Roper, 

92 

6 

10 

8 

Mira  K.  Stone, 

66 

3 

19 

11 

Matilda  Turkinton, 

65 

11 

Catherine  Fleming, 

46 

5 

17 

15 

Mary  Lynch, 

6 

16 

Louis  Charron, 

66 

11 

14 

24 

Albert  Ferry, 

69 

4 

29 

Frederick  Swann, 

65 

7 

5 

JOHN  F.  FOLEY, 

Town  Clerk. 


Selectmen's  Report 


The  Selectmen  respectfully  submit  the  following  report: 

ORGANIZATION.  The  Board  organized  with  Harold 
W.  Brainerd,  Chairman,  and  William  B.  Kerigan,  Clerk. 

APPOINTMENTS.  Thomas  W.  Kenenck  was  ap- 
pointed Town  Counsel;  Harriette  Paine,  Bookkeeper ;  Louis 
E.  Chandler,  Burial  Agent;  D.  L.  Bodfish,  Superintendent  of 
Graves;  Charles  H.  Keith  and  Dr.  M.  H.  Davitt,  Inspectors 
of  Animals  ;  Louis  Leveillee,  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures ; 
and  Timothy  J.  Crimmins,  Chief  of  Police. 

The  Selectmen  made  a  contract  upon  the  same  terms  as 
last  year  as  to  service  and  price  with  the  Central  Massachusetts 
Electric  Company  for  lighting  the  public  streets  during  the  year. 

The  privilege  of  collecting  junk  within  the  town  was  sold 
to  Jacob  Gold  for  $1,000,  the  selectmen  believing  that  the  in- 
terests of  the  Town  and  the  people  generally  are  best  served  by 
granting  the  junk  privilege  to  one  responsible  citizen,  who  may 
employ  only  one  assistant  and  two  wagons  in  the  business, 
rather  than  by  granting  numerous  licenses  to  applicants,  most 
of  whom  are  residents  of  other  places  and  many  of  whom  are 
of  uncertain  responsibility. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  growth  and  progress,  estab- 
lished industries  putting  into  execution  plans  for  extensive  en- 
largement, and  new  industries  coming  to  establish  themselves 
in  the  Town.  There  have  been  no  emergency  events  calling 
for  extraordinary  action  on  the  part  of  the  Board  or  other 
officers  or  agents  of  the  Town.  The  business  of  the  Town  has 
moved  on  smoothly,  all  boards  working  in  harmony. 
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There  are  but  few  things  to  which  the  Selectmen  desire  to- 
direct  specially  the  attention  of  the  voters.  One  thing  that 
ought  to  be  mentioned  is  the  difficulty  of  having  public  work 
done  at  reasonable  cost  under  existing  labor  conditions. 

When  the  Selectmen  set  about  the  construction  of  the 
sewers  authorized  at  the  last  annual  meeting  in  Harvey  Avenue, 
Randall  and  Oak  Streets  by  inviting  bids,  it  was  found  that 
the  lowest  bid  for  the  work  exceeded  the  appropriations  by 
more  than  fifteen  hundred  dollars.  The  board  was  fortunate  in- 
finding  a  person  who  was  willing  to  undertake  the  work  at  a 
cost-plus  price,  and  the  outcome  was  the  completion  of  the 
sewers  in  a  satisfactory  way,  well  within  the  appropriations. 

In  the  surfacing  of  Commercial  Street  and  the  re-surfac- 
ing of  Church  Street  in  Thorndike  the  Board  found  it  could 
make  an  advantageous  arrangement  without  inviting  competi- 
tive bids,  and  a  contract  was  accordingly  entered  into  with  the 
Lane  Construction  Company  whereby  the  work  called  for  was 
done  by  said  company  in  a  satisfactory  way  and  within  the  ap- 
propriations. 

Another  subject  that  deserves  the  serious  consideration 
of  every  citizen  is  the  problem  of  the  street  railway  company 
in  its  relation  to  the  Town  and  the  public  generally.  There 
seems  to  be  little  doubt  that  the  net  revenues  of  all  railway 
companies  have  in  recent  times  been  much  reduced  by  the  high 
cost  of  labor  and  materials,  and  that  if  the  present  service  is 
to  be  maintained  a  large  net  revenue  must  be  in  some  way  se- 
cured by  the  company  operating  here.  Such  increase  in  net 
revenue  may  come  through  reducing  the  companies  tax  and 
franchise  burdens,  through  increase  of  fares,  or  through  greater 
economy  in  operation.  The  general  question  of  increased  rev- 
enue has  been  given  much  attention  during  the  year  just  past 
before  the  Legislature  and  the  Public  Service  Commission,, 
brief  reference  to  which  is  made  in  the  two  following  para- 
graphs : 

At  the  last  session  of  the  General  Court  a  concerted  move- 
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ment  was  made  on  the  part  of  railway  companies,  including  the 
company  operating  in  this  field,  to  get  relief  through  legisla- 
tion from  obligations  imposed  in  location  decrees  regarding  the 
repair  of  streets  and  bridges  and  the  clearing  of  snow  from 
tracks,  and  to  be  relieved  further  from  the  payment  of  the  com- 
mutation tax  and  the  franchise  tax.  In  fact,  if  the  movement 
was  successful,  street  railway  companies  would  be  subject  to  no 
obligation  so  far  as  the  upkeep  of  highways  and  bridges  and 
the  expenses  of  government  are  concerned,  except  the  payment 
of  taxes  upon  such  real  estate  as  might  be  assessed  locally. 
The  Selectmen  thought  it  wise  to  join  with  other  towns  in 
employing  counsel  to  attend  at  the  Legislative  ■  hearings  in  an 
effort  to  protect  the  Town's  interest  against  such  demands. 
Many  hearings  were  had,  and  the  whole  matter  is  now  pend- 
ing before  the  present  Legislature  upon  the  report  of  a  special 
committee  that  heard  the  matter  after  the  Legislature  of  1917 
had  adjourned. 

In  the  summer  the  Springfield  Street  Railway  Company 
started  proceedings  before  the  Public  Service  Commission  for 
a  raise  of  fares  over  its  entire  system,  excepting  only  a  small 
central  zone  in  the  City  of  Springfield,  which  was  to  be  left 
with  a  five-cent  fare.  The  effect  of  the  change  within  the 
Town  of  Palmer  would  be  to  increase  most  fares  from  five  to 
twelve  cents,  making  an  advance  of  one  hundred  and  forty  per 
cent.  The  committee  outside  of  Springfield  that  would  be  af- 
fected,— fourteen  in  number, — all  appeared,  either  through  offi- 
cials or  attorneys,  to  protest  against  the  proposed  advance  in 
fares,  and  on  account  of  the  large  increase  proposed  for  this 
Town  the  selectmen  deemed  it  wise  to  have  Palmer  represented 
in  the  case  by  counsel.  The  hearings  began  in  August  last,  con- 
tinued during  the  fall,  and  were  not  concluded  until  January  5, 
1918.  It  was  early  discovered  that  if  there  was  to  be  any 
hope  of  successfully  meeting  the  company's  demand  it  would 
be  necessary  to  employ  a  man  who  was  trained  in  street  railway 
matter.',  and  was  familiar  with  street  railway  operation  and 
values.  Accordingly  Mr.  John  P.  Fox  of  New  York,  a  man 
of  large  experience  in  the  field  of  investigating  the  relations  of 
street  railway  companies  with  communities  and  the  public  gen- 


24 


erally,  was  engaged  to  make  a  study  of  the  case' from  all  angles 
of  view  and  report  his  findings,  with  recommendations,  to  the 
towns.  It  was  agreed  that  the  expense  of  the  expert,  as  well 
as  the  expense  of  a  stenographic  copy  of  the  testimony  taken  at 
the  hearings,  should  he  divided  between  the  fourteen  com- 
munities interested  on  the  basis  of  population  as  shown  by  the 
census  of  1915.  Palmer's  share  of  these  expenses  was  as  fol- 
lows :  John  P.  Fox,  expert,  $84.83 ;  Edgecomb,  Sheehan  & 
Whitehill,  stenographers,  $28.18.  These  amounts  have  been 
paid  by  the  Selectmen  out  of  their  contingent  fund.  The  out- 
come of  the  controversy  over  fares  is  a  matter  of  conjecture, 
but  it  is  hoped  and  believed  by  the  Selectmen  that  the  railway 
company  will  not  be  granted  the  extraordinary  advance  of 
fares  proposed  for  the  Town  of  Palmer. 

Regarding  the  Dutton  Bridge,  after  the  last  annual  meet- 
ing the  Selectmen  undertook,  with  the  aid  of  counsel,  to  work 
out  with  the  street  railway  company  a  solution  of  the  diffi- 
culties in  this  case  with  a  view  to  arriving,  if  possible,  at  an 
adjustment  without  resorting  to  litigation.  Along  in  May  an 
agreement  was  arrived  at  under  which  the  street  railway  com- 
pany was  to  construct,  at  its  own  expense  and  for  its  independ- 
ent use,  a  bridge  over  the  Ware  River  just  easterly  of  the 
Dutton  Bridge,  and  surrender  to  the  town  all  rights  that  it  ever 
had  in  the  Dutton  Bridge  ;  and  the  town  was  to  pay  to  the 
street  railway  company  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  pro- 
vided Legislative  sanction  could  be  secured  therefor.  A  bill 
was  immediately  prepared  and  submitted  to- the  Legislature 
which  passed  both  branches  speedily  and  received  the  approval 
of  the  Governor  on  the  twenty- fourth  of  May.  The  act  au- 
thorizes the  Town  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  one  thousand 
dollars  that  will  be  required  to  carry  out  the  agreement  of  the 
select-  len.  It  is  felt  that  on  the  whole  the  settlement  is  a  fair 
one  for  the  Town,  inasmuch  as  with  no  great  outlay  the  present 
iron  bridge  can  be  made  to  answer  the  needs  of  ordinary  high- 
way traffic  for  many  years.  Financial  conditions  have  operated 
with  other  things  to  lay  the  construction  of  the  new  bridge, 
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but  we  are  encouraged  to  believe  that  the  work  will  be  under- 
taken early  in  the  spring. 

When  the  warrant  for  the  annual  meeting  was  being  pre- 
pared a  petition  signed  by  two  hundred  and  eighty-five  men, 
voters  of  the  Town,  was  presented  to  the  Selectmen  asking  that 
the  adjourned  meeting  be  held  at  the  Town  House  in  the  eve- 
ning of  February  11th  instead  of  the  afternoon.  While  there 
are  arguments  in  favor  of  a  change  in  the  hour,  and  possibly 
the  place,  for  holding  special  and  appropriation  meetings,  the 
Selectmen  were  of  opiniion  that,  if  a  change  were  to  be  made 
it  ought  to  be  done  under  a  vote  of  the  citizens  taken  in  town 
meeting  rather  than  by  an  arbitrary  determination  of  the  Board, 
made  without  notice  or  hearing.  Therefore  after  a  careful 
consideration  of  the  matter  the  Board  concluded  not  to  in- 
augurate so  radical  a  change,  even  at  the  request  of  so  large 
a  number  of  the  citizens,  but  rather  to  submit  the  question  to 
the  town  meeting.  Accordingly  an  article  was  prepared  and  in- 
serted in  the  warrant  with  a  view  to  presenting  the  question  to 
the  voters  for  their  action. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS. 
Statement  of  recommendations  for  the  next  year,  and  re- 


ceipts  and  expenditures  of  the  year  follow : 

Election  and  Registration, 

$700.00 

Care  and  Rent  of  Lockup, 

800.00 

Meat  and  Cattle  Inspection, 

540.00 

Premium  Workmen's  Compensation  Insurance, 

200.00 

Bookkeeper, 

650.00 

Selectmen's  Other  Expenses, 

300.00 

Contingent, 

1,400.00 

Care,  Rent  and  Maintenance  of  Town  Office-. 

1.100.00 

Special  Police, 

300.00 

Printing  and  Distributing  Annual  Reports, 

275.00 

Salaries  of  Selectmen, 

500.00 

Clerk  of  Selectmen, 

50.00 

Law  Department, 

500.00 

HAROLD  W.  BRAIXERD, 
WILLIAM  B.  KERIGAN, 
FRANK  G.  ROGERS, 

Selectmen. 


Town  Bookkeeper's  Report 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen : 
Palmer,  Mass. 

Gentlemen:  I  respectfully  submit  herewith  my  report 
of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  the  Town  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  December  31,  1917. 

RECEIPTS. 
Taxes 

CURRENT  YEAR: 

Poll,  $  4,010.00 

Personal,  36,890.67 

Real  Estate,  66,387.11  107,287.78 
PREVIOUS  YEARS : 

Poll,  386.00 

Personal,  1,203.48 

Real  Estate,  4,114.29  5,703.77 
FROM  STATE: 

Corporation  (Business),  9,650.59 

Corporation  (Public  Service),  1,594.76 

Income  Tax,  3,930.63 

National  Bank  Tax,  140.20 

Street  Railway  Tax,  2,285.28  17,601.55 

Excise  Tax,  4,248.38       4,248.38  134,841.48 


Licenses  and  Permits 

Liquor  Licenses,  $12,005.00 
Junk  Licenses,  2.00 
Milk  Licenses,  30.50 
Pool  and  Billiard  Licenses,  46.00 

All  Other,  241.00      12,324.50  12,324.50 
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Flies  and  Forfeits 


Court  Fines,  103.37 

Department  Penalties,  15.50  118.87  118.87 


Grants  and  Gifts 

Hampden  County- 
Dog  Licenses,     ■  752.27  752.27  752.27 


Priyileges 

Junk  Privilege,  1,000.00        1,000.00  1,000.00 


Special  Assessment 

Street  Sprinkling,  1,267.25        1,267.25  1,267.25 


Protection  of  Persons  and  Property 

INSPECTION: 

Sealing  Weights  and  Measures,         96.22  96.22 
FORESTRY : 

Sale  of  Material,  34.50  34.50  130.72 


Health  and  Sanitation 

SANITATION : 

Sewer  Connections,  30.00 
Sewer  Permits,  200.00 

Sales,  6.75  236.75  236.75 


29 


Hlghwaj  b 

GENERAL: 

Sale  of  Old  Materials,  134.94 
Bridges,  217.71 
Rent  of  Steam  Roller,  117.00  469.65 

SIDEWALKS  AND  CURBING: 

Sidewalk  and  Curbing  Assessment,    69.55  69.55 
Miscellaneous,  14.00  14.00  553.20 


Charities 


TOWN  FARM : 

Sale  of  Product,  1,476.60 

Board,  63.00 

Miscellaneous,  6.29  1,545.89 

REIMBURSEMENT: 

From  Cities  and  Towns,  159.50 

From  State,  1,235.15        1,394.65  2,940.54 


Education 

SCHOOLS: 

Tuition  State  Wards,  514.50 

Other  Tuition,  910.63        1,425.13  1,425.13 


Cemeteries 

Sale  of  Lots  and  Graves,  310.00 

Care  of  Lots,  719.50 

Grading  Lots,  -  19.00 

Opening  Graves,  301.50 

Foundations  161.08 

Other  Sources,  5.35        1,516.43  1,516.43 


Interest 


On  Deposits  ,  349.77 

On  Taxes  655.88  1,005.65 
PUBLIC  TRUST  FUNDS : 

Perpetual  Care  Funds,  398.15 

Thompson  Fund,  38.42 

Merrick  Fund,  34.34         470.91  1,476.56 
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Agency  and  Trust 

TRUST : 

Perpetual  Care  Funds,  450.00  450.00  450.00 


Refunds  and  Transfers 

REFUNDS : 

On  Taxes,  30.95 
On  Licenses,  950.00 

Miscellaneous,  159.06        1,140.01  1,140.01 


Municipal  Indebtedness 

TEMPORARY  LOANS: 

Anticipation  of  Taxes,  50,000.00       50,000.00  50,000.00 

Cash  on  hand  Dec.  31,  1916,  33,414.07 

$243,587.7$ 


PAYMENTS. 
General  Government 

Amount. 

Department.  Appropriation.  Expended.  *Balance. 

*The  debt  balances  are  indicated  by  a  minus  sign. 
SELECTMEN'S  DEPARTMENT: 

Salaries  and  Wages,  $550.00 
Selectmen,  500.00 
Clerk,  50.00 
Other  Expenses,  300.00 

Stationery  and  Postage,  22.20 
Printing  and  Advertising,  78.68 
Carfare,  Teamster,  6.50 
Telephone,  79.59 
All  Other  ,  815.92  24.43 

AUDITING  AND  ACCOUNTING  DEPARTMENT: 
Salaries  and  Wages,  690.00 
Auditors,  40.00 
Bookkeeper,  645.76  4.24 
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r re  a s r r v  Di v\ rt mi-: x t : 

Salaries  and  Wages,  400.00 

Treasurer,  400.00 

Other  Expenses :  225.00 

Stationer}'  and  Postage,  45.33 

Printing  and  Advertising,  7.50 

Telephone.  16.50 

Surety  Bond,  125.00 

All  Other,  40.54  —9.87 
COLLECTOR'S  DEPARTMENT : 

Salaries  and  Wages:  1,050.00 

Collector,  600.00  450.00 

Other  Expenses:  350.00 

Stationery  and  Postage,  63.44 

Printing  and  Advertising,  33.50 

Surety  Bond,  200.00 

All  Other,  1.75  51.31 
ASSESSORS  DEPARTMENT : 

.Salaries  and  Wages:  950.00 

Assessors.  900.00 

Clerical  Work,  29.00  21.00 

Other  Expenses :  375.00 

Stationery  and  Postage,  12.72 

Printing  and  Advertising,  152.90 

Teams  and  Carfare,  5.00 

Other  Expenses,  48.85  155.53 
LAW  DEPARTMENT : 

Salaries  and  Wages:  500.00 

Town  Counsel,  250.00 

Special  Attorneys,  90.00 

Other  Expenses,  2.00  158.00 
LICENSE  COMMISSION: 

Expenses:  15.00 

Clerk,  7.50 

Printing  and  Advertising,  1.50 

Teams,  5.00  1.00 
TOWN  CLERK'S  DEPARTMENT: 

Salaries  and  Wages  :  150.00 

Town  Clerk,  150.00 

Other  Expenses,  "  310.00 

Stationery  and  Postage,  13.50 

Printing  and  Advertising,  2.60 

Recording  Fees,  227.00 

Typewriter,  50.00, 

All  Other,  4.00  12.90 
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ELECTION  AND  REGISTRATION: 

Salaries  and  Wages:  700.00 

Registrars,  ,  60.00 

Precinct  Officers,  282.00 

Primary  Officers,  66.00 
Other  Expenses : 

Printing  and  Advertising,  87.38 

Carfare,  Teams  etc.,  '  27.00 

Rent,  113.50 

All  Other,  54.35  9.77 

TOWN  OFFICES :  1,050.00 

Rent,              .  960.00 

Light,  34.55 

Janitor,  60.00 

Supplies,  .60  ■ — 5.15 

TOWN  HALL: 

Janitor,  2.00 


Total  for  General  Government,  $7,471.16 


Protection  of  Persons  and  Property 

POLICE  DEPARTMENT: 


Chief  of  Police, 

1,200.00 

1,200.00 

Night  Police, 

1,920.00 

1,984.60 

—64.50 

Special  Police, 

300.00 

364.96 

—64.96 

Reimbursement, 

100.00 

100.00 

Suppression  of  Illegal  Sales, 

200.00 

64.50 

135.50 

Care,  Rent  and  Fuel  for  Lockup  : 

800.00 

Janitor, 

126.00 

Rent, 

500.00 

Fuel, 

178.22 

Repairs, 

11.38 

All  Other, 

5.15 

—16.85 

SUPPORT  OF  DISTRICT  COURT 

800.00 

Fees, 

35.61 

764.39 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT : 

Insurance  and  Care  Auto  Fire 

Truck, 

300.00 

114.30 

185.70 

Engine  House  Repairs, 

125.00 

112.50 

12.50 

New  Fire  Hose, 

400.00 

385.75 

14.25 

SEALING  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES : 
Salaries  and  Wages,  200.00 
Sealer,  200.00 
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Other  Expenses:  100.00 

Printing  and  Stationery,  13.18 
Carfare,  Teams,  etc.,  36.00 
Equipment  and  Repairs,  8.64 
All  Other,  1.03  41.15 

EXTERMINATION  MOTHS  AND  BEETLES: 

Salaries  and  Wages,  100.00 

■  Superintendent,  27.00  73.00 

Extermination  of  Moth,  400.00  400.00 
TREE  WARDEN'S  DEPARTMENT : 

Salaries :  100.00 
Warden,  72.00  28.00 

PURCHASE  AND  PLANTING:  200.00 

Trees,  71.00 
Labor,  28.50 
Teams,  .  14.00 
All  Other,  1.04  85.46 

PRESERVATION :  200.00 

Labor,  59.76 
Teams,  .  21.50  118.74 

FOREST  WARDEN'S  DEPARTMENT: 

Salaries  and  Wages:  100.00 

Warden's  Salary,  176.50  —76.50 

Forest  Fires,  900.00 

Labor,  225.65 
Meals,  14.91 
All  Other,  26.50  632.94 


Total  for  Protecting  Persons  and  Property,  $6,080.18 


Health  and  Sanitation 


HEALTH  DEPARTMENT: 


Salaries  of  Board  of  Health, 

150.00 

150.00 

Salaries  of  Clerk, 

25.00 

25.00 

GENERAL  ADMINISTRATION:  1 

,800.00 

Printing,  Stationery  and*  Postage, 

7.11 

All  Other, 

18.41 

Quarantine  and  Contageous  Diseases : 

Board, 

12.00 

Cultures, 

16.60 

Tuberculosis : 

Board  and  Treatment, 

y  614.70 
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Vital  Statistics : 

Births.  84.25 
Other  Expenses : 

Fumigation  and  Disinfectants,  27.50  1,042.12 

INSPECTION:  540.00 

Salaries,  Meat,  536.78  3.22 

Salaries,  Milk,  60.00 

All  Other,  1.56 

SANITATION  : 

SEWERS  AND  CULVERTS:  1,000.00 

Surveyor's  Salary,  92.00 

Labor,  498.83 

Teams.  '  108.51 

Pipe  and  Fittings,  149.11 

Brick,  Cement,  etc.,     '    \  20.95 

All  Others.  15.96  114.64 

OAK  STREET :  416.00 

Labor,  328.12 

Tile,  Pipe,         t  87.88 

HARVEY  AVE:  7S8.00 

Labor,  623.96 

Tile,  Pipe,  164.04 

RANDALL  STREET:      •  852.00 

Labor.  626.16 

Tile,  Pipe,  222.80  3.04 

Pleasant  St.  Sewer,  Three  Rivers,  10.60 

Labor  at  Public  Dump,  9.00 


Total  for  Health  and  Sanitation,.  $4,511.83 


Highways 

HIGHWAY  REPAIRS:  $6,500.00 

Surveyor/s  Salary,         .  624.00 

Insurance,                      •  20.20 

All  Other,  17.59 

Labor,  2.462.57 

Team,  #  2.260.99 

Oil,  Gravel,  etc.,  291.31 

Pipe  and  Cement.  28.95 

Equipment  and  Repairs,  38.74 

All  Other,  .    t  33.44 


35 


SNOW  AND  ICE: 

Surveyor's  Salary,  32.00 

Labor,  193.50 

Teams,  209.19 

•  Other.  Expenses,  24.00  308.70 

BRIDGE  REPAIRS:  1,000.00 

Surveyor's  Salary,              •  100.00 

Labor,  118.33 

Teams,  247.97 

Lumber,  203.61 

Hardware  and  Tools,  18.37 

All  Other,  9.75  301.97 

RAILINGS:  300.00 

Labor,                          .  25.38 

Material.  1  77.47 

All  Other.  1.50  195.65 

PERMANENT  HIGHWAYS: 

Repairs, .  $3,000.00 

Surveyor,  112.00 

Labor,  784.92 

'  Teams,  815.89 

Tar,  Oil  and  Coal,  698.35 

Tool,  6.78 

Trap  Rock,  -  64.21 

All  Other,  36.89  480.96 

STATE  HIGHWAY  TAX:  5,326.27 

Church  Street,  Thorntjike,  2,500.00 

Labor,  45.13 

Curbing,                fc  15.67 

Tarvia,  etc.,  2,439.20 

•COMMERCIAL  ST.  THORNDIKE:  3,100.00 

Labor,  126.40 

Macadam,  2,817.55  156.05 

HIGHWAY  CONSTRUCTION: 
(Unexpended      Balance  of 
Permanent  Highway  Con- 
struction Appropriation  in 
1912),  .  $1,339.50 

Tarvia,  •      397.89  941.61 

STREET  SPRINKLING:  1,000.00 

Teams,  929.25 

Water,  208.35 

Repairs,  3.00      — 140.60 

STREET  LIGHTING:  .  7,540.59 

Lights,  7,540.59  2.41 


/ 


36 


REPAIRS  OF  SIDEWALKS 
Ash  Walks: 
Labor, 
Teams, 
Material  , 
Concrete  Walks: 
Surveyor, 

Labor  and  Material, 

All  Other, 
New  Concrete  Walks : 

Labor, 

All  Other, 
Bondsville,  Art.  14, 

Teams, 

Curbing. 
.     All  Other, 
Bondsville,  Art.  44, 

Labor, 
Palmer,  Art,  43, 

Labor, 

Total  for  Highways, 


400.00 

1,000.00 

500.00 
150.00 

100.00 
125.00 


61.75 
137.50 
198.00 

72.00 
922.14 
4.00 

320.87 
22.00 

6.25 
128.33 
10.00 

91.43 

124.00 
$31,505.47 


2.75 

1.86 
157.13 

5.42 
8.57 
1.00 


Charities 

POOR  DEPARTMENT. 
Salaries  and  Wages : 

Salary  of  Overseer,  $455.00  430.00 

Salary  of  Clerk,  175.00  175.00 
GENERAL  ADMINISTRATION :  $10,000.00 

Interest  on  Thompson  Fund :  38.42 

Printing  and  Stationer}-,  4.13 

All  Other,  35.65 
Town  Farm  : 

Salary  of  Warden,  725.00 

Labor,  216.55 

Groceries  and  Provisions,  892.70 

Dry  Goods  and  Clothing,  163.40 

-  Medicine  and  Medical  Attendance,  89.30 

Repairs  of  Building,  14.52 

Fuel  and  Light,  386.66 

Hay,  Grain  and  Straw,  1,410.27 

Equipment  and  Repairs,  188.80 

Fertilizer,  Seed,  etc.,  129.70 

All  Other,  165.12 


25.00 
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OUTSIDE  RELIEF  BY  TOWN: 

Cash,  348.00 

Rent,  502.86 

Groceries  and  Provisions,  1,875.58 

Coal  and  Wood,  192.06 

Board  and  Coal,  296.32 

Medicine  and  Medical  Attendance,  35.40 

Burials,  80.00 

Institutions,  269.72 

All  Other,  42.00 

RELIEF  BY  OTHER  CITIES  AND  TOWNS: 

Cities,  601.46 

Towns,  68.29  1.312.93 

WING  MEMORIAL  HOSPITAL: 

Board  and  Treatment,  750.00           549.42  200.58 

SOLDIERS'  BENEFIT : 

State  Aid,  646.00 

Soldiers'  Relief,  200.00           50.00  150.00 

German  War  Aid,  225.00 


Total  for  Charity,  $10,808.91 


Education 


GENERAL  FUND,  $56,385.00 
DOG  TAXES,  752.27 
INTEREST  ON  MERRICK  FUND,  34.34 
SALARIES : 

Superintendent,  2,250.02 

Truant  Officer,  81.00 

Clerk.  713.00 

OTHER  EXPENSES : 

Printing,  Postage  and  Stationery,  212.95 

Telephone,                      •  60.92 

Traveling  Expenses,  19.12 

Freight  and  Cartage,     *  127.04 

All  Other,    '  147.82 

TEACHER'S  SALARIES :  v 

High,  5,602.95 

Elementary,  21,666.06 

Retirement,  436.00 

TEXT  BOOKS  AND  SUPPLIES: 
High: 

Text  and  Reference  Books,  355.34 

All  Other,  173.76 
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Elementary : 

Text  and  Reference  Books,  1,744.67 
All  Other,              •                                    »  116.68 

TRANSPORTATION : 

High,  1,102.75 

Elementary,  2,053.25 

JANITOR  SERVICE: 

.  High,  550.00 

Elementary,                             %  2,066.50 

FUEL  AND  LIGHT  : 

High,  1,432.45 

Elementary,  4,941.41 

MAINTENANCE  OF  BUILDING  AND  GROUNDS: 
High: 

Janitor  Supplies,  66.25 

Water,  33.94 

All  Other,  153.75 
Elementary : 

Janitor  Supplies,  190.42 

Water,  218.73 

All  Others,  1,081.94 
FURNITURE  AND  FURNISHINGS: 
High: 

Desk,  Chairs,  etc.,  8.50 

All  Other,  15.50 
Elementary : 

Desk,  Chairs,  etc.,  328.40 

All  Other,  273.44 

Rent,  60.00 

OTHER  EXPENSES: 

Diplomas  .and.  Graduating  Exercises,  70.94 

Insurance,  629.72 

All  Other,  62.69 

Medical  Inspection,  200.00 

COMMERCIAL  COURSE: 
Teacher's  Salaries : 

Instructors,  1,396.50 

Assistants,  1.621.00 

Retirement,  142.50 
Text  Book  and  Supplies  : 

Text  and  Reference  Books,  151.48 

Miscellaneous  Supplies,  66.54 

Typewriter,  40.00 


MUSIC.  MANUAL  TRAINING  AND  DRAWING : 
Teacher's  Salary : 

Music  Instructor,  600.00 

Manual  Training,  and  Drawing,  900.00 
Text  Book  and  Supplies : 

Music  and  Music  Books,  142.25 

Drawing  Materials,  23878 

Manual  Training  Supplies,  333.83 

All  Other.  15.19 
EVENING  SCHOOL: 

Salaries :  N 

Instruction,  632.00 

Interpreters,  27.50 

Janitors,  92.50 
Text  Books  and  Supplies : 

Text  and  Reference  Books,  11.93 

All  Other,  25.00 
REPAIRS  OF  SCHOOL  BUILDINGS: 
High: 

Carpentry  and  Painting,  2.15 

Plumbing,  8.50 
All  Other,                                                  '  113.69 
Elementary : 

Carpentry  and  Painting,  365.07 

Plumbing,  27.68 

Lumber,  Brick,  etc.,  2.39 

All  Other,  300.87  666.3 
USE  OF  COMMITTEE: 
Appropriation  of  1916:  $500.00 

Advertising,  9.05 

Expenses,  .30  490.6 


Total  for  Education,  $56,514.61 


Library 

Young  Men's  Library  Association,       3,000.00  3,000.00 

Repairs  on  Library,  6.85 

Total  for  Library,  3,006.85 
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Unclassified 

MEMORIAL  DAY:  100.00  100.00 

Town  Clock,  75.00  75.00 
Printing  and  Distributing  Annual 

Reports,  275.00  259.32 

Workmen's  Liability  Insurance,  200.00  137.77 

Agricultural  Demonstration,  300.00  300.00 

Total  for  Unclassified,  872.09 


.15.68 
62.23 


Cemeteries 

SALARIES  AND  WAGES: 

Salary  and  Secretary,  150.00  150.00 

CARE  AND  MAINTENANCE:  1,650.00 

Printing,  Stationery  and  Postage,  6.24 

Telephone,  11.00 

Labor,  1,287.41 

Team,  30.77 

Loam,  18.00 

Equipment  and  Repair-,  60.16 

Cement,  21.76 

AH  Other,  83.12 

IMPROVEMENTS: 

Labor,  .50 

•  Trees  and  Shrubs,  16.75 

Total  for  Cemetery,  $1,685.71 


114.29 


Interest 


TEMPORARY  LOANS: 
Anticipation  of  Taxes, 

GENERAL  LOANS: 
Refunding  Loan, 
Grammar  School  Bonds, 
High  School  Bonds, 
Highway  Construction  Bonds, 
Three  Rivers  School  Loan, 
Refunding  Bridge  Loan, 
Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund, 

Total  Interest, 


1,100.00 


2,430.25 


1,046.53 

80.00 
196.00 
420.00 
1,100.00 
63.75 
382.50 
398.15 

$2,640.40 


53.47 


188.00 
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Municipal  Indeptedness 

IKMPORAKY  LOAN'S: 

Anticipation  of  Taxes,  50,000.00 

GENERAL  LOANS: 

Refunding  Loan,  2.000.00 

Three  Rivers  School  Bonds,  3,000.00 

Grammar  School  Bonds,  1.600.00 

High  School  Bonds,  1,000.00 

Highway  Construction  Bonds,  5,000.00 

Refunding  Bridge  Loan,  3,000.00 

Total  for  Municipal  Indebtedness,  $65,600.0(3 


Agency  and  Trust 

TAXES : 

State,  14,190.00 

Non-Resident  Bank,  1,185.90 

County,  6,102.89 

LIQUOR  LICENSES : 

For  State,  3,001.25 

For  Transfer,  950.00 

TRUST  FUND : 

Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund,  450.00 

Total  for  Agency  and  Trust,  $25,880.04 

Cash  on  hand,  Dec.  31,  1917,  25,964.00 


$243,587.78 
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The  above  report  conforms  with  the  system  of  book- 
keeping; inaugurated  by  the  State  Bureau  of  Statistics  and 
accepted  by  the  Town  of  Palmer. 

In  this  report  will  be  found  some  apparent  inconsis- 
tencies which  the  following  classification  of  the  "Contin- 
gent Funds"  will  explain. 


Department  Amount 
Expended  In.  Appropriation.  Expended.  Balance. 

SELECTMEN'S  "CONTINGENT":  1,000.00 


Selectmen's  Other  Expenses, 

729.32 

Protection  of  Persons  and  Property, 

3.90 

Health  and  Sanitation, 

103.85 

Highways, 

45.18 

Library, 

6.85 

SUPPORT  OF  POOR 
"CONTINGENT" :  500.00 

Repairs  at  Town  Farm,  8.00  492.00 

HARRIETTE  PAINE, 

Bookkeeper. 


Trial  Bal  ance 


J.  A.  Hawkes,  Coll.  1912, 

J.  A.  Hawkes,  Coll.  1913, 

J.  A.  Hawkes,  Coll.  1914, 

j.  A.  Hawkes,  Coll.  1915, 

J.  A.  Hawkes,  Coll.  1916, 

J.'A.  Hawkes-,  Coll.  1917, 

Cemetery  Dept.  Bills,  1912  and  Prior, 

Overlay,  1912, 

Overlay,  1913, 

Overlay,  1914, 

Overlay,  1915, 

Overlay,  1916, 

Overlay,  1917, 

Revenue, 

Excise  and  Deficiency, 
Auditors  Dept..  Salary, 
Selectmen's  Other  Expenses, 
Treasurer's  Other  Expenses, 
Collector's  Salary, 
Collector's  Other  Expenses, 
Assessor's  Dept.  Salaries, 
Assessor's  Other  Expenses, 
License  Commissioner's  Expenses, 
Town  Clerk's  Diner  Expenses, 
Law  Department, 
Town  Offices, 
Election  and  Registration, 
Night  Police, 
Special  Police, 

Police  Dept.  Reimbursement, 

Suppression  of  Illegal  Sales, 

Care  and  Rent  of  Lockup, 

Support  of  District  Court, 

Insurance  and  Maintenance  Auto  Fire  Truck, 

Engine  House  Repair, 

New  Fire  Hose, 


2.35 
1,050.83 
819.37 
3,727.83 
7.706.41 
8,724.06 
.  26.16 

2.35 
1,050.83 
819.37 
2,287.37 
1,877.30 
2,252.85 

16,221.23 

44,631.08 
4.24 
24.43 

9.-87 

280.00 
51.31 
21.00 

155.53 
1.00 
12.90 

158.00 

5.15 

9.77 

64.60 
64.96 

IOQ.00 
135.50 

16.85 

764.39 
185.70 
12.50 
14.25 
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Tree  Warden's  Salary,  .  28.00 

Purchase  and  Planting  Shade  Trees,  85.46 

Preservation  of  Shade  Trees,  118.74 

Stipt.  Moth  Department,  73.00 

Extermination  Elm  Tree  Beetle,  400.00 

Eorest  Fires,  632.94 

Sealer's  Other  Expenses,  41.15 

Board  of  Health,  1,042.12 

Care  of  Sewers,  114.64 

Randall  Street  Sewer,  3.04 

Meat  and  Cattle  Inspection,  3.22 

Highway  Repairs,  30S.70 

Permanent  Highway  Repairs,  480.96 

Commercial  Street,  156.Q5 

Bridge  Repairs,  301.97 

Highway  Construction,  941.61 
Street  Sprinkling,  140.60 

New  Concrete  Sidewalks,  157.13 

Repairs  of  Tar  Walks,                                       .  1.86 

Repairs  of  Ash  Walks,  2.75 

Bridge  Street  Sidewalk,  5.42 

Main  Street  Sidewalk,  8.57 

Converse  Street  Sidewalk,  1.00 

Street  Lighting,  2.41 

Railings,  195.65 

Poor  Department,  Salaries,  25.00 

Support  of  Poor,                ■  1,312.93 

Support  of  Poor  "Contingent",  492.00 
State  Aid,                     '  646.00 

Soldiers  and  Sailors  Aid,  150.00 

Wing  Memorial,  200.58 
German  War  Aid,  155.00 

Education,  666.35 

Investigation  of  Need  of  Schoolroom,  490.65 

Selectmen's  "Contingent"  Account,  110.90 

Workmen's  Compensation  Insurance,  62.23 

Printing  Town  Reports,  15.68 

Reserve  Fund,  2,630.25 

Reserve  Fund  on  -Account  of  Abatements,  1,886.88 

Cemetary  Care  and  Improvement,  114.29 

Interest  on  Temporary  Loans,  53.47 
Advance  Account,  Maturing  Dept.  Due  Jan.  1,  1918,  2,000.00 
Advance  Account,  Interest  on  Maturing 


Debt,  due  Jan.  1,  1918,  824.00 
Net  Bonded  Debt.,  45,800.00 
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Highway  Construction  Loan, 
1 1  [gh  School, 
Grammar  School, 
Refunding  Bridge, 
Turst  Funds, 

Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund, 
Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Income  Account, 
Merrick  Fund, 
Thompson  Fund, 

Cash  Balance,  December  31,  1917, 


25,000.00 
10,000.00 
4,800.00 
6,000.00 

17,370.09 

14,885.00 
683.81 
850.00 
951.28 

25,964.00 


$131,339.36  $131,339.36 


Assessors'  Report 


The  Board  of  Assessors  respectfully  report  as  follows : 

Appropriations,  $124,064.00 

Maturing  Town  Bonds,  15,600.00 

Interest,  3,530.25 

County  Tax,  6,102.89 

State  Highway  Tax,  5,326.27 

State  Tax,  14,190.00 


Deductions,  $168,813.41 

Liquor  License  Fees,  $9,003.75 

Cash  on  hand  voted  to  reduce  levy,  21,350.22 

Estimated  receipts,  18,220.00 
Excise  Tax  of  1916  to  reduce  high- 
way appropriation,  3,978.18 
Credit  from  State  Income  Tax,  3,741.00  56,293.15 


112,520.26 

Overlay,  2,317.95 


Amount  to  be  raised,  114,838.21 
Non-resident  Bank  Tax,  1,197.84 
Street  Sprinkling  Assessment,  1,475.88 


Amount  of  Warrant,  September  19,  1917,  117,451.93 
Pool  Taxes  since  added,  2.00 
Springfield  Street  Ry.  Excise  Tax,  4,248.38 


Total  Amount  on  Collector's  Book, 


$121,702.31 
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VALUATION  FOR  1917. 

Personal  Property,  $1,954,141.00 

Resident  Bank  Stock.  75,600.002,0^9741.00 


Buildings,  2,000,802.00 

Land,  ,  961,394.00  3,862,196.00 


Total  Valuation  for.  1917,  5,891,937.00 
Tax  rate,  $18.60 

TABLE  OF  AGGREGATES. 

Number  of  residents  assessed  on  property  (Individuals),  1,837 

Number  of  residents  assessed  on  property  (All  others),  352 
Number  of  Non-residents  assessed  on  property 

(Individuals),  •  172 
Number  of  Non-residents  assessed  on  property 

(All  others),  78 


Total  number  assessed  on  property,  2,439 
Total  number  assessed  a  poll  only,  1,039 


Total  number  of  names  April  assessment,  3,478 
Added  names  since  for  poll  tax,  1 
Added  names  since  for  Excise  tax,  1 


3,480 

Number  of  horses  assessed,  348 

Number  of  Cows  assessed,  504 

Number  of  neat  cattle  other  than  cows  assessed,  136 

Number  of  swine  assessed,  82 

Number  of  fowl  assessed,  3,223 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  assessed,  1,229 

Number  of  acres  of  land  assessed,  18,339 

ROY  E.  CUMMINGS 
JOHN  O.  HAMILTON, 
CHARLES  E.  FULLER, 

Assessors. 


Board  of  Health  Report 


To  the  Honorable  Selectmen  and  the  Citizens  of  Palmer  : 

The  Board  of  Health  of  the  Town  of  Palmer  herewith  sub- 
mit their  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1917. . 

The  number  of  cases  of  contagious  and  infectious  diseases 
reported  to  this  Board  during  the  year  1917  were  much  less 
than  the  year  previous,  there  being  41  this  year  against  156 
last  year. 

TABLE  NO.  1. 
Contagious  and  infectious  diseases : 
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TABLE  NO.  2. 
Number  of  deaths  reported  from  Jan.  1,  1917  to  Dec.  31, 


1917. 

January, 

12 

February, 

16 

Alarcli 

6 

April, 

14 

May, 

15 

June, 

12 

July, 

10 

August, 

15 

September, 

6 

October, 

7 

November, 

12 

December, 

10 

135 

TABLE  NO.  3. 

Ages  at  death  of  persons  dying  from  Jan.  1,  1917  to  Dec 
31.  1917. 


Totals    Males  Females 


Less  than  1  year, 

29 

18 

11 

1  to    2  years, 

9 

4 

5 

2  to    3  years, 

1 

1 

3  to    4  years, 

1 

1 

5  to  10  years, 

4 

3 

1 

10  to  15  years, 

1 

1 

15  to  20  years, 

4 

4 

20  to  30  years, 

6 

3 

3 

30  to  40  years, 

16 

9 

7 

40  to  50  years, 

10 

6 

4 

50  to  60  years, 

6 

6 

60  to  70  years, 

18 

10 

8 

70  to  80  years, 

13 

6 

7 

80  to  90  years, 

9 

4 

5 

90  to  100  years, 

3 

1 

2 

Still  Births, 

5 

1 

4 

135 

72 

63 
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RECEIPTS. 

Appropriations,  $1,800.00 
Salaries,  175.00 


EXPENDITURES. 

Laboratory  Work,  $16.60 

Inspection,  24.00 

Fumigating,  27.00 
Board  and  care  of  persons  : 

Sick  with  dangerous  diseases,  293.00 

Westfidd  State  Sanatorium,  125. 13 

Rutland  State  Sanatorium,  208.57 

Supplies,  6.67 

Phone.  16.16 

Incidental,  4.75 

Salaries,  175.00 


$1,975.00 


896.88 


Balance  not  used,      .  $1,078.1. 


REPORT  OF  MILK  INSPECTOR. 
For  the  Year  Ending  Dec.  30,  1917. 

To  Board  of  Blealth,  Palmer : 

I  have  inspected  milk  wagons  and  places  where  milk  is 
produced,  kept  and  sold,  96. 

Inspected  twice  where  milk  is  produced  and  cows  once. 
Number  producers  permits,  no  fee,  43 
Number  milk  licenses,  61  (a  .50  $30.50 
Oleomargarine.  10  @  .50,  5.00 


$35.50 

Paid  Town  Treasurer,  $35.50 

Respectfully  yours, 

CHAS.  H.  KEITH,  ' 

Milk  Inspector. 
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REPORT  OF  MEAT  INSPECTOR. 

Beef.  Condemned  Hogs  Condemned  Veil  Condemned 
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22 

0 
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0 
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9 

0 

43 

0 

4 

0 

173 

5 

174 

0 

207 

4 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHAS.  H.  KEITH, 

Inspector. 


The  Board  recommends  for  its  use  in  the  Health  Depart-' 

ment,  $1,000.00 

Vital  Statistics,  400.00 

Salaries,  175.00 

J.  P.  SCHNEIDER, 

S.  O.  MILLER, 

W.  C.  HITCHCOCK, 

Board  of  Health. 

HARRIETTE  PAINE,  Clerk. 


Highway  Surveyor's  Report 


January  1,  1918. 

To  the  Voters  of  the  Town  of  Palmer : 

As  everyone  knows,  the  labor  conditions  have  been  ab- 
normal this  year.  There  was  such  a  demand  for  unskilled 
labor  in  the  factories  and  mills,  and  such  high  wages  were  paid 
that  the  employees  secured  a  large  proportion  of  the  laborers 
that  would  ordinarily  have  been  available  for  work  construct- 
ing highways.  On  account  of  these  conditions  there  was  work- 
that  had  to  be  left  undone. 

At  the  opening  of  the  year  there  was  extra  work  done  on 
account  of  the  detour  from  Palmer  Center  to  the  State  Hatch- 
ery. This  being  a  soft  dirt  road  the  heavy  traffic  rutted  it 
badly. 

Main  Street  from  Central  street  to  the  railroad  bridge 
was  improved  by  being  plowed.  The  loose  material  was  carted 
away.  The  road  surface  was  made  of  trap  rock  thoroughly 
rolled.  It  was  then  grouted  with  a  hot  asphaltic  product  ap- 
plied by  pressure  machine.  This  was  covered  with  fine  chip 
or  pea  stone.  The  cost  being  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars, 
taken  from  the  care  of  highway  appropriation. 

The  rural  roads  were  repaired  with  scraper  and  drags. 
The  bituminous  surface  was  patched  in  Thorndike,  Bondsville, 
Three  Rivers  and  Palmer. 

The  surface  that  was  treated  by  the  pressure  machine 
was  from  the  High  School  to  the  railroad  crossing  in  Thorn- 
dike,  Main  Street,  Palmer,  from  the  brick  paving  to  the  Point 
of  Rocks. 

Th  bridges  at  West  Brimfield  had  to  be  repaired  on  ac- 
count of  the  heavy  hauling  of  broken  stone  on  the  State  High- 
way repairs. 
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The  King  bridge  was  replanked,  the  cost  being  seventy- 
eight  dollars,  the  Town  of  Brimfield  paying  one-half  of  the 
cost. 

The  lower  bridge  on  the  West  Warren  road  was  damaged 
by  a  truck  that  the  State  Highway  Commission  was  using. 
The  truck,  weighing  fifty-live  hundred  and  loaded  with  trap 
rock,  broke  through  the  flooring,  breaking  three  (3)  of  the 
cross  timbers.  This  was  repaired  at  a  cost  of  forty  dollars, 
the  Town  of  Brimfield  paying  one-half  the  cost. 

The  Red  bridge  leading  to  the  West  Brimfield  Station 
gave  way  on  the  Palmer  side,  caused  by  one  of  the  girders 
breaking.  The  bridge  was  closed  to  traffic  until  repairs  were 
made.  The  cost  was  one  hundred-thirty  dollars,  the  Town  of 
Brimfield  paying  one-half  the  cost. 

The  Fay  bridge  was  damaged  by  a  motor  vehicle  running 
into  the  iron  work,  causing  the  bridge  to  drop  four  (4)  feet. 
This  was  repaired  under  the  supervision  of  the  Surveyor  of 
Highways  of  Palmer,  the  Town  of  Monson  paying  the  cost 
allowed  to  them  by  the  insurance  company. 

The  planking  of  the  Depot  street  bridge  became  loosened 
and  the  spikes  were  working  up  on  account  of  old  stringers. 
This  was  repaired  by  taking  up  the  planks,  ten  new  stringers 
were  put  on.  and  the  planks  replaced.  The  cost  was  one  hundred 
and  sixty  dollars,  the  Town  of  Monson  paying  one-half  the 
cost. 

In  North  street,  Three  Rivers,  there  has  always  been 
three  (3)  plank  culvert  bridges  maintained  on  account  of  the 
turn  of  the  brook.  Two  of  these  bridges  needed  to  be  rebuilt. 
By  changing  the  course  of  the  brook  they  were  done  away 
with.    The  cost  was  thirty-five  dollars. 

The  sewers  of  the  Town  were  flushed  as  often  as  found 
necessary.  The  catch  basins  were  kept  clean.  New  grates 
were  put  in  to  replace  some  that  were  broken.  There  were 
some  catch  basins  that  had  to  be  raised  or  lowered  to  better 
conditions.  One  manhole  wras  built.  There  were  six  (6) 
house  connections  constructed.  The  culverts  were  cleaned, 
and  a  few  were  replaced  with  metal  culverts. 
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New  railings  were  put  up  to  replace  broken  ones  when 
it  was  possible  to  find  anyone  that  could  furnish  railings. 
The  annual  inventory  of  equipment  has  been  taken. 
The  Town  barn  will  be  opened  at  any  time  for  inspection. 

1  would  recommend  the  following  appropriations  : 


Care  of  highway,  $7,000 

Care  of  improved  highways,  3,000 

Care  of  bridges,  1,000 

Care  of  sewers  and  culverts,  1,000 

Repair  of  tar  walks,  1,000 

Repair  of  ash  walks,  400 

Railings,  300 


Respectfully  submitted, 

'  DANIEL  W.  DILLON, 

Surveyor  of  Highways. 

BILLS  RECEIVABLE. 

Keating  Construction  Co.,  for  use  of  Steam  Roller, 

claims  secured  by  the  Town  of  Warren, 
Town  of  Belchertown,  use  of  Steam  Roller, 
The  Barrett  Co.,  35  Wendell  St.,  Boston,  Mass., 

Credit  balance, 


$156.00 
195.00' 

22.54 


Cemetery  Commissioners'  Report 


The  Board  of  Cemetery  Commissioners  hereby  submit  the 
following  report : 

RECEIPTS. 

Appropriations,  1917,  $1,800.00 

Sale  of  lots,  Oak  Knoll,  $286.00 

Sale  of  lots,  Four  Corners,      '  24.00 

Care  of  lots,  719.50 

Grading  lots,           m  19.00 

Opening  graves.  '301.50 

Foundations,  161.08 

All  others,   '  5.35  1,516.43. 


BILLS  RECEIVABLE. 
Mrs.  G.  A.  Smith,  1914,  balance  lot,  $15.00 


Mrs.  A.  A.  Kenyon,  1915,  lot,  20.00  35.00 

W.  E.  Lawlcr,  1914,  foundations,  6.00 

F.  H.  Warby,  foundations,  3.00 

C.  A.  Risley  &  Co.,  foundations,  10.71 

Smith  Granite  Co.,  foundations,  18.20 

Deacon  Bros.,  foundations,  *  1.57 

J.  W.  Lambert,  foundations,  8.86 

John  Lawler's  Sons,  Inc.,  foundations,  22.95 

McGregory  &  Casman,  foundations,  10.70  81.98 

Mrs.  L.  F.  Page,  1914,  grading,  1.00 

Henry  G.  Nichols,  grading,  5.00 

*W.  H.  Blodgett,  grading,  '8.00  14.00 

Est.  Mrs.  C.  V.  Weeks,  grave,  1914,  3.00 

Est.  S.  G.  Kenyon,  1916,  grave,  3.00 

W.  H.  Graham,  Corp.  grave,  3.00  9.00 

C.  A.  Smith,  1913,  care,  1.00 

Mrs.  Emma  C.  Carpenter,  care,  3.00 

Mrs.  L.  A.  Hastings,  care,  2.00 

Mrs.  Ida  L.  Milligan,  care,  2.00 

Hattie  M.  Blanchard,  care,  2.00 
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W.  A.  Clark,  care, 

2.25 

H.  D.  Converse,  care, 

2.50 

*J.  M.  Sisk,  care, 

1.00 

*Mrs.  Henry  Thayer,  care, 

2.00 

*J.  A.  Hawkes,  care, 

2.00 

*Mrs.  Julia  McKendrick,  care, 

,  2.00 

Jason  H.  Keith,  care, 

2.00 

Abram  Jordan,  care, 

2.00 

-Paid  after  closing  of  'books,  $3,482.16 


EXPENDITURES. 


Salaries,, 

$150.00 

Printing  and  Postage, 

6.24 

Supplies, 

63.34 

Labor, 

1,267.66 

Teams, 

'  42.77 

Equipment  and  Repairs, 

58.75 

Fertilizer, 

18.00 

AH  Others, 

78.95 

1,685.71 

Balance, 

114.29 

114.29 

Paid  George  E.  Clough, 

1.516.43 

1,526.43 

INVENTORY  OF  PROPERTY. 


Tool  house,  Oak 

Knoll, 

75.00 

Tool  house,  Four 

Corners, 

50.00 

fools, 

50.00 

Unsold  lots  at  market  price: 

Four  Corners 

—       153  at  $8.00 

$1,224.00 

Oak  Knoll- 

5  at  50.00 

250.00 

11  at  35.00 

385.00 

7  at  25.00 

175.00 

135  at  24.00 

3.240.00 

55  at  20.00 

1,100.00 

4  at  12.00 

48.00 

3  at  8.00 

24.00 

72  at  1.00 

72.00 

$6,518.00  $6,693.00 
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Perpetual  Care  Funds 


Present 

Amount. 

Condition. 

Henry  Seism, 

IplUU.UU 

<t10?  71 
quUZ.jZ 

John  A.  Squier, 

i  on  on 

1AA  71 
1UO.OJ 

Lalista  IL.  Hencli  lcks, 

100  no 
1UU.UJ 

1 1\7  AO 

Laura  K.  Child, 

can  on 
DUU.UJ 

1  A  f<7 

Minnie  K.  Bennett, 

onrv  AO 

zuu.uu 

lOA  7y 
ZU+./o 

Avery  W.  Green, 

onn  no 
ZUU.UU 

9A1  9C 
ZU4.ZD 

Waterman  Fuller, 

9AO  An 
ZUU.UU 

99/1  1M 
ZZ4.ZO 

John  and  Lucy  Smith, 

oiy\  on 
ZUU.UU 

9AA  9C 
ZU't.ZO 

William  A.  Breckcnridge, 

9  An  no 

9A4  Si  7 
ZU'+.o.j 

James  W.  Snow, 

100  ao 
1UU.UU 

1 A9  1  1 
1UZ.  1  1 

Franklin  Blanehard, 

1  no  oa 
1UU.UU 

1A9  71 
lUZ.oZ 

John  H.  Haynes, 

9AA  AO 

910  s 
ZlU.oO 

Mary  A.  Shaw, 

1  AO  AH 
1UU.UU 

1A?  7? 
1UZ.OZ 

Jane  A.  Gibson, 

1 0A  AO 
1UU.UO 

104.  61 

c.  xj.  vjates, 

^0  00 

Louisa  M.  WaicI, 

9AA  AO 

110  Q"* 

-Amos  i\.  /\uen, 

1 AA  AO 
1UU.UU 

109  07 
luz.y/ 

1  orrey  Fund, 

1  AA  AA 
1UU.UU 

1  n9  on 

1UZ.VU 

Pliny  Cooley, 

DU.UU 

CI  9Q 

Henry  G.  Loomis, 

9AA  AO 

91  C 
Zl  O.oO 

wiuiam  noiurooK, 

9A0  An 

ZUU.UU 

9A4  7<l 
ZU-t./  o 

Maria  Lawrence, 

C AA  AO 
oUU.UU 

jZO.4-1 

Keycs"  Foster, 

inn  on 

109 

Harriet  Coolidge, 

9O0  An 

991  OA 
l  .vo 

ivirs.  Lu.  vv .  i)i  own, 

9  aa  on 

990  0? 

Eliza  J.  Kenerson, 

900  on 

ZUU.UU 

904  0  -i 

\VIlllcllH    1V1CI  1  ldlil, 

9AA  AO 

?1Q  M 

Marv  T?  pr Irlincr 
-.Hal  j  IVCUUllli^j 

50.00 

51.00 

1  )     ^  Davis 

9aa  on 

904  SQ 

jVl  1  fell  1 1 1     A  n/1  mure 
ivl  ill  Mlctll    AIUII  IW!), 

900  OO 
ZUU.UU 

907  00 

L\Ji  .UU 

Ambrose  AI.  Andrews, 

900  on 

ZUU.UU 

90  ^  00 
ZUj.UU 

linos  Calkins, 

100.00 

102.00 

Samuel  C.  Rogers, 

200.00 

208.00 

Willard  G.  Kenerson, 

100.00 

102.00 

M.  B.  Chapman,  care  Gilbert  Barker  lot, 

100.00 

102.00 

M.  B.  Chapman,  care  of  S.  Chapman  lot, 

200.00 

208.00 

Julia  H  Henry, 

100.00 

102.00 

Isaac  King, 

150.00 

153.00 

Abel  H.  Calkins, 

100.00 

102.00 

Edward  C.  -  Sexton, 

100.00 

102.00 
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Henry  Moore, 

100.00 

102.00' 

J.  S.  Roster, 

100.00 

102.00 

Melissa  Hall, 

150.00 

155.00 

Jeremiah  Long-, 

1,000.00 

1.000.00 

Mary  J.  Plympton, 

100.00 

100.00 

Clymcna  P.  Fuller, 

150.00 

151.00 

Abigail  T.  Nichols, 

50.00 

50.00 

Mary  Hastings, 

100.00 

101.00 

Orrin  B.  Smith, 

200.00 

203.00 

Orrin  B.  Smith,  care  of  Thomas  I 

>.  Smith  lot, 

100.00 

101.00 

Laura  P.  Green, 

100.00 

101.00 

J.  IT.  Kenerson, 

100.00 

100.00' 

William  Harvey, 

150.00 

151.00 

Alden  L.  Fletcher, 

60.00 

62.00 

Carrie  A.  Kurtz, 

100.00 

102.00 

Ralph  Green, 

200.00 

216.00 

Meriva  L.  Capen, 

100.00 

101.00 

Minerva  R.  Olds, 

100.00 

100.00' 

Otis  C.  Lyon, 

100.00 

100.00 

Plitchcock-Graves, 

100.00 

100.00 

Minerva  M.  Gates, 

200.00 

205.00 

Rogers-Paine, 

100.00 

100.00 

Elizabeth  D.  Moore, 

100.00 

101.00 

Mary  E.  Bailey, 

100.00 

104.00 

M.  M.  Rogers, 

100.00 

100.00- 

Nellie  S.  Hooker, 

75.00 

78.25 

Ethan  Warriner, 

100.00 

100.00 

Lizzie  E.  Fletcher, 

100.00 

101.00 

Andrew  Pinney, 

100.00 

123.19 

Frank  F.  Marcy, 

500.00 

510.(X> 

Thomas  McDougall, 

100.00 

100.CO 

Sarah  J.  Winter, 

200.00 

204.00' 

Charles  B.  Fiske, 

200.00 

204.00 

Minnie  B.  Converse, 

500.00 

510.00- 

Amelia  M.  Culver, 

100.00 

101.00 

Omer  W.  Marcy, 

100.00 

100.00 

Frank  M.  Eager. 

250.00 

250.00 

Maria  Ritchie, 

100.00 

101.00 

Charles  H.  Burleigh,  C.  B.  lot, 

100.00 

100.00 

Julia  A.  Burleigh,  B.  B.  lot, 

100.00 

101.00' 

C.  FI.  and  J.  A.  Burleigh,  care  of  J.  W. 

Calkin's  lot, 

•25.00 

25m 

Emily  M.  Holdsworth, 

100.00 

100.00 

Sarah  D.  Smith, 

100.00 

101.00 

H.  P.  Marcy, 

100.00 

100.0O 
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Josic  M.  Northrop, 

300.00 

302.00 

&  and  F.  M.  Dodge, 

100.00 

100.00 

Calvin  Childs, 

100.00 

100.00 

Joseph  A.  Brown, 

500.(X) 

505.00 

Sarah  I.  L.  Snow, 

50.00 

50.50 

Abby  J.  Pierce, 

100.00 

100.00 

Daniel  W.  Taft, 

75.00 

75.25 

1  Ienry  Graves, 

50.00 

50.00 

William  H.  Osborne, 

50.00 

50.00 

Sarah  E.  Ward, 

50.00 

50.00 

George  1*.  Sedgewick, 

1  nn  on 

George  H.  Cobb, 

cn  on 

Cn  OH 

13.  JV1.  LiTlsW  OKI, 

£A  on 

Thomas  Bruce, 

inn  tv\ 
1UU.0U 

inn  oo 

$14,885.09 

$15,299.74 

Gain  in  P.  C.  Fund, 

$450.00 

Cemetery  Commissioners  Interest  Fund, 

total,  Jan.  1,  1917, 

$547.95 

Added : 

Interest  P.  C.  Fund, 

575.15 

Interest,  C.  I.  Fund, 

27.82 

$1,150.92 

Withdrawn  : 

P.  C.  Fund, 

491.00 

Present  Condition,  $659.92 


DAVID  L.  BODFISH, 
SAMUEL  M.  PHILLIPS, 
LEWIS,  R.  HOLDEN, 

Cemetery  Commissioners^ 


Overseers  of  the  Poor  Report 


To  the  Honorable  Selectmen  and  the  Citizens  of  Palmer : 

The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  Town  of  Palmer  here- 
with submit  their  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31, 
1917. 

During  the  year  190  persons  have  received  aid  through 
this  department.  This  includes  all  persons  aided  at  the  Town 
Farm  and  all  children  of  parents  aided,  which  are  as  follows : 

Town  Farm,  17;  Outside  Poor,  80. 

Outside  Poor  under  Chap.  763,  Acts  of  1913,  23. 

Persons  aided  in  this  town  having  settlement  in  other 
cities  and  towns,  11. 

Persons  aided  in  other  cities  and  towns  having  settlement 
in  this  town,  25. 

Persons  aided  in  this  town  having  no  settlement  in  the 
Commonwealth,  34. 

The  expenditures  are  as  follows : 

Paid  on  account  of  Town  Farm,  $4,344.74 
Paid  on  account  of  outside  Poor,  2,362.13 
Paid  on  account  of  Outside  Poor,  under  Chap.  763, 
Acts  of  1913,  of  which  one  third  will  be  reim- 
hursed  by  the  State,  481.94 
Paid  on  account  of  persons  living  in  this  town 
having  settlement  in  other  cities  and  towns  of 
which  the  whole  amount  will  be  reimbursed,  381.54 
Paid  to  other  cities  and  towns  on  account  of  per- 
sons having  settlement  in  this  town,  751.88 
Paid  on  account  of  persons  living  in  this  town 
who  have  no  settlement  in  the  Commonwealth 
and  will  be  reimbursed  by  the  State,  334.12 
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TOWN  FARM. 


Warden's  Salary, 

Labor, 

Provisions, 

Supplies, 

Pasturing, 

Grain, 

Seeds, 

Fertilizer, 

Farming  Utensils, 

Paints  and  Oils, 

Clothing, 

Medicine  and  Medical  Attendance, 

Insurance, 

Fuel, 

Lights, 

Phone, 

Incidental,  . 


RECEIPTS  OF  FARM. 


Live  Stock, 

Eggs, 

Butter, 

Beans, 

Potatoes, 

Board, 


$1,259.54 
33.63 
67.23 
21. QO 
129.75 
58.50 


$725.00 
277.15 
549.95 
565.87 
40.00 
1,389.07 
26.15 
68.75 
70.00 
26.73 
85.50 
33.30 
66.01 
309.92 
76.54 
23.19 
11.61 

14,344.74 


$1,569.65 


PAID  OUT  BY  WARDEN. 


Town  Treasurer, 
Labor, 

Soap  and  Disinfectants, 
Drugs,  etc., 
Supplies, 
Cash  on  hand, 


$1,439.60 
30.00 
21.30 
5.50 
40.40 
32.85 


$1,569.65 


COST  OF  MAINTAINING  TOWN  FARM. 
Orders  drawn  on  Town  Farm  account, 
Paid  from  Town  Farm  receipts, 

Receipts  of  Town  Farm, 
Net  cost  of  Town  Farm, 


$4,344.74 
97.20 

$4,441.94 
1,569.65 

$2,872.29 
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Number  of  inmates  registered  during  year,  17 

Greatest  number  at  one  time,  16 

Smallest  number  at  one  time,  11 

INVENTORY  TOWN  FARM,  1917. 

Furniture  and  Fixtures,  $599.35 

Table  Crockery,  etc.,  195.72 

Live  Stock,.  2,182.50 

Hay,  Grain,  Ensilage,  etc.,  889.85 

Vegetables,,  etc.,  656.50 

Food  Supplies.  308.00 

Farming  Impliments,  Tools,  etc.,  868.85 

Wood  and  Coal,  509.50 

Lumber,                  ,  725.00 

 $6,935.27 

Inventory,  1916,  4,997  75 


Increase,  $1,937.52 
Valuation  Town  Farm,  $16,450.00 


RECAPITULATION. 
RECEIPTS. 

Appropriations  : 

Support  of  Poor,  $10,000.00 
Contingent,  500.00 
Salaries,  605.00 
Town  Farm  receipts,  1,569.65 
Reimbursements.  447.76 


EXPENDITURES. 

Support  of  Poor  Town  Farm,  $4,344.74 

Support  of  Outside  Poor,  2,362.13 
Support  of  Outside  Poor  under  Chap.  763, 

Acts  of  1913,  481.94 
Support  of  persons  in  this  town  having  settle- 
ment in  other  cities  and  towns,  381.54 
Support  of  persons  in  other  cities  and  towns 

having  settlement  in  this  town,  751.88 
Support  of  persons  living  in  this  town  having 

no  settlement  in  the  State,  334.12 

Salaries,  605.00 

Contingent,  8.00 


$13,122.41 
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Town  Physician, 

Expenses  paid  by  W  arden, 

Miscellaneous. 


50.00 
97.20 
19.16 

  $9,345.61 


T.al; 


COST  OF  CHARITIES,  YEAR  191! 


Paid  from  Appropriations.  9,435.61 
Less  receipts  of  Town  Farm  and  reimburse- 
ments paid  in,  2,017.41 


$3,686.80 


Support  of  Poor. 
•Contingent  Fund. 
.Salaries.  Overseers  of  the  Poor, 
Salary,  Clerk, 
Salary.  Town  Physician, 

F.  T.  HAMILTON, 
P.  J.  FITZGERALD, 
CHARLES  GIROUX, 

Overseers  of  the  Poor 

\V.  C.  HITCHCOCK.  Clerk. 


$7,418.20 
$10,000.00 
500.00 
430.00 
1.75.00 
50.00 


Tax  Collector  s  Report 


Account  of  1913. 


Outstanding  Jan.  1,  1917, 
Amount  added, 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1917, 


$573.44 
47S.39 


$1,051.83 


Account  of  1914. 


Outstanding  Jan.  1,  1917* 
Interest, 

Paid  Treasurer, 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1917, 


$2,039.15 
.  228.87 


$2,268.02 
973.60 

$1,294.42 


Account  of  1915. 


Outstanding  Jan.  1,  1917, 
Interest, 

Paid  Treasurer, 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1917, 

Outstanding  Jan.  1,  1917, 
Interest, 

Paid  Treasurer, 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1917, 


Account  of  1916. 


$4,795.82 
97.65 


$11,790.76 
38.82 


$4,893.47 
1,176.59 

$3,716.88 


$11,829.58 


$7,729.86 


Account  of  1917. 


Assessors'  Warrant,  to  be  collected, 
Interest, 

Paid  Treasurer, 
Abatements, 


Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1917, 


$121,702.31 
179.32 

 $121,881.63 

112,913.15 
67.70 

  112,980.85 


J.  A. 


$8,900.78 

HAWKES, 

Tax  Collector. 


Collected  since  Dec.  31,  1917, 


$1,894.80 


Treasurer's  Report 


RECEIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1917, 

J.  A.  Hawkes,  Tax  Collector,  tax  1914, 

$  973.60 

J.  A.  Hawkes,  Tax  Collector,  tax  1915, 

1,176.59 

J.  A.  Hawkes,  Tax  Collector,  tax  1916, 

4,099.72 

J.  A.  Hawkes,  Tax  Collector,  tax  1917, 

112,913.15 

Commonwealth,  various  sources, 

19,427.15 

Cities  and  Towns,  various  sources, 

1,053.62 

Liquor  Licenses, 

12,955.00 

Tax  Loans, 

50,000.00 

All  other  sources, 

7,574.88 

$33,414.07 


 ■   $210,173.71 

$243,587.78 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid  out  on  Town  Warrants,  $217,623.78 
Balance,  25,964.00 

$243,587.78 


INDEBTEDNESS  OF  THE  TOWN. 

Grammar  School  Bonds,  $  4,800.00 

High  School  Bonds,  10,000.00 

Finding  Bonds,  (Stone  Arch  Bridge),  9,000.00 

Highway  Construction  Bonds,  25,000.00 

GEORGE  E.  CLOUGH, 

Town  Treasurer. 


Auditors'  Report 


Palmer,  Tan.  18,  1917. 


To  the  Selectmen  of  Palmer : 


We  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  for  191 


and  hnd  the  following : 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1917, 
Receipts  during  the  year, 

Total  expenditures, 

Balance  Dec.  31,  1917, 


$33,414.07 
210,173.71 


$243,587.78 
217,623.78 

S25.964.00 


The  accounts  of  the  Tax  Collector  show  the  following- ; 


Account  of  1913. 


Outstanding  Jan.  1,  1917. 
Amount  added, 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1917, 


$573.44 
478.39 


$1,051.83 


Account  of  1914. 


Outstanding  Jan.  1.  1917, 
Interest, 

Paid  Treasurer, 
Outstanding,  Dec.  31,  1917, 

Outstanding  Jan.  1,  1917, 
Interest, 

Paid  Treasurer, 
Outstanding,  Dec.  31,  1917, 


Account  of  1915. 


$2,039.15 
228.87 


$4,795.82 
97.65 


$2,268.02 
973.60 

$1,294.42 


$4,893.47 
1.176.59 

$3,716.88 
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Account  of  1916, 


Outstanding-  Jan.  1,  1917, 
Interest, 

Paid  Treasurer, 
•Outstanding-  Dec.  31,  1917, 


$11,790.76 
38.82 


Account  of  1917, 


Assessors'  Warrant,  to  be  collected, 
Interest, 

Paid  Treasurer, 
Abatements, 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1917, 


$121,702.31 
179.32 

112,913.15 
67.70 


$11,829.58 
4,099.72 

$7,729.86 


$121,881.63 


112,980.85 
$8,900.78 


We  find  the  standing  of  trust  funds  Dec.  31,  1917,  was 
as  follows : 


Perpetua  lcare  of  Cemetery  lots, 
Thompson,  Fund, 
Merrick  Fund. 


$14,885.00 
951.28 
850.00 


Respectfully, 

E.  W.  CARPENTER, 
C.  K.  GAMWELL, 

Auditors  of  Palmer. 


License  Commissioners'  Report 


Palmer,  Jan.  1,  1918. 

To  the  Voters  of  the  Town  of  Palmer : 

The  Board  of  License  Commissioners  organized' Feb.  12, 
1917,  electing  William  Burdick,  chairman  and  Patrick  H.  Gar- 
vey,  clerk.  It  was  voted  to  have  the  price  of  all  licenses  the 
same  as  previous  years.  The  number  of  applications  received 
were  as  follows : 

The  Board  received  nineteen  applications  for  liquor  li- 
censes : 

Thirteen  first-class,  four  fourth-class  with  the  first-class. 
One  fourth-class  (wholesale). 
Five  sixth-class  as  Druggists. 

The  Board  met  April  12  and  granted  eight  first  class,  one 
fourth-class  (wholesale),  five  sixth-class,  and  four  of  the 
fourth-class  with  the  first-class. 

The  Board  met  later  and  granted  eleven,  common  victual- 
lers licenses,  eleven  Sunday  licenses,  and  six  inn-holders  li- 
censes. 

Upon  the  death  of  Francis  H.  Rochford  said  license  was 
surrendered,  and  the  Board  voted  to  pay  to  D.  V.  Fogarty  ad- 
ministrator of  the  estate  $950,  the  portion  of  fee  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year. 

Later  the  Board  granted  to  D.  V.  Fogarty  &  Co.  the  only 
application  for  said  license  upon  the  payment  of  $950,  (the 
amount  due  for  the  remainder  of  the  year)  a  license  of  the 
first-class  as  inn-holders. 

WILLIAM  BURDICK, 
PATRICK  H.  GARVEY, 
JOHN  S.  WELSH, 

Board  of  License  Commissioners. 


Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 


For  the  Year  ending  December  31,  1917. 

This  department  has  tested,  sealed,  corrected  or  condemned 
the  following: 

Adjusted.  Sealed.  Condemned. 


Platform  scales  weighing  over  5,000  pounds, 

13 

1 

Platform  scales  weighing  under  5,000  pounds, 

2 

96 

9 

Counter  scales, 

3 

59 

.Spring  balance  scales, 

7 

49 

11 

Computing  scales,  (platform), 

2 

16 

7 

Prescription  scales, 

1 

2 

Weights,  (Avoirdupois), 

47 

537 

1 

Weights,  (Apothecary), 

29 

14 

Weights,  (Metric), 

13 

1 

Liquid  Measures, 

145 

1 

Oil  measuring  pumps. 

8 

31 

3 

Molasses  measuring  pumps, 

12 

Yard  Measures, 

9 

Testing  of  Grain  and  Feed, 

32 

Reweighing  of  coal, 

1 

Reweighing  of  ice, 

3 

Reweighing  butter, 

5 

Reweighing  meats  and  provisions, 

2 

Reweighing  bread, 

16 

Special  inspection  of  gasoline  pumps, 

2 

Beam  scales, 

4 

Computing  scales,  (Hanging), 

1 

3 

70     1,078  50 

$96.22 

$22.85 
36.00 

 r   58.85 

P7.37 
LOUIS  LEVEILLEE, 

Scaler  of  Weights  and  Measures, 


Receipt  of  office,  Paid  Treasurer, 
Expense  of  office  supplies, 
Expense  of  transportation, 


Chief  of  Police  Report 


January  1,  1918. 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen : 

During  the  year  1917,  484  complaints,  exclusive  of  juvenile 
cases,  were  prosecuted  against  463  defendants.    Of  the  per-, 

sons  brought  before  the  court  in  these  cases  209  were  residents 
and  254  non-rsidents ;  457  were  males  and  6  were  females.  In 
addition  to  these  there  were  22  juvenile  cases,  12  involving 
local  parties  and  10  involving  non-residents. 

Causes  of  complaint  were  as  follows : 

Assault,  40 

Affray,  4 

Abuse  of  female  child,  1 

Bastardy,  3 

Bigamy,  1 

Breaking  and  entering,  2 

Carrying  a  revolver,  5 

Conducting  a  lottery,  1 

Criminal  trespass,  8 

Drunkenness,  232 

Driving  away  a  team  without  permission,  2 

Disturbing  the  peace,  14 

Evading  railroad  fare,  11 

Evading  draft  law,    .  1 

Fugitive  from  justice,  11 

Larceny,  35 

Lewdness,  1 

Manslaughter,  1 

Malicious  mischief,  .  13 

Non-support,  9 

Selling  cigarettes  to  a  minor,  1 

Unnaturalized  alien  having  rifle  in  possession,  4 

Vagrancy,  23 

Violation  of  school  laws,  2 

Violation  of  pedlars  laws,  3 
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Violation  of  motor  vehicle  laws, 

Violation  of  vehicle  laws, 

Violation  of  town  by-laws, 

Violation  of  liquor  laws, 


39 
2 


14 


It  will  be  noted  that  there  were  no  prosecutions  for  viola- 
tion of  the  dog  law  during  the  last  year.  This  fact  is  probably 
due  to  the  rather  vigorous  prosecution  of  offenders  by  the  offi- 
cers in  previous  years.  It  is  much  easier  to  pay  the  dox  tax 
when  it  is  due  than  to  pay  the  tax  later  and  a  «fine  in  addition 
for  the  delay.  It  is  hoped  that  the  police  will  be  relieved  from 
further  trouble  with  dog  cases,  a  little  care  on  the  part  of  dog 
owners  being  all  that  is  necessary  to  bring  about  such  result. 

Work  in  the  field  of  investigation  by  the  police  was  much 
increased  in  the  year  1917  over  earlier  years,  particularly  in 
connection  with  registration  and  the  return  of  questionaires  un- 
der the  Selective  Service  Law. 

The  frequent  happening  of  automobile  accidents,  one  of 
them  resulting  fatally  and  several  of  them  attended  by  serious 
injury,  has  required  much  time  from  the  police  in  the  line  of 
investigation.  It  is  understood,  however,  that  hereafter  a 
county  inspector  is  to  be  employed  by  the  highway  commission 
to  investigate  and  prosecute  automobile  cases;  In  the  event 
of  such  an  appointment  the  work  of  the  local  police  in  this  field 
will  be  much  lessened. 

There  has  been  much  to  do  in  the  line  of  looking  into  fam- 
ily troubles  and  many  cases  have  been  investigated  with  good 
result,  it  is  believed,  where  no  prosecution  was  instituted.  This 
is  an  important  field  of  endeavor,  of  large  interest  to  the  public, 
affording  an  opportunity  to  everybody  to  contribute  something 
in  the  way  of  aid  toward  promoting  the  public  good.  The  police 
will  welcome  suggestions  as  to  children  suffering  from  neglect 
by  reason  of  the  fault  or  indifference  of  parents. 

From  the  frequent  murmurings  heard  I  believe  it  will  be 
apparent  that  the  enforcement  of  the  town  by-law  in  reference 
to  the  care  of  sidewalks-  is  not  satisfactory  to  the  public. 
Neither  is  it  satisfactory  to  the  police.  Many  calls  have  been 
made  upon  individuals  and  suggestions  offered  that  they  should 
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take  better  care  of  their  walks,  generally  with  good  results. 
There  are,  however,  a  few  owners  and  tenants  of  property  who 
seem  to  pay  very  little  regard  to  the  obligation  of  the  by-law. 
Perhaps  a  few  prosecutions  will  have  a  wholesome  effect.  At 
any  rate'  the  wisdom  of  notifying  individuals  further  to  live 
up  to  the  requirement  of  the  law  may  fairly  be  questioned  and 
those  under  lawful  obligation  to  take  care  of  ice  and  snow 
upon  sidewalks  may  not  be  surprised  hereafter  if  instead  of  a 
friendly  word  from  one  of  the  officers  a  notice  is  given  to  ap- 
pear at  court. 

The  members  of  the  force  have  done  their  work  well 
during  the  year,  no  suggestion  having  been  heard  of  indiffer- 
ence or  neglect  of  duty  upon  any  occasion.  The  men  deserve 
the  confidence  and  continued  support  of  the  people  of  the  com- 
munity in  their  efforts  to  uphold  the  law  and  maintain  good 
order  in  the  town. 

TIMOTHY  J.  CRIMMIXS. 

Chief  of  Police. 


Young  Men's  Library  Association 


Report  of  the  Librarian  for  the  Year  Ending  December  31, 

1917. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Young  Men's  Library  Association : 

I  herewith  submit  my  seventh  annual  report  as  Librarian 
of  your  association.  This  report  will  be  as  succinct  as 
possible. 

CIRCULATION. 

The  total  circulation  for  the  year  has  been  47,738.  It  was 
as  follows: — Main  Library,  31,398;  Three  Rivers  Branch, 
9,197;  Bondsville  Branch,  4,605;  Thorndike  Branch,  1,753; 
School  Branches,  785.  This  circulation  shows  a  decrease  of 
1,670  from  that  of  last  year,  and  a  decrease  of  5,874  from  the 
highest  ever  attained  by  your  library,  which  was  during  the 
year  of  1914-1915.  The  last  two  years  have  shown  a  steady 
decrease  in  circulation.  This  is  a  -fact — not  a  theory — and, 
therefore,  must  be  due  to  some  definite  cause  or  causes. 

The  cause,  in  my  opinion,  is  this: — In  1914,  at  least  until 
after  Germany's  declaration  of  war,  business  was  almost  at  a 
standstill.  The  mills  were  running  on  a  part-time  schedule. 
People  had  a  great  deal  of  time  at  their  disposal,  some  of  which 
they  devoted  to  reading.  As  business  began  to  improve  and 
even  become  rushing,  the  public  had  less  time  for  reading.  As 
a  consequence,  our  circulation  fell  off  last  year,  and  still  further 
this  year.  The  many  calls  for  all  kinds  of  war-relief  work 
have  left  many  with  little  leisure  time  for  reading.  What  little 
is  left  is  used  by  many  to  read  literature — generally  paper  or 
magazine — .concerning  the  war.  Reading,  like  nearly  every 
other  peace-time  avocation,  has  had  to  stand  its  part  of  the 
necessary  sacrifice  entailed  bv  war  conditions. 
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Frankly,  I  feel  that  a  loss  of  1,670  in  circulation  the  past 
3  ear  is  much  less  than  might  normally  be  expected  under 
present-day  world  conditions.  Any  loss  that  the  library 
may  suffer  is  welcomed,  provided  the  time  of  the  reader 
taken  from  his  book  is  devoted  to  measures  of  war  relief. 

The  library  has  endeavored  to  satisfy  the  demand  for  war 
information  by.  purchasing  all  good  books  upon  any  of  its 
phases.  Readers  will  find  much  good  material  along  this  line 
if  they  will  call.  The  library  is  intent  upon  giving  its  readers 
what  they  should  have  in  the  matter  of  reading. 

WAR  WORK. 

The  library  has  lent  its  support  to  all  efforts  of  a  patriotic- 
nature.    It  has  done  two  very  practical  things : 

(1)  .  It  raised,  through  the  generous  subscription  of  the 
townspeople,  $500  for  War  Camp  Library  Work ; 

(2)  .  It  has  supplied,  from  the  gifts  of  people  and  from 
its  own  shelves,  books  for  this  same  purpose.  At  the  present* 
time,  a  box  of  100  books  is  being  prepared  to  be  sent  directly 
to  the  28th  Company,  7th  Battalion,  Depot  Brigade,  Camp 
Devens,  the  receiving  company  for  boys  from  this  district,  to 
be  used  by  them  in  their  recreation  room. 

GIFT. 

The  Association  has  received  during  the  year  a  gift  of 
$1,000,  bequeathed  by  Miss  Maria  Hastings  of  West  Brook- 
field,  a  former  resident  of  Palmer.  The  bequest  has  been  ac- 
cepted, and  will  be  deposited  in  the  Palmer  Savings  Bank  under 
the  name  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Young  Men's  Library  Asso- 
ciation as  "The  Maria  Hastings  Fund,"  the  income  only  to  be 
drawn  by  the  treasurer  of  the  association  upon  the  approval  of 
the  Board  of  Directors.  Such  disposition  of  the  fund  warrants 
that  it  will  be  kept  intact  and  thus  serve  as  a  perpetual  memorial 
to  the  donor. 

The  association  is  gradually  acquiring  an  endowment 
fund  and,  if  all  expectations  become  realizations,  will  some  day 
be  in  the  position  of  being  self-supporting,  or  nearly  so. 
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BRANCHES. 

The  branch  libraries  seem  to  be  filling  a  need.  Patronage 
in  Three  Rivers  and  Bondsville  is  especially  good.  Thorndike's 
use  of  her  branch  is  not  as  great  as  we  wish  it  were.  Her 
proximity  to  the  main  library  causes  some  to  come  where  the 
assortment  is  larger. 

The  service  rendered  these  branches  this  year  by  the  main 
library  has  been  better  than  that  during  previous  years.  Miss 
Swann  has  given  a  personal  oversight  to  these  stations,  paying 
a  visit  each  month.  A  more  frequent  exchange  of  books  will 
help  much.  This  year  I  hope  that  the  branches  will  call  for 
and  get  more  books  than  ever  before.  Much  of  the  success  of 
the  branch  depends  upon  the  attendant  stationed  therein.  If 
my  wishes  and  desires  can  become  actualities,  the  branches  will 
render  a  much  larger  service. 

ANTI-AID. 

The  effect  of  the  adoption  of  the  "Anti-Aid  Amendment" 
upon  us  locally  is,  as  yet,  undetermined.  Exception  is  made 
in  the  law  of  "free  public  libraries."  The  whole  matter  rests 
upon  the  legal  interpretation  of  these  words — "free  public 
library."  Is  a  "free  public  library"  one  entirely  controlled  by  the 
public,  or  one  of  merely  free  public  use?  To  all  intents  and 
purposes,  ours  is  a  "free  public  library."  Whether  or  not  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Massachusetts,  the  body  which  must  event- 
ually interpret  these  words,  will  render  a  decision  sufficiently 
broad  in  scope  to  classify  our  library  as  one  receiving  exemp- 
tion from  the  provisions  of  this  law  can  not  be  safely  even 
guessed  at  by  lawyer  or  layman.  No  one  can  say  what  its 
ultimate  effect  will  be. 

Whatever  the  outcome  may  be,  the  trustees  of  this  library 
assure  the  townspeople  that  they  will  do  their  utmost  to  so  ar- 
range affairs  that  the  public  will  not  suffer  any  more  curtail- 
ment of  reading  opportunities  than  absolutely  necessary.  The 
chief  interest  and  intent  of  the  trustees  is  to  give  the  public 
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everything  possible.  They  consider  themselves  public  custod- 
ians. They  will  safeguard  the  reading  public  insofar  as  they 
are  able. 

All  that  can  be  done  is  to  make  our  usual  request  of  the 
town  for  money  and  await  future  developments. 

STATISTICS. 


CIRCULATION. 

Main  Library,  Fiction,  26,356 
Main  Library,  Non-Fiction,  5,042 

  31,398 

Branch  Library,  Three  Rivers,  9,197 
Branch  Library,  Bondsville,  4,605 
Branch  Library,  Thorndike,  1,753 
School  Depositories,  Villages,  785 

  16,340 


Total,  47,738 

Last  Year,  49,408 

Decrease,  1,670 

BOOKS  AND  MAGAZINES. 

Books  on  hand  January  1,  1917,  12,162 

Purchased  during  year,  ,  773 

Received  by  gift,  7 


Books  on  hand  January  1,  1918,  12,942 
Number  of  paper  and  magazines  supplied,  52 

Respectfully  submitted. 


CLIFTON  H.  HOBSON, 

Librarian. 

Palmer,  Mass.,  January  10,  1918. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT 
RECEIPTS. 

Cash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1917,  $502.09 
Received  from  Town  of  Palmer,  3,000.00 
Received  from  lines,  59.44 


EXTKNDITURKS. 

Miss  Robinson,  attendant,  $600.00 

Miss  Swann,  attendant,  355.00 

E.  Spaulding,  janitor,  156.00 

L.  R.  Holden,  Branch  Library,  Bondsville,  104.00 

Mrs.  K.  T.  Loftus,  Branch  Library,  Thorndike,  104.00 

Miss  Fletcher,  Branch  Library,  Three  Rivers,  104.00 

Fuel  and  lights,  458.84 

Books  and  Magazines,  1,483.05 

Miscellaneous  expenses,  115.76 


$3,561.53 


$3,480.65 


Cash  on  hand,  Dec.  31,  1917, 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LOUIS  E.  CHANDLER, 

Treasurer. 


Town  Warrant 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 
County  of  Hampden,  ss.  Town  of  Palmer. 

To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Palmer,  in 
said  County, 
GREETING: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachsetts.  you 
are  hereby  required  to  notify  and  warn  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Town  of  Palmer,,  qualified  to  vote  in  elections  of  town  offi- 
cers, to  meet  at  the  several  polling  places  in  said  Palmer,  desig- 
nated by  the  Selectmen,  to  wit :  In  Precinct  A,  at  Holbrook 
Hall  in  the  Holbrook  Building  on  Main  Street  in  the  Depot 
Village;  in  Precinct  B,  at  Temperance  Hall  on  High  Street  in 
Thorndike ;  in  Precinct  C,  at  Polish  Lyceum  Hall  on  East  Main 
Street  in  Three  Rivers,  and  in  Precinct  D,  at  Boston  Duck 
Company's  Hall  on  Main  Street  in  Bondsville,  on  Monday, 
the  fourth  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1918,  at  six  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon,  then  and  there  to  give  in  their  votes  on  one  ballot 
to  the  precinct  officers  of  the  several  voting  precincts  of  said 
town  for  the  following  town  officers,  to  wit:  Three  Selectmen, 
a  Town  Treasurer,  a  Tax  Collector,  two  Auditors,  five  Con- 
stables, three  Fence  Viewers,  three  License  Commissioners, 
and  a  Highway  Surveyor,  all  of  the  term  of  one  year  ;  a  Town 
Clerk,  one  Assessor,  one  Overseer  of  the  Poor,  two  members 
of  the  School  Committee,  one  member  of  the  Board  of  Health, 
and  one  Cemetery  Commissioner,  all  for  the  term  of  three 
years;  also  to  vote  by  ballot,  which  shall  be  "Yes"  or  "No," 
in  answer  to  the  question  "Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale 
of  intoxicating  liquors  in  this  town?" 

The  polls  will  be  open  at  six  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  and 
will  be  closed  at  three-thirty  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
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And  you  arc  further  hereby  required  to  notify  and  warn 
the  inhabitants  of  said  Palmer,  qualified  to  vote  in  town  affairs, 
to  meet  at  the  Town  House  at  Four  Corners,  in  said  Palmer, 
on  Monday,  the  eleventh  day  of  Pebraury,  A.  D.  1918,  at  one 
•o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following 
articles,  viz : 

Article  1.  To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  at  said  meet- 
ing-      /  . 

Art.  2.  To  choose  two  or  more  Field  Drivers,  Measurers 
of  Wood  and  Bark,  and  all  other  usual  town  officers. 

Art.  3.    To  act  on  the  reports  of  the  town  officers. 

Art.  4.  To  raise  money  and  make  appropriations  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  of  the  town  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Art.  5.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Town  Treas- 
urer, with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  during 
the  ensuing  financial  year,  in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  of 
said  year,  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  necessary  for  current 
expenses  of  the  town,  but  not  exceeding  in  the  aggregate  the 
amount  permitted  by  law,  giving  the  note  or  notes  of  the  town 
therefor,  payable  within  one  year  from  the  date  thereof  ;  all 
debts  incurred  under  authority  of  this  vote  to  be  paid  from  the 
revenue  of  the  said  financial  year. 

Art.  6.    To  hear  and  act  on  the  reports  of  committees. 

Art.  7.    To  choose  committees  and  give  them  instructions. 

Art.  8.  To  determine  the  manner  and  state  the  terms  and 
conditions  of  collecting  the  taxes  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  fix 
the  compensation  of  the  Collector  of  Taxes. 

Art.  9.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
money  to' suppress  the  illegal  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors. 

Art.  10.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
money  for  the  Young  Men's  Library  Association,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 
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Art.  11.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  money  to  convey 
pupils  to  and  from  the  public  schools,  and  instruct  the  School 
Committee  as  to  the  manner  of  letting  the  contract  for  such 
conveyance. 

Art.  12.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  money  for 
the  observance  of  Memorial  Day. 

Art.  13.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  in  rela- 
tion to  sewers. 

Art.  14.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  in  regard 
to  lighting  the  streets,  and  whether  it  will  authorize  the  Select- 
men to  make  contract  therefor,  and  raise  and  appropriate 
money  for  the  same. 

Art.  15.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  in  refer- 
ence to  the  planting  and  preservation  of  shade  trees. 

Art.  16.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
money  for  the  care  and  improvement  of  cemeteries. 

Art.  17.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  in  regard 
to  sidewalks  and  curbing. 

Art.  18.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  maintain  night 
police  in  the  several  villages,  authorize  the  Selectmen  to  emplov 
and  appoint  in  addition  a  chief  of  police  and  to  make  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  government  of  all  the  police  officers  of  the 
town,  and  raise  and  appropriate  money  for  the  same,  or  take 
any  action  relative  thereto. 

Art.  19.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  relative  to 
suits  and  claims  now  pending  against  the  town. 

Art.  20.  To  see  if  the  town  will  make  provision  for  re- 
imbursing the  police  officers  for  expenses  incurred  -in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties,  and  raise  and  appropriate  money  for  the 
same. 
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Art.  21.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  money  for 
the  suppression  of  gypsy  and  brown-tail  moths  and  elm  tree' 
beetles. 

Art.  22.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate money  for  the  repair  and  maintenance  of  the  clock  lo- 
cated in  the  Universalist  Church  tower,  in  the  Depot  Village,  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Art.  23.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate $300.00  for  insurance  and  maintenance  of  the  auto  fire 
truck,  for  the  coming  year,  or  see  what  action  it  will  take  rela- 
tive thereto. 

Art.  24.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  money  for 
defraying  the  town's  share  of  the  support  of  the  District  Court. 

Art.  25.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  such  sum  of 
money  as  may  be  necessary  to  defray  the  cost  of  the  rent, 
janitor  service  and' maintenance  of  the  town  offices  in  the  Hol- 
brook  Building. 

Art.  26.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
the  sum  of  $300.00  for  the  support  of  agricultural  demonstra- 
tion work  on  land  owned  by  it  or  by  any  resident  of  the  town, 
iu  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  707  of  the  Acts 
of  1914,  or  any  other  law  authorizing  the  same. 

Art.  27.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  extend  the  present 
sewer  from  a  point  near  the  French  Catholic  Church  in  Three 
Rivers  northeasterly  to  a  point  nearly  opposite  the  Town 
House,  and  raise  and  appropriate  money  for  the  same. 

Art.  28.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  build  a  new 
concrete  sidewalk  in  the  Village  of  Bondsville  from  a  point  at 
the  east  side  of  the  bridge  leading  to  the  Boston  &  Albany  Rail- 
road station  to  connect  with  the  present  concrete  walk  on  Main 
Street,  and  raise  and  appropriate  money  for  the  same. 
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Art.  29.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  grade  and  harden 
the  northerly  end  of  Holbrook  Street  in  the  Depot  Village,  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Art.  30.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  adopt  any  by-law 
or  regulation  regarding  the  driving  of  motor  vehicles  and 
teams  at  intersections  and  crossings  of  public  ways  and  in  and 
through  village  streets. 

Art.  31.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  provide  addi- 
tional school  accommodations,  to  acquire,  by  purchase  or  by 
right  of  eminent  domain,  any  land  or  site  for  a  school  building 
or  buildings,  or  for  school  purposes,  and  raise  money  for  the 
same  by  taxation  or  by  an  issue  of  bonds,  notes  or  script,  and 
appropriate  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  necessary  therefor, 
or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Art.  32.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  sell  a  certain 
tract  of  land  lying  near  Palmer  Center  on  the  southerly  side 
•of  the  highway  leading  from  Palmer  Center  past  the  house 
formerly  of  George  A.  Smith,  and  bounded  and  described  as 
follows,  viz  :  Northerly  by  said  highway  ;  easterly  and  souther- 
ly by  land  now  of  A.  H.  Goetting,  formerly  of  F.  D.  Thompson, 
and  westerly  by  the  highway  leading  from  Palmer  Center  past 
the  house  of  Niel  Johnson,  containing  about  two  acres,  or  take 
an\-  action  relative  thereto. 

Art.  33.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  sell  the  tract 
of  land,  with  the  school  building  thereon,  known  as  the  Forest 
Lake  schoolhouse  lot,  situated  near  Forest  Lake,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

Art.  34.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  sprinkle  or 
spread  upon  its  public  ways,  or  parts  thereof,  water  or  any 
liquid  or  material  suitable  for  laying  or  preventing  dust  and 
preserving  the  surface  of  such  ways  and  for  sanitary  purposes, 
the  cost  thereof  to  be  assessed  upon  abutting  estates,  or  take 
any  action  relative  thereto. 
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Art.  35.  To  see  if  the  towu  will  vote  to  raise  and  ap- 
propriate the  sum  of  $1,000.00  and  pay  the  same  to  the  Spring- 
held  Street  Railway  Company  under  authority  of  Chapter  353 
of  the  Special  Acts  of  the  year  1917  entitled  "An  Act  to  au- 
thorize the  Town  of  Palmer  to  appropriate  money  toward  the 
cost  of  a  street  railway  bridge  over  Ware  River." 

Art.  36.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
any  sum  of  money  under  authority  of  Chapter  264  of  the  Gen- 
eral Acts  of  the  year  1917,  entitled  "An  Act  to  authorize  cities 
and  towns  to  make  certain  emergency  appropriations  in  time 
of  war." 

Art.  37.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  macadamize  or 
otherwise  improve  the  public  way  in  the  village  of  Thorndike 
beginning  at  the  junction  of  Commercial  and  High  Streets  and 
extending  to  Lake  Junction,  so-called,  and  raise  and  appropriate 
money  for  the  same. 

Art.  38.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  widen  High 
Street  in  the  Village  of  Thorndike  at  a  point  west  of  the 
property  of  J.  J.  Kelley,  and  raise  and  appropriate  money  for 
the  same. 

Art.  39.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  extend  the  sewer 
in  North  Street  in  the  Village  of  Three  Rivers  northeasterly 
about  200  feet  to  a  point  opposite  the  residence  of  Peter 
Frydrvk. 

Art.  40.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  purchase  for 
the  use  of  the  Town  Farm  a  tract  of  land  containing  about 
seven  acres  situate  near  Palmer  Center  and  described  in  deed 
from  John  W.  Loftus  to  William  Burdick,  recorded  with 
Hampden  County  Deeds,  Book  892,  Page  417,  and  raise  and 
appropriate  money  for  the  same,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

Art.  41.  To  see  if  the  town  will  macadamize  or  other- 
wise improve  Depot  Street  in  the  Village  of  Bondsville  ex- 
tending from  Main  Street  to  the  bridge  over  the  river. 
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Art.  42.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  build  two  catch 
basins  in  Main  Street  in  the  Village  of  Bondsville,  one  near 
Depot  Street  and  the  other  near  the  lower  entrance  to  the 
Boston  Duck  Company's  mill  yard. 

Art.  43.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
any  sum  of  money  to  be  paid  to  the  Wing  Memorial  Hospital 
Association  for  the  charitable  purposes  of  said  association 
in  this  town,  or  for  the  care  and  support  in  said  hospital  of 
persons  wholly  or  in  part  unable  to  support  or  care  for  them- 
selves, or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Art.  44.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  build  a  new  walk 
from  Sullivan's  Block  on  Main  Street  in  the  Village  of  Three 
Rivers  to  a  point  at  the  residence  of  L  .L.  Dupuis,  where 
Pleasant  Street  intersects  East  Alain  Street,  and  raise  and  ap- 
propriate money  for  the  same. 

Art.  45.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  build  a  tar  walk 
on  the  northeasterly  side  of  Ruggles  Street  in  the  Village  of 
Three  Rivers,  and  raise  and  appropriate  money  for  the  same. 

Art.  46.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  build  a  catch 
basin  in  Pleasant  Street  in  the  Village  of  Three  Rivers  to  con- 
nect with  the  present  sewer,  and  raise  and  appropriate  money 
for  the  same. 

Art.  47.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  macadamize 
Bridge  Street  in  the  Village  of  Three  Rivers  from  Main  Street 
to  the  tracks  of  the  Athol  Branch  of  the  Boston  &  Albany  Rail- 
road Company,  and  raise  and  appropriate  money  for  the  same. 

Art.  48.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  construct  a 
sidewalk,  with  curbing,  on  one  side  of  Bridge  Street,  from 
Main  Street  to  the  tracks  of  the  Athol  Branch  of  the  Boston 
&  Albany  Railroad  Company,  in  the  Village  of  Three  Rivers, 
and  raise  and  appropriate  money  for  the  same. 
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Art.  49.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  locate  and  main- 
tain two  electric  lights  on  the  Springfield  Road,  in  the  Depot 
Village,  between  Shea'rcr's  Corner  and  the  street  railway  turn- 
out in  front  of  the  plant  of  the  Wright  Wire  Company,  and 
raise  and  appropriate  money  for  the  same. 

Art.  50.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  pay  to  the  Wright 
Wire  Company  the  amount  expended  by  it  in  the  construction 
of  a  sewer  in  the  Three  Rivers  Road  in  the  Depot  Village,  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Art.  51.  4  To  see  if  the  town  will  fix  or  change  the  salary 
of  any  town  officer  or  board  of  officers. 

Art.  52.  To  see  if  the  town  will  pass  any  vote  fixing 
the  hour  and  place  for  holding  special  and  appropriation  meet- 
ings and  instruct  the  selectmen  relative  to  the  calling  thereof. 

Art.  53.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  discontinue  a 
part  of  Oak  Street  in  the  Depot  Village. 

And  you  are  hereby  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  post- 
ing up  attested  copies  thereof  in  some  one  public  place  in  each 
of  the  four  villages  of  the  town,  known  as  the  Depot  Village, 
Thorndike,  Three  Rivers  and  Bondsville,  seven  days  at  least 
before  the  holding  of  said  meeting,  and  by  publishing  an  at- 
tested copy  thereof  in  at  least  two  issues  of  the  Palmer  Journal, 
a  newspaper  published  in  said  Palmer,  the  first  publication  to 
be  not  less  than  seven  days  before  the  holding  of  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant; 
with  your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  or  before  the 
holding  of  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  twenty-third  day  of  January. 
A.  D.  1918. 

HAROLD  W.  BRAINERD, 
WILLIAM  B.  KERIGAN, 
FRANK  G.  ROGERS, 

Selectmen  of  Palmer. 


Town  of  Palmer 


School  Report 


For  the  Year  Ending 
December   31,  1917 


School  Committee  1917-1918 


Dr.  George  A.  Moore,  Chairman. 
Clifton  H.  Hobson,  Secretary. 


Samuel  E.  Thayer, 
James  Wilson, 
Dr.  George  A.  Moore, 
John  F.  Shea, 
Henry  M.  Foley, 
Dr.  John  F.  Roche, 


Term  Expires  1920 
Term  Expires  1920 
Term  Expires  1919 
Term  Expires  1919 
Term  Expires  1918 
Term  Expires  1918 


Regular  meetings  of  the  School  Committee  are  held  at  7.30  p.  m., 
on  the  Tuesday  before  the  last  Friday  of  each  school  month. 

All  bills  must  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Superintendent  before  the 


Superintendent  of  Schools,  Clifton  H.  Hobson. 
Office,  High  School  Building.    Telephone,  54-W. 
Residence,  30  Pearl  Street.    Telephone,  54-R. 

Office  hours:  8  a.  m.  to  12  m.,  1.30  to  5  p.  m. ;  Saturdays,  9  a.  m. 
to  12  m. ;  Tuesdays,  7  to  8  p.  m.,  except  the  Tuesday  before  the  last 
Friday  of  each  school  month. 


above  date. 


TRUANT  OFFICERS. 


George  A.  Bills, 
T.  J.  Crimmins, 
Patrick  Nagle, 
Thomas  Holt, 
William  Smith, 
John  Mansfield, 
Arthur  Bennett, 


Three  Rivers 
Three  Rivers 


Bondsville 
Forest  Lake 


Depot 
Depot 
Thorndike 


JANITORS. 


Charles  Johnson, 
Charles  Johnson, 
Patrick  Nagle, 


High  School 
Palmer 
Thorndike 
Bondsville 

Three  Rivers 


C.  E.  Fulfet, 
William  Smith, 
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ATTENDANCE  AT  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  MEETINGS. 

January  23,  1917.    Dr.  Moore,  Dr.  Roche,  Mr.  Thayer,  Mr.  Wilson. 
January  30,  1917.    Dr.  Moore,  Dr.  Roche,  Mr.  Thayer,  Mr.  Wilson. 
February  20,  1917.    Dr.  Moore,  Mr.  Thayer,  Mr.  Foley,  Mr.  Shea, 
Mr.  Wilson. 

February  28,  1917.    Dr.  Moore,  Mr.  Thayer,  Mr.  Foley,  Mr.  Shea, 
Mr.  Wilson. 

April  24,  1917.    Dr.  Moore,  Dr.  Roche,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Thayer,  Mr. 
Foley,  Mr.  Shea. 

May  29,  1917.    Dr.  Moore,  Dr.  Roche,  Mr.  Thayer,  Mr.  Foley,  Mr.  Shea. 
June  19,  1917.    Dr.  Moore,  Dr.  Roche,  Mr.  Shea,  Mr.  Thayer,  Mr. 
Wilson. 

August  14,  1917.    Dr.  Moore,  Dr.  Roche,  Mr.  Foley,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr. 
Shea. 

September  7,  1917.    Dr.  Moore,  Dr.  Roche,  Mr.  Foley,  Mr.  Thayer, 
Mr.  Shea. 

November  20,  1917.    Dr.  Moore,  Dr.  Roche,  Mr.  Foley,  Mr.  Shea, 
Mr.  Wilson. 


Calendar 


HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Winter  term  begins  January  2,  1918;  ends  February  22,  1918. 
Spring  term  begins  March  4,  1918;  ends  April  26,  1918. 
Summer  term  begins  May  6,  1918;  ends  June  28,  1918. 
Fall  term  begins  September  3,  1918;  ends  December  20,  1918. 
Winter  term  begins  December  30,  1918;  ends  February  21,  1919. 
Spring  term  begins  March  3,  1919;  ends  April  25,  1919. 
Summer  term  begins  May  5,  1919;  ends  June  28,  1919. 

OTHER  SCHOOLS. 

Winter  term  begins  January  2,  1918;  ends  February  22,  1918. 
Spring  term  begins  March  4,  1918;  ends  April  26,  1918. 
Summer  term  begins  May  6,  1918 ;  ends  June  14,  1918. 
Fall  term  begins  September  3,  1918;  ends  December  20,  1918. 
Winter  term  begins  December  30,  1918 ;  ends  February  21,  1919. 
Spring  term  begins  March  3,  1919;  ends  April  25,  1919. 
Summer  term  begins  May  5,  1919;  ends  June  13,  1919. 

VACATIONS— ALL  SCHOOLS. 

Winter— February  22,  1918,  to  March  3,  1918,  inclusive. 

Spring— April  26,  1918,  to  May  5,  1918,  inclusive. 

Summer — (Grades)  :  June  14,  1918,  to  September  2,  1918,  inclusive. 

(High)  :  June  28,  1918,  to  September  2,  1918,  inclusive. 

Fall— December  20,  1918,  to  December  29,  1918,  inclusive. 

Winter— February  21,  1919,  to  March  3,  1919,  inclusive. 

Spring— April  25,  1919,  to  May  7,  1919,  inclusive. 

HOLIDAYS. 

Fair  Day,  Columbus  Day,  Convention  Day,  Thanksgiving  (with 
the  day  following),  Washington's  Birthday,  Patriot's  Day,  Memorial 
Day,  Labor  Day. 


School  Committee's  Report 


To  the  Taxpayers  of  Palmer,  Mass. 

Your  school  committee  begs  to  report  to  you  its  activities 
for  the  past  year;  the  way  the  public  moneys  were  expended 
and  the  probable  amount  needed  for  next  year's  work. 

The  foregoing  will  be  accomplished  largely,  by  the  publi- 
cation of  the  report  to  this  board  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Schools. 

The  condition  of  .the  school  property  is  mainly  very  good, 
sufficient  money  to  properly  maintain  it  having  been  ex- 
pended, together  with  small  modifications  or  additions 
ordered  by  the  State  authorities. 

Mention  has  been  made  repeatedly  of  the  need  of  addi- 
tional school  room,  and  as  you  are  aware  the  need  not  merely 
still  exists,  but  it  steadily  increases.  A  conference  has  just 
been  arranged  with  the  committee  on  school  accommodation r 
to  take  place  soon,  and  it  is  hoped  some  plans  agreeable  to  the 
tax  payers  may  be  evolved. 

War  conditions  have  served  to  increase  the  cost  of  every- 
thing used  in  school  work,  and  despite  the  practice  of  sharp 
economy,  we  are  obliged  to  report  a  small  deficit  amounting  to 
$120.26. 

We  cannot  see  how  a  considerable  increase  in  our  appro- 
priation over  that  of  last  year  is  to  be  avoided.  Even  though 
there  should  be  no  increase  in  trolly  fares,  our  transportation 
cost  seems  likely  to  be  about  $600  more  than  last  year.  Your 
committee  was  represented  at  hearings  held  here  and  at  Bos- 
ton, relating  to  a  proposed  increase  in  trolly  fares. 

At  these  hearings  your  committee  protested  against  in- 
crease of  fares,  but  if,  as  seems  not  improbable,  permission  is 
given  the  company  to  increase  fare  the  amount  needed  in  ex- 


7 


cess  of  last  year  for  the  item  of  transportation  will  consider- 
ably exceed  $600. 

Increased  cost  of  living  impelled  the  grade  teachers,  with 
but  one  or  two  exceptions,  to  send  to  the  committee  a  request 
for  increases  in  salaries.  The  committee  did  not  feel  able  to 
accede  to  the  request  in  full,  but  an  increase  was  made.  This 
increase  and  addition  to  teaching  force  make  necessary  the  sum 
of  $3,000  over  last  year's  allotment. 

It  has  been  the  practice  to  contract  for  the  coal  supply, 
accepting  the  offer  of  the  lowest  bidder,  quality  considered. 
Owing  to  the  coal  shortage  and  the  general  uncertainty,  con- 
tracts for  the  full  amount  needed  could  not  be  arranged;  but 
an  agreement  was  made  for  the  filling  of  the  bins  at  Palmer 
village,  Thorndike  and  Three  Rivers.  This  amount  is  of 
course  not  sufficient  to  carry  through,  but  it  is  hoped  that 
fore  this  supply  is  consumed,  the  market  may  afford  more. 
Next  year,  if  coal  is  procurable,  it  is  likely  to  be  at  an  in- 
creased cost. 

Much  school  insurance  expires  now  or  soon,  and  renewals 
take  place  at  an  increased  cost.  The  requirements  in  relation 
to  insurance  are  rather  clearly  delineated  by  law,  and  we  find 
that  insurance  is  likely  to  call  for  the  sum  of  $900  additional 
this  year. 

Your  committee  in  making  known  these  increased  needs 
is  not  unmindful  of  the  many  burdens  present  and  to  come, 
and  is  endeavoring  to  keep  costs  down,  so  far  as  is  consistent 
with  true  economy.  There  have  been  frequent  meetings,  which 
were  well  attended. 

The  personnel  of  the  board  has  had  but  one  change,  by 
which  the  board  suffered  the  lost  of  Mr.  William  Kerrigan  by 
resignation,  whose  place  was  filled  by  the  election  of  Mr. 
Henry  Foley. 
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COMPARISON  OF  RECOMMENDATIONS. 


1918 

1917 

Increase 

General  Expenses, 

$3,615.00 

$3,490.00 

$125.00 

Teachers  Salaries 

33,535.00 

30,150.00 

3,385.00 

Text  Books  and.  Supplies, 

3,000.00 

3,000.00 

0.00 

Transportation, 

3,970.00 

3,080.00 

890.00 

Tanitors*  Service, 

3,135.00 

2,765.00 

370.00 

Fuel  and  Light, 

5,900.00 

4.450.00 

1,450.00 

Maintenance  of  Buildings 

and  Grounds, 

1,200.00 

1,000.00 

200.00 

Rent, 

300.00 

.  150.00 

150.00 

Repairs  of  School  Buildings, 

1,000.00 

800.00 

200.00 

Music,  Manual  Training  and 

Drawing, 

2,400.00 

2,100.00 

300.00 

Commercial, 

3,800.00 

3,700.00 

100.00 

Furniture  and  Furnishings, 

600.00 

600.00 

0.00 

Other  Expenses, 

2,035.00 

1,100.00 

935.00 

$64,490.00 

$56,385.00 

$8,105.00 

Respectively  submitted, 

DR.  GEORGE  A.  MOORE, 
JOHN  F.  SHEA, 
DR.  JOHN  F.  FtOCHE, 
SAMUEL  E.  THAYER, 
JAMES  WILSON, 
HENRY  M.  FOLEY, 

School  Committee. 
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Report  of  Superintendent  of  Schools 


To  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Palmer : 

Gentlemen : — I  herewith  present  my  seventh  annual  report 
as  Superintendent  of  Schools  in  Palmer.  This  is  the  twenty- 
fifth  in  the  series  of  reports  issued  by  the  superintendents  of 
the  town. 

INTRODUCTION. 

In  writing  the  report  for  the  year  now  ending,  the  present 
existing  world  conditions  will  be  borne  in  mind.  Brevity,  with 
its  consequent  conservation  of  public  resources,  will  be  the 
policy  pursued.  In  addition,  the  effect,  generally  and  locally, 
of  this  war  upon  public  education  will  be  dealt  with  very 
limitedly.  Upon  first  impression,  such  a  discussion  may  seem 
irrelevant  in  a  report  of  this  nature.  Further  thought,  to- 
gether with  careful  study  of  the  suggested, — for  they  will  be 
merely  mentioned — ,  ideas,  will  change  this  preconception. 

Before  beginning  such  discussion,  very  brief  statements 
about  matters  of  a  peculiarly  local  nature  will  be  made. 

ATTENDANCE. 

The  attendance  statistics  continue  to  indicate  healthy  school 
conditions.  The  percentage  of  attendance,  95.96%,  is  .48% 
less  than  the  highest  ever  attained — 96.44%.  There  was  an 
increase  in  tardiness,  there  being  208  cases  against  151  the 
year  before.  The  total  number  of  half-day  attendances  last 
year  was  516,754.  In  other  words,  there  were  516,754  chances 
for  tardiness.  The  cases  of  failure  in  these  516,754  chances 
were  208.  By  still  another  method  of  comparison,  only  one 
out  of  every  2,485  failed  to  report  promptly,  or  the  percentage 
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of  tardiness  based  upon  chances  was  .04%  or  1/25%.  There 
were  249  pupils  who  were  neither  absent  nor  tardy.  This 
means  that  14-2/5%  of  the  average  membership  was  perfect 
in  attendance. 

COST. 

Comparisons  given  in  this  report  year  by  year  have  shown 
that  Palmer's  cost  per  pupil  is  one  of  the  lowest  in  the  entire 
state. 

The  total  cost  for  the  fiscal  year  just  elapsed  was  S56,- 
505.26;  the  average  membership,  1,791.77;  the  cost  per  pupil 
in  average  membership,  $31.53.  For  the  previous  fiscal  year, 
the  corresponding  figures  were: — Total  cost,  $53,115.29;  aver- 
age membership,  1,719.17;  cost  per  pupil,  $30.90.  The  in- 
creased cost  per  pupil  was  $.63.  Taking  due  cognizance  of 
rising  costs — an  acute  reality  since  war  was  declared  in  the 
spring — into  consideration,  the  increased  cost  is  small.  If 
present  high  prices  continue  to  prevail — they  undoubtedly  will 
for  some  time — ,  the  cost  per  pupil,  as  well  as  the  total  cost,  will 
rise  very  materially. 

Some  of  the  present  increases  within  a  year  average 
as  follows :— Coal,  25%;  paper,  100  to  200%;  books,  10  to 
15%;  transportation,  40  to  50%.  The  coal  increase  amounts 
to  some  $1,000.  Such  individual  increases  make  a  marked 
impression  on  total  expenditures.  The  increased  cost  of 
school  operation  is  a  fact — not  a  theory— and  must  be  faced. 

Some  saving  can  be  effected  possibly  by  a  very  close  study 
of  all  needs.  Such  a  practice  will  not  be  an  innovation.  It 
may  be  possible  to  be  still  more  scrutinous  in  the  future.  True 
economy  is  not  effected  by  failure  to  supply  actual  needs.  What 
is  essential  for  effective  work  must  be  supplied.  Any  curtail- 
ment that  produces  lessened  efficiency  is  not  economy.  Penu- 
riousness  and  parsimony  in  running  a  business  organization  are 
not  economy.  To  strike  the  happy  medium  between  excessive 
niggardliness  and  extravagant  liberality  is  the  desired  practice. 

Any  elimination  of  necessary  courses  or  failure  to  supply 
working  tools  should  not  be  considered.  '  In  times  like  these, 
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even  better  preparation  than  previously  given  should  be  made 
available.  Our  coming  citizens — the  boys  and  girls  of  to-day — 
need  it;  our  country  will  sorely  need  them.  Both  will  have 
serious  after-war  problems  presented  them  for  solution,  prob- 
lems that,  if  settled  right,  will  be  solved  by  mutual  co-opera- 
tion. The  future  welfare  of  both  depends  upon  what  is  given 
them  to-day.  Curtail,  if  we  must,  in  other  things;  curtail  in 
educational  opportunities — NEVER  ! 

EXTENSION  WORK. 

Two  lines  of  extension  work  were  successfully  pursued 
the  past  year — Evening  Schools,  and  Boys'  and  Girls'  Club 
Work. 

EVENING  SCHOOLS. The  m°St  ambitious  Ingram  of  eve- 

ning  school  work  ever  undertaken 

locally  was  attempted  during  the  last  school  year.  Work  in 
commercial  branches,  citizenship  and  illiterate  classes  was  done. 
Reports  from  every  teacher  were  handed  in,  giving  in  detail 
the  progress  made,  the  attitude  of  the  pupils,  and  the  apparent 
results  accruing  from  the  season's  work.  These  reports  indi- 
cate that  the  time  and  money  expended  were  well  and  profit- 
ably spent. 

Several  members  of  the  commercial  classes  bettered  them- 
selves in  position  and  salary  as  a  result  of  their  attendance. 

A  number  of  the  men  attending  the  citizenship  classes 
were  enabled  to  pass  their  final  examination  for  full-fledged 
American  citizenship.  The  examiners  are  very  strongly  in- 
sistent that  applicants  coming  from  countries  of  different 
speech  and  customs  in  the  main  from  those  practised  here  shall 
attend  such  classes. 

School  authorities  throughout  the  country  have  for  years 
realized  the  absolute  necessity  of  evening  school  work.  The 
public,  in  many  places,  have  failed  to  appreciate  the  significance 
of  it  and  have  refused  to  give,  or  have  given  niggardly,  money 
from  the  public  treasury  for  its  support.  Many  have  shared 
the  oft-expressed  feeling  that  public  money  should  not  be  spent 
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to  educate  "these  foreigners."  Now,  those  who  have  been  able 
to  readjust  their  view  point — most  of  us  have  had  to  do  this, 
whether  we  desire  to  or  not — see  that  more  of  this  work  would 
have  tended  to  eliminate  much  of  the  hyphenation  which  has 
caused  so  much  trouble  lately.  America  is  the  "melting  pot" 
of  nations.  Heat  is  necessary  for  any  melting  process.  A  com- 
plete amalgamation  is  impossible  unless  all  elements  are  pro- 
perly prepared  for  the  uniform  compound.  Day  schools  for 
the  younger,  night  schools  for  the  older — these  have  been  the 
heat  for  the  melting  pot. 

Evening  schools  ought  never  again  to  be  compelled  to  en- 
treat for  public  money. 


Enrollment, 

Average  Membership, 

Average  Attendance, 

Per  Cent  of  Attendance, 

Tardiness, 

Perfect  in  Attendance, 


ATTENDANCE. 


High  Elementary  Total 

$396.50  $660.50  $1,067.00 

21.88  118.62  140.50 

336.15  15.45  351.60 


$794.57  $1,559.10 


$19.86 

$38.72 

6.13 

15.71 

8.25 

20.25 

.15 

.39 

.21 

.51 

Teachers'  Salaries, 
Janitors'  Salaries, 
Text  Books  and  Supplies, 

Total,  $754.53 

Cost  per  Night — 40  nights,  $18.86 

Cost  Based  on  Average  Membership,  9.58 

Cost  Based  on  Average  Attendance,  12.00 

Cost  per  Pupil  per  Night  (Av.  Mem.),  .24 

Cost  per  Pupil  per  Night  (Av.  Attend.),  .30 


High.  T.  R.  Thorn.  Bond.  Palmer  Total 

117  72  33  39  29  290 

78.74  49.20  24.61  23.17  16.35  192.07 

62.83  42.84  20.55  20.85  12.05  159.12 

79.79  87.30  83.36  89.97  73.70  82.84 

1  2  0  0  0  3 

2  8  0  2  0  12 

COST. 
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BOYS'  AND  GIRLS'  CLUBS.  TLhe  SeCOnd  a"emP'  at  a" 

enlevement  club  work  was 

highly  successful.    The  number  enrolled  this  summer  in  the 

various  projects  was  : 

Home  Economics  Club,  48 

Small  Vegetable  Gardens,  213 

Market  Garden  (1/20  acre),  5 

Potato,  33 

Pig,                              *  19 

Poultry,  9 

Canning,  126 

Total,  453 

Number  failing  to  complete  work,  15 
The  financial  statement  is : 

RECEIPTS. 

Appropriation  by  Town,  $200.00 

Contributed  by  Hampden  Co.  League,  216.20 

Total,  -    $416.20 

EXPENDITURES. 

John  E.  Hurley,  Garden  Supervisor,  $150.00 

Ethel  Spooner,  Canning  Supervisor,  50.00 

Mr.  Trask  and  Miss  Price,  12  days,  84.00 

Mr.  Erickson  and  Miss  Munson,  \2l/2  days,  50.00 

Stenographers — 12  days,  15.00 

Automobile— 800  miles  at  7  cents,  56.00 

Meals  and  Carfare,  11.20 

Total,    $416.20 


The  enrollment  was  more  than  double  that  of  last  year. 
The  value  of  products  was  far  in  excess,  in  spite  of  the  heavy 
loss  entailed  by  the  early  frost  and  freeze  in  September.  Ex- 
cellent yields  of  vegetables  were  secured;  pigs,  two  of  which 
won  prizes  at  exhibitions,  of  good  quality  were  raised;  con- 
siderably over  3,000  cans  were  put  up.  Fifteen  out  of  453 
failed  to  complete  their  projects.   This  means  that  3%  failed. 

The  previous  year  Palmer  was  warded  a  silver  cup,  second 
prize  in  the  contest  of  Jarge  towns  in  the  State.  The  work 
this  year  is  superior  in  every  particular.    Other  towns  may 
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have  made  a  greater  proportional  improvement.  If  so,  Palmer 
may  not  get  a  prize ;  but  the  other  towns  will  have  done  some 
very  fine  work. 

Without  any  exception,  the  work  of  the  Canning  Club  in 
Three  Rivers,  as  club  work,  excels  anything  in  this  section  of 
the  State.  This  club  has  put  up  some  3,000  quarts  of  fruits, 
vegetables,  and  greens. 

So  many  of  the  girls  engaged  in  canning  would  not  get 
this  instruction  in  any  other  way — in  fact,  many  of  them  go 
home  and  teach  their  parents — that  it  is  evident  that  this  work 
is  necessary. 

The  Town  should  appropriate  $300  for  this  work  next 
year.    The  money  will  be  well  invested. 

COMMERCIAL  DEPARTMENT. 

The  call  for  graduates  of  this  department  is  still  very 
strong.  The  past  year  has  been  an  unusual  one  in  its  demand 
for  help  in  all  lines.  Before  school  closed  last  June,  twelve  of 
the  fourteen  members  of  the  graduating  class  had  been  placed 
in  positions.  Had  we  had  the  available  material,  many  more 
applications  could  have  been  filled.  Pupils  were  placed  in 
positions  paying  from  $400  to  $1,050  per  year.  The  average 
weekly  wage  per  graduate  was  about  $13. 

It  is  a  fairly  safe  assertion  to  state  that  the  sixty  graduates 
now  working  are  earning  a  combined  yearly  wage  of  nearly 
$40,000. 

The  department  is  thoroughly  justified  in  feeling  proud 
of  its  record,  if  it  cares  to  feel  so. 

SCHOOL  ACCOMMODATIONS. 

The  present  superintendent  of  schools  wishes  to  place 
himself,  positively  and  unequivocally,  upon  record  with  this 
statement — Palmer  can  no  longer  delay  in  providing  additional 
school  room.  In  making  this  statement,  he  feels  that  he  is  per- 
fectly within  all  bounds  of  truth,  courtesy,  and  patience,  for 
this  is  the  seventh  time  that  he  has  called  to  the  attention  of 
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the  voters  the  necessity  of  such  action.  One  actual  response 
only  has  been  made— the  addition  to  the  liondsville  School— 
and  that  need  was  emphasized  in  his  first  report,  in  1912. 

In  the  1913  report  appears  this: — "Before  many  years,  the 
Town  of  Palmer  will  have  to  do  something  to  take  care  of  this 
increasing  enrollment."    This  related  to  the  1 'aimer  building. 

In  1914,  a  full  treatment  of  school  capacity,  covering  four 
and  one-half  pages,  giving  average  membership  figures  for 
twenty  years,  making  estimates  of  the  number  of  years  that 
these  buildings  would  house  pupils — with  and  without  addi- 
tions— ,  was  given. 

In  the  other  report  for  1914,  school  crowding  was  again 
noted. 

In  1915,  appears  this  recommendation — "That  the  neces- 
sity of  increased  accommodations  in  the  housing  capacity  of 
school  children  in  the  village  of  Palmer  he  brought  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  voters,  in  whatever  way  you  deem  best,  for  im- 
mediate action." 

In  1916,  a  treatise  upon  "Combined  Upper  Grades,"  based 
upon  the  building  of  a  new  high  school  and  the  using  of  the 
present  one  for  such  a  purpose,  was  given. 

Several  building  committees  have  been  appointed  and  have 
discharged  their  duties  to  the  best  of  their  abilities ;  yet,  one 
fact  stands  out  clearly — a  single  building,  excepting  the  two- 
room  addition  to  the  Bondsville  School,  of  any  sort  has  not 
"been  erected. 

Unless  this  condition  is  remedied,  but  one  solution  of  the 
problem  can  be  made.  This  solution  is  the  placing  of  some  of 
the  grades  upon  a  part-time  school  day.  This  means  about  one- 
half  of  a  school  day  for  all  pupils  thus  placed.  For  instance, 
Grade  I  will  use  a  room  in  the  morning;  Grade  II,  the  same 
room  in  the  afternoon.  There  is  little  doubt  about  the  public's 
reception  of  such  a  coursej  in  the  writer's  mind;  yet,  no  other 
course  of  action  can  be  taken.  If  the  public  will  not  build 
schools  to  house  their  pupils,  they  must  accept  the  best  sub- 
stitute that  can  be  furnished. 

A  study  of  average  memberships  for  twenty-four  years  is 
here  given.   This  shows  the  growth  of  school  enrollment. 
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AVERAGE  MEMBERSHIP  FOR  TWENTY-FOUR  YEARS. 


All 


Year 

High 

Palmer 

T.  R. 

Thorn. 

Bond. 

Schools 

1893-94 

74. 

230.3 

166. 

194.1 

157.1 

919.7 

1894-95 

73.2 

229.7 

163.6 

216.1 

168.1 

967.5 

1895-96 

72.36 

219.98 

208.86 

224.99 

185.26 

• 

981.8 

1896-97 

75.43 

220.67 

202.97 

226.30 

178.58 

953.83 

1897-98 

77.7 

225.64 

180.08 

217.88 

176.15 

1023.2 

1898-99 

82.58 

249.34 

191.81 

211.53 

198.99 

1050.51 

i  onn  1  c\r\r\ 

1899-1900 

7  A  c 

76.5 

1^1  1A 

262.30 

1  A"?  A  1 

193.41 

235.69 

193.55 

1075.85 

1  aacv  A1 

1900-01 

7 A 

/4. 

lA^  1 A 

263. /4 

11 7  0  c 

Z1/.55 

117  A1 

ZZ/.95 

1(50.65 

1  AC  1  A 

10d1.9 

i  nni  ai 
1901-OZ 

AO  AO 

65.65 

Z/5.55 

ZOO.  45 

11/1  A1 

ZZ4.01 

1  OO  "27 
153.3/ 

AC  C  C O 

935.62 

1  oai  a  "2 
iyOZ-05 

QA  C2 
50.55 

Z54.Z/ 

151.51 

1  CC  7A 

155. /y 

1  AO  1  7 

195.1/ 

A70  Ol 

9/5.5.4. 

1905-04 

A7  A7 

1AO  AO 

1  AA  AO 
160.65 

1  IO  A/l 

155.94 

1  A-?  A  1 

195.41 

1031.64 

1  AA/I  A  C 

1904-05 

1  AQ  1/1 

105. Z4 

515.55 

1  AA  A7 

loy.o/ 

144.4 

1A">  A7 

zoz.y/ 

1  1  A7  A1 
110/.91 

1  AAC  AA 

1  AC  17 

105.Z/ 

.340.5Z 

1 0O  1  c 
15Z.55 

1  A/1  A9 
104.0Z 

11  Q  AC? 

Z15.05 

1  AO  1  A7 

1054.0/ 

1906-07 

1 1 1 .22 

357.43 

1  *7*7  A*7 

1/7.97 

1  "7  "7  A 

1/7A 

OA  A  C  A 

204.64 

1  A-JA  1  4 

1039.24 

1907-08 

116.2 

330.5 

179.87 

173.29 

201.82 

1151.19 

1 903-09 

104.8 

378.5 

215.71 

184.65 

209.94 

1193.56 

1909-10 

113.27 

384.22 

260.72 

189.54 

203.74 

1243.56 

1910-11 

121.13 

371.21 

288.35 

197.68 

222.35 

1298.9 

1911-12 

136.86 

431.53 

294.32 

209.11 

235.64 

1411.33 

1912-13 

143.78 

437.57 

312.80 

215.14 

239.09 

1433.71 

1913-14 

154.85 

461.18 

346.07 

228.93 

253.07 

1526.97 

1914-15 

164.20 

487.34 

376.78 

261.83 

265.11 

1640.54 

1915-16 

158.3 

502.83 

398.8 

274.89 

283.71 

1709.09 

1916-17 

146.37 

521.69 

407.52 

284.58 

278.50 

1728.15 

*1917-18 

185.50 

548.73 

457.32 

309.25 

308.95 

1908.67 

♦Figures  of  month  of  November. 


ANTICIPATED  AVERAGE  MEMBERSHIPS. 
Based  on  Assumed  Rates  of  Increase.  ( 
(This  table  was  made  out  in  1914). 

All 


High 

Palmer 

T.  R. 

Thorn. 

Bond. 

Schools 

Rate 

7% 

5% 

8% 

4% 

3% 

5% 

Year 

1915-16 

175 

501 

396 

271 

273 

1722 

1916-17 

187 

526 

428 

282 

281 

1808 

1917-18 

200 

552 

462 

293 

289 

189S 

Capacity  of  Buildin 

gs 

Comfortable 

230 

440 

320 

320 

320 

1730 

Crowded 

250 

480 

360 

360 

360 

1920 

17 


Note  the  table  immediately  preceding.  This  shows  the 
"comfortable"  and  the  "crowded"  capacities  of  these  buildings. 
Compare  present  average  memberships  with  these  capacities. 
In  computing  high  school  average  membership,  add  forty, 
which  represents  the  number  of  grade  pupils  in  the  building. 

W  hat  is  the  result  of  this  comparison?  The  high  school, 
with  the  grade  room,  is  now  at  "comfortable"  capacity,  the  en- 
rollment being  220.  The  I 'aimer  Grammar  School  is  about 
70  above  "comfortable"  and  30  above  "crowded"  capacity,  with- 
out counting  the  40  in  the  high  school.  With  this  40  included, 
the  excesses  are  110  and  70.  The  Three  Rivers  Grammar 
School  is  137  and  97  larger  in  average  membership  than  in 
capacities.  Four  rooms  are  housed  in  Pickering  Hall,  two  of 
them  being  opened  there  this  fall.  The  Thorndike  Grammar 
School,  with  an  average  membership  of  309,  is  11  under  "com- 
fortable" and  51  under  "crowded"  capacity.  Bondsville  aver- 
ages about  the  same  as  Thorndike. 

Taking  all  of  the  buildings  as  a  whole,  they  are  178  over 
"comfortable"  and  12  under  "crowded"  capacities. 

This  should  be  sufficient  evidence  of  the  need  of  imme- 
diate action.  If  not,  add  to  these  conditions  the  undoubted  ad- 
ditional congestion  that  the  enlargement  of  the  works  of  the 
Wright  Wire  Co.  will  cause. 
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ABSENCES. 

From  October  30,  1916,  to  the  end  of  the  school  year  in 
June,  1917,  a  period  of  30  weeks,  reports  were  sent  weekly  to 
the  Superintendent  upon  the  reasons  for  absence.  The  in- 
formation was  desired  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  to  what 
extent  various  physical  defects  were  contributing  causes. 

The  completed  tabulation  is : 


.2? 

alme 

rJ 

horn. 

o 

5 

Abs 
[lines 

n " 

l-H 

in 

Throat, 

45 

178 

94 

43 

63 

19 

5 

9 

416 

7.65% 

Teeth, 

16 

55 

36 

26 

22 

5 

4 

i 

3.03% 

Stomach, 

45 

167 

79 

39 

53 

22 

6 

0 

403 

7.41% 

Headache, 

81 

136 

138 

44 

58 

16 

0 

1 

474 

8.72% 

Cold, 

84 

247 

172 

76 

88 

46 

9 

17 

739 

13.62% 

Eye, 

5 

11 

15 

5 

1 

1 

0 

0 

38 

.69% 

Ear, 

2 

31 

31 

12 

18 

2 

0 

0 

96 

1.76% 

Rheumatism, 

5 

13 

6 

2 

8 

1 

1 

0 

36 

.66% 

Grippe, 

12 

17 

9 

26 

12 

1 

0 

0 

77 

1.41% 

Nerves, 

6 

0 

1 

0 

8 

0 

0 

0 

15 

.27% 

Broken  Bones, 

0 

8 

1 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

12 

.22% 

Croup, 

0 

12 

2 

2 

2 

4 

0 

0 

22 

.44% 

Chicken  Pox, 

0 

28 

7 

3 

1 

1 

0 

0 

40 

.73% 

Measles, 

1 

133 

2 

0 

8 

21 

0 

0 

164 

3.01% 

Scarlet  Fever, 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

.00% 

Diphtheria, 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

.05% 

Skin  Disease, 

0 

4 

11 

8 

11 

1 

0 

0 

35 

.64% 

Whooping  Cough, 

1 

2 

63 

25 

0 

0 

0 

0 

91 

1.67% 

Pediculosis, 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

.05% 

Mumps, 

0 

14 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

15 

.27% 

Totals, 

303 

1058 

671 

311 

356 

141 

25 

28  2844 

60.2  % 

The  above  table  shows  that  60%  of  all  absences  was  due 
to  illness  ;  40%,  to  other  causes.  The  percentage  of  absences 
was  4.04%  for  the  school  year.  Of  this,  60%  was  due  to  ill- 
ness;  40%,  to  other  causes.  Therefore,  the  percentage  of  ab- 
sence due  to  illness  was  2.424%  ;  to  other  causes,  1.616%. 
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The  percentage  due  to  other  causes  than  illness  was  ex- 
tremely small.  The  fact  that  stands  out  clearly  is  that 
many  of  the  illnesses  are  from  defects  that  can  be  elimi- 
nated by  proper  attention  being"  given  to  the  causes. 

REPORT  OF  PHYSICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

Physical  examinations  for  some  defects  were  made  at  the 
time  of  the  examination  for  infantile  paralysis.. 

Reports  were  sent  home  and  inquiry  was  made  as  to  what 
was  done  by  parents  relative  to  the  conditions  reported. 

These  tables  give  the  results  for  the  grades : 


DEFECTIVE  TEETH. 


<n 
V 

'■n 
c: 

u 

o 

o 
H 

Done 

8 

Failed  to  Get 
Notice 

Grade 

Total  N( 

Treated 

Attended 

Nothing 

Left  Toi 

I 

121 

28 

5 

84 

4 

0 

II 

138 

28 

5 

94 

6 

5 

III 

130 

32 

24 

64 

6 

4 

IV 

96 

23 

4 

61 

4 

4 

V 

60 

15 

8 

34 

3 

0 

VI 

70 

19 

7 

35 

8 

1 

VII 

60 

21 

0 

31 

8 

0 

VIII 

25 

7 

3 

13 

2 

0 

IX 

22 

13 

0 

8 

1 

0 

Totals, 

722 

186 

56 

424 

42 

14 

20 

DEFECTIVE  TONSILS. 


o 
- 

0 

0 

6 

H 

p 

c 

■-  u 

ta 

-■4 

o 

| 

IE 

0 

< 

I 

41 

1 

"T 

00 

1 
1 

u 

II  . 

30 

5 

22 

3 

0 

Ill 

33 

4 

27 

2 

0 

IV 

42 

5 

1  i 
30 

3 

1 

V 

38 

10 

28 

0 

0 

VI 

25 

3 

19 

3 

0 

VII 

28 

2 

18 

6 

2 

VIII 

12 

1 

10 

1 

0 

IX 

8 

2 

6 

0 

0 

Totals, 

*257 

36 

199 

19 

3 

*  Adenoids  also  in  six  cases. 


The  report  for  the  high  school  follows : 
REPORT  ON  PHYSICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 


Total  Xo. 

Attended 

Nothing 

Cases 

To 

Done 

Defective  Teeth, 

31 

21 

10 

Defective  Tonsils, 

19 

10 

9 

Asthma. 

1 

0 

1 

Slight  Heart  Trouble, 

11 

0 

11 

Totals, 

62 

31 

31 

Summarized,  the  total  cases  numbered  1,041 ;  the  cases 
treated  and  attended  to,  309;  the  cases  in  which  nothing  was 
done,  654;  the  cases  whose  disposition  could  not  be  reported 
because  of  removal  from  town  or  failure  to  receive  notice,-  78. 
Based  on  the  number  of  cases,  1,041,  less  those  unable  to  re- 
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port,  78,  which  is  963,  the  percentage  of  parents  who  did  some- 
thing was  32%  ;  who  did  nothing,  68%. 

Due  allowance  being  made  for  all  obstacles,  the  32%  is 
a  good  showing.  It  seems  hard  to  conceive  it  to  be  a  fact  that 
68%  of  all  parents  notified  failed  to  show  any  interest  in  the 
physical  welfare  of  their  children.  This  condition  may  not  be 
so;  if  not,  the  investigation  was  faulty  at  some  point. 

Such  attempts  to  help  correct  physical  defects  in  school 
children  are  never  more  successful  than  the  local  one  was 
where  no  school  nurse  is  employed  to  do  follow-up  work.  The 
one  big  factor  in  successful  school  health  work  is  the  school 
nurse.  A  combination  position  of  truant  officer,  census  enum- 
erator, and  school  nurse,  filled  by  the  right  woman,  would 
more  than  repay  in  good  work  any  expenditure  of  money  in- 
volved in  such  procedure. 

EFFECT  OF  WAR  ON  EDUCATION. 

No  single  phase  of  world  endeavor  can  be  found  today 
which  has  not  felt  sharply  the  effect  of  the  world  war. 

Education  has  felt  it  in  several  ways.  In  some  ways,  it 
has  felt  its  bitterness.  The  chief  effect,  nevertheless,  has  been 
the.  strong  realization  of  the  necessity  of  right  education.  We 
find  in  Germany  an  example  of  mis-education,  a  people  tra- 
duced by  a  false  philosophy  deliberately  taught  them ;  in  Rus- 
sia, a  people  deliberately  deprived  of  an  education.  We  know 
now  what  both  mean.  In  contrast,  we  have  the  fine,  temperate, 
altruistic,  charitable — firm  and  determined,  nevertheless — tem- 
per of  the  United  States.  Each  condition  is  due  to  the  educa- 
tional plan  of  each  country. 

•  All  countries  now  realize  the  value  of  good  schools.  In 
fact,  nearly  every  branch  of  service  is  now  being  taught  by 
present-day  school  methods.  All  are  declaring  that  nothing 
must  interfere  with  the  education  of  the  young  people  of  school 

What  the  night  schools  have  done  with  illiterates  and  in 
citizenship-making  is  now  seen.  The  only  regret  is  that  they 
did  not  have  the  means  to  do  more. 
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The  ultimate  result  will  be  that,  as  never  before,  the  public 
schools  of  all  countries  will  be  supported.  While  the  people 
as  a  whole  may  forget  the  lesson  learned,  those  in  charge  of 
the  destinies  of  the  various  nations  will  never  allow  their 
country  to  fall  behind  because  of  lack  of  education  amon?  the 
masses. 

Much  as  we  abhor  the  philosophy  of  Germany,  we  give 
her  credit  as  being  a  nation  whose  economic  development  was 
marvelous.  "This  condition  was  brought  about,"  in  accordance 
with  the  expressed  views  of  President  Vanderlip  of  the  Na- 
tional City  Bank  of  New  York,"  in  spite  of  paucity  of  natural 
resources  and  of  being  not  signally  gifted  with  inventive  genius 
or  artistic  temperament,  by  her  schools."  "The  schoolmaster," 
he  says,  "is  the  great  cornerstone  of  her  remarkable  industrial 
success."  All  who  have  watched  events  appreciate  this.  No 
nation  means  to  be  a  laggard  in  this  development  when  peace 
is  once  more  restored.  The  schools  will  come  into  their  just 
recognition. 

A  new  era  is  dawning.  The  world  will  soon  be  governed 
by  the  people  themselves  in  some  form  of  democracy  or  con- 
stitutional monarchy.  World  demorcacy  can  not  depend  upon 
military  and  industrial  preparedness  alone  for  its  perpetuation. 
It  can  not  exist  long  unless  the  political  and  social  organiza- 
tions are  sane  and  safe,  and  are  controlled  by  a  real  social  con- 
sciousness and  altruism.  Wealth  and  territory  do  not  make  a 
nation  great.  A  truly  great  nation  is  one  whose  spirit,  tradi- 
tions, and  emotions — the  main  springs  of  life — are  right.  To 
develop  such  broad  ideals  of  true  citizenship  is  the  task  of  the 
school. 

Huxley  defined  education's  mission  as  "the  development 
of  the  mind  into  a  clear,  cold  logic  machine ;"  Milton,  as  "the 
litting  of  the  individual  to  perform  skillfully,  justly,  and  mag- 
nanimously all  the  arts  of  peace  and  war."  The  real  educa- 
tion must  comprise  both,  as  the  reasoning  mind,  uncontrolled 
by  justice  and  magnanimity,  is  prone  to  do  evil.  Emphasis  in 
America's  educational  scheme  has  always  been  laid  upon  skill, 
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justice,  and  magnanimity,  and  will  be  still  more  strongly  laid 
in  the  future.  Other  nations,  especially  the  Central  Powers, 
must  do  likewise. 

The  social  and  moral  questions  arising  after  this  war  are 
large  questions;  they,  in  reality,  will  exceed  in  importance  the 
winning  of  the  war.  Progressive  German  thinkers  are  already 
admitting  that  the  Allies  will  win  a  moral,  if  not  actual,  vic- 
tory. For  the  solution  of  these  questions,  boys  and  girls  of 
physical  fitness,  of  strength  of  brain,  of  soundness  of  mind,  of 
skill  of  hand,  of  abundant  patriotism,  of  braveness  of  heart,  of 
fairness  of  judgment,  of  broadness  of  vision,  of  breadth  of 
ideals,  all  of  which  are  dedicated  to  the  cause  of  human  justice, 
freedom,  and  brotherhood,  must  be  turned  out  of  our  schools 
and  the  schools  of  the  world.   This  is  the  big  job  of  the  schools. 

Even  now  throughout  this  country  the  schools  have  re- 
dedicated  themselves  to  this  task  as  an  immediate  war  effect. 
While  this  great  conflict  rages,  American  children  are  not  being 
filled  with  hate  and  rancor.  They  are  being  taught  to  be  firm 
and  determined,  yet  charitable  and  generous.  They  are  being- 
taught  the  feeling  that  prompts  the  surgeon  to  remove  the 
cancer — though  he  may  hurt  the  patient,  he  does  it,  not  through 
dislike  of  patient,  but  through  desire  to  save  a  human  life. 

Two  great  benefits  will  come  to  education,  locally,  nation- 
ally, and  internationally : — First,  education  will  be  properly 
evaluated,  and  will  therefore  be  universally  and  liberally  sup- 
ported, morally  and  financially ;  second,  education,  everywhere, 
will  be  an  attempt  to  educate,  not  merely  hand  and  head,  as 
formerly  practised  in  many  places,  but  hand,  and  head,  and 
soul.  Then  the  skillful  hand  and  reasoning  head  will  be  di- 
rected by  a  soul  that  .will  keep  it  straight. 

Education  never  leads  astray ;  mis-education  always  leads 
astray. 

The  local  effort  to  educate  for  manhood  and  citizenship 
is  strong.  The  main  motive  underlying  all  of  our  work  is  to 
provide  our  boys  and  girls  such  an  education.  While  success, 
immediate  or  ultimate,  is  not  always  achieved,  the  results  in 
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the  large  majority  of  cases  are  not  unsuccessful.  This  is  not 
unseemly  praise,  for  such  a  statement  can  he  made  of  every 
educational  system  in  the  United  States. 

The  American  school  has  been  the  shape r  of  our  past,  is 
the  moulder  of  our  present,  and  will  be  the  designer  of  our 
future  destiny. 

Humble  were  her  beginnings;  modest  are  her  claims;  in- 
estimable are  her  accomplishments. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

Two  recommendations  are  offered : 

(1)  .  That  the  need  of  additional  school  accommodations 
be  still  more  persistently  called  to  the  voters'  attention. 

(2)  .  That  no  curtailment  of  educational  opportunities 
be  made  because  of  increased  financial  burdens  entailed  by 
war. 

CONCLUSION. 

The  necessary  summary  of  important  school  events  of  the 
past  year  has  been  given  in  this  report.  The  main  drive  has 
been  centered  on  the  effects  of  this  war  on  education.  This 
has  been  deemed  wise,  even  though  we  all  may  feel  that  we 
would  like  to  read  one  composition  that  failed  to  mention 
war.  Yet,  what  has  been  said  is  so  true  of,  and  essential  to, 
education's  cause  that,  were  it  omitted,  certain  distinct 
losses  would  be  encountered.  Education's  value  in  a  world 
made  for  man  cannot  be  over-stated  or  over-emphasized. 

Let  us  realize  her  worth  and  pay  her  a  just  recognition. 
This  we  can  do  in  one  worthy  way  only — by  financially  and 
morally  giving  her  liberal  support. 

For  a  continuance  of  helpful  guidance  and  rigid  support, 
the  School  Committee  deserve  the  highest  commendation;  of 
friendliness  and  patience,  the  public  merit  the  due  recognition 
herein  given.  Again,  as  so  often  given  in  these  reports,  attesta- 
tion to  the  loyalty,  whole-heartedness,  and  effectiveness  of  the 
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teaching  force  is  made,  for  the  teachers  arc  the  real  corner- 
stone of  Palmer's  educational  structure.  They  are  the  real 
warriors  of  peace  who  light  to  make  the  United  States  and 
the  world  "safe  for  democracy." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CLIFTON  H.  HOBSON, 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 
Palmer.  Massachusetts,  December  11,  1917. 


Appendix 


A.    GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


I.  Population. 

Census  of  1910,  8,610 

School  Population,  September  1,  1916,  5  to  15  years  of  age,  1,767 

School  Population,  September  1,  1917,  5  to  16  years  of  age,  2,006 

II.  Pupils. 

Number  of  children  in  town,  September  1,  as  taken  from  the  school 
census  and  registers : 

1915-16  1916-17 

Between  ages  7  and  14,                                        1,269  1,334 

Aggregate  enrollment,  Sept.  to  June,                     1,921  1,934 

Average  daily  attendance,                                      1,644.14  1,658.40 

Average  number  belonging,                                   1,709.09  1,728.14 

Per  Cent  of  attendance,                                            96.2  95.96 

Average  number  of  pupils  to  each  teacher : 

In  the  High  School,                                               20  19.33 

In  the  other  schools,                                                37.04  42 


B.  ATTENDANCE  STATISTICS. 
I.    Attendance  by  Schools,  1916-1917. 
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High, 

146.37 
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95.64 

28 
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Palmer  Grammar, 

521.69 

496.13 

94.96 

65 

586 

Thorndike  Grammar, 

284.57 

277.61 

97.1 

43 

320 

Bondsville  Grammar, 

278.5 

268.81 

96.21 

9 

302 

Three  Rivers  Grammar, 

407.52 

391.89 

96.17 

29 

444 

Wire  Mill, 

54.56 

51.69 

94.90 

22 

69 

Palmer  Center, 

22.24 

21.94 

97.59 

9 

26 

Shorley, 

12.69 

12.39 

97.63 

3 

13 

Totals, 


1,728.14    l,6o8.40      95.96     208  1,934 
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II.    Fer  Cent,  of  Attendance  by  Buildings. 
1916—1917. 


School.  Per  Cent. 

Shorley,  97.63 

Palmer  Center,  97.59 

Thorndike  Grammar,  97.1 

Bondsville  Grammar,  96.21 

Three  Rivers  Grammar,  96.17 

High,  95.64 

Palmer  Grammar,  94.96 

Wire  Mill,  94.90 


III.    Distribution  of  Pupils  by  Classes  in  Schools, 
November  1,  1917. 
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Freshman,  84  84 

Sophomore,  26  26 

Junior,  34  34 

Senior,  40  40 
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88 
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52 
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Grade  II, 

59 

82 

54 

49 

Grade  III, 

65 

61 

39 

50 

Grade  IV, 

68 

55 

43 

41 

Grade  V, 

84 

45 

34 

28 

Grade  VI, 

67 

33 

25 

27 

Grade  VII, 

59 

34 

31 

26 

Grade  VIII, 

49 

31 

24 

15 

Grade  IX, 

31 

24 

12 

9 

Totals,  570     467     314     315      68     19     13     186  1,952 
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IV.    Age  and  Grade  Distribution  Table  in 
Elementary  Schools,  November  1,  1917. 


GRADE. 


Age 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

V 

VI 

VII 

VIII 

IX 

Totals 

5 

147 

147 

6 

135 

92 

7 

234 

7 

oc 

o 
O 

TOO 

8 

9 

1L 

75 

59 

3 

193 

9 

3 

21 

48 

66 

54 

4 

196 

10 

5 

19 

53_ 

67 

36 

2 

176 

11 

4 

7 

18 

34 

55 

41 

3 

162 

12 

3 

13 

20 

3l_ 

50 

40 

3 

160 

13 

1 

1 

4 

14 

25 

52 

34 

181 

14 

2 

1 

3 

1 

8 

7 

19_ 

26 

67 

15 

2 

2 

3 

9_ 

16 

16 

2 

4 

6 

Totals, 

348 

264 

235 

226 

193 

153 

152 

119 

76 

1,766 

Above 
Normal 
Age, 

15 

30 

31 

40 

35 

33 

9 

5 

4 

202 

Per  Cent 
Above 
Normal 
Age, 

4.31 

11.36 

13.19 

17.69 

18.13 

21.56 

5.92 

4.20 

5.26 

11.43 

The 

figures  printed  above  the 

black 

line 

indicate  the 

number  of 

pupils  within  and  below  the  normal  grade  age. 
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Record  of  Permanent  Withdrawals  and  Reasons  of 
Pupils  from  September,  1916  to  July,  1917. 


^  1  _§  S  c  I  Z 
X      £      P       H        °       S  H 


pq 

Removal  from  Town,  4  49       11       16  12  92 

Going  to_  Work,  22  10        6      18  14      11  81 

Illness,  3  2        3        4  3  15 

Failure  to  do  Work,  10  10 

Death,  2  2       2       2  2  8 

Immaturity,  3  3 

Expelled,  1  1 

Enlistment,  1  1 

Totals,  40  63      22      44  31       11  211 


VI.    Average  Number  of  Pupils  Per  Teacher 
in  the  Palmer  Public  Schools, 
November  1,  1916  and  1917. 


Enrollment        No.  of     Av.  No.  Pupils 
Teachers    per  Teacher. 


School. 

1917 

1916 

1917 

1916 

1917 

1916 

Palmer  High, 

186 

171 

9 

9 

20.69 

19 

Palmer  Grammar, 

570 

537 

12 

12 

47.5 

44.75 

Three  Rivers  Grammar, 

467 

427 

12 

10 

38.91 

42.7 

Kondsville  Grammar, 

315 

283 

8 

8 

39.38 

35.37 

Thorndike  Grammar, 

314 

293 

8 

8 

39.25 

36.63 

Wire  Mill, 

68 

55 

2 

2 

34 

27.5 

Palmer  Center, 

19 

25 

1 

1 

19 

25 

Shorley, 

13 

13 

1 

1 

13 

13 

All  Schools, 

1,952 

1,804 

53 

51 

36.83 

35.37 

High, 

186 

171 

9 

9 

20.67 

19 

Grades, 

1,666 

1,540 

38 

36 

43.84 

40.52 

Districts, 

100 

93 

4 

4 

25 

23.25 
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C.    PROMOTION  STATISTICS. 
Year  ending  June,  1917. 

I.    Promotions  in  the  Grades. 


upils 
June, 

5^ 

Con- 

loted. 

|£ 

o 

AD 

O  O 

mot 
Jitic 

o  « 
1.2 

£ 

tti 

o  g 

o 

O 

£o 

£  8 

9 

88 

88 

0 

0 

8 

76 

58 

17 

1 

7 

121 

93 

22 

6 

6 

155 

128 

21 

6 

5 

163 

123 

25 

15 

4 

207 

166 

23 

18 

3 

236 

190 

17 

29 

2 

243 

180 

26 

37 

1 

292 

205 

16 

71 

1,581 

1,231 

167 

183 

<3f 

-  O 

0 

1.31 
4.95 
3.87 
9.20 
8.69 
12.28 
15.22 
24.31 

11.57 


II.    Reasons  Ascribed  by  Teacher  for 
Failure  of  Promotion. 


Number 

of  Pupils 

Per 

Cent. 

Inability, 

69 

36 

12-183 

Lack  of  Concentration, 

38 

20 

140-183 

Immaturity, 

18 

9 

153-183 

Absence, 

13 

7 

19-183 

Late  Entrance, 

9 

4 

168-183 

Mentally  Deficient, 

7 

3 

151-183 

Lack  of  Application, 

5 

2 

134-183 

Inattentiveness, 

5 

2 

134-183 

Illness, 

5 

2 

134-183 

Inability  to  Speak  English, 

4 

2 

34-183 

Inability  and  Lack  of  Concentration, 

3 

1 

117-183 

Physical  Condition, 

2 

1 

17-183 

Absence  and  Inability, 

2 

1 

17-183 

Peculiar  Nature  and  Lack  of  Concentration, 

1 

.5 

85-183 

Defective  Hearing, 

1 

.5 

85-183 

Inability  and  Lack  of  Application, 

1 

.5 

85-183 
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JIT.    Repeaters  in  the  Grades. 
November  1,  1917. 


Grade. 

Number 

Number 

Percentage 

Belonging. 

Repeating. 

Repeating. 

1 

348 

70 

20.11 

2 

264 

35  . 

13.25 

3 

235 

29 

12.34 

4 

226 

12 

5.30 

5 

193 

18 

9.32 

6 

153 

10 

6.53 

7 

152 

5 

3.28 

8 

119 

0 

0 

9 

76 

0 

0 

1,766 

179 

10.13 

D.    EMPLOYMENT  CERTIFICATES. 


Employment  (Ages  14-16),  201 

Literate  (Ages  16-21),  319 

Illiterate  (Ages  16-21),  27 

Home  Permit  (Ages  14-16),  5 

Education  Permit,  2 

Vacation  Certificates,  3 

Total,  557 


E.    TABLES  OF  COMPARISON. 
I.   Comparison  of  Attendance  for  Ten  Years. 


Average 

Average 

Year 

Membership 

Attendance 

1907-8 

1,151.19 

1,094.03 

1908-9 

1,193.56 

1,130.3 

1909-10 

1,243.38 

1,157.35 

1910-11 

1.298.9 

1,244.56 

1911-12 

1,411.33 

1,333.62 

1912-13 

1,433.71 

1, -372.99 

1913-14 

1,526.97 

1,471.52 

1914-15 

1,640.54 

1,582.20 

1915-16 

1.709.09 

1,644.14 

1916-17- 

1,728.14 

1,658.40 

Per  Cent  of 
Attendance 

94.49 
95. 
94.7 
95 

95.23 
94.49 
95.76 
96.37 
96.44 
95.96 
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IT.    Table  of  Cost 

1908-9  1909-10 

Total    $32,257.23  $30,744.50 

Average  Membership    1,151.19  1,193.56 

Average  Attendance    1,094.03  1,130.30 

Cost  per  pupil  based 

on  average  membership    $28.02  $25.76 

Cost  per  pupil  based 

on  average  attendance   .'   $29.48  $27.20 

*i914  1915 

General   Expenses    $2,452.79  $2,982.08 

Teachers'   Salaries    18,869.14  25,293.18 

Text  Books  Supplies   2,212.99      '  1,971.55 

Transportation  '  2,294.00  2,635.40 

Janitors'  Services    2,067.25  2,517.50 

Fuel  and  Light   '  3,205.61  3,680.17 

Maintenance  of  Buildings  and  Grounds   913.48  1,323  95 

Repairs  of  School  Buildings   1,1.95.53  505.20 

Music,  Manual  Training  and  Drawing    1,849.53  1,895.48 

Other  Expenses   894.69  1,098.52 

Furniture  and  Furnishings   843.18  937.44 

Rent    104.50  22.50 

Commercial   2,603.46  2,840.49 

Total   $39,506.20  $47,694.46 

Evening  Schools   885.73 

Vacation  School   

$48,580.19 

Average  Membership    1,584.16  1.671.26 

Average  Attendance    1,534.44  1,617.31 

Cost  per  pupil  based  on  average  membership 
excluding    evening    school    and  vacation 

school   $24.94  $28.54 

Cost  per  pupil  based  on  average  membership 
including    evening    school    and  vacation 

school    $29.06 

Cost  per  pupil  based  on  average  attendance 
excluding    evening    school    and  vacation 

school    $25.74  $29.49 

Cost  per  pupil  based  on  average  attendance 
including    evening    school    and  vacation 

school    $30.03 

*  Short  fiscal  year — ten  months  only. 

**  We  have  earned  from  tuition  and  interest  on  funds  about  $1,497.89; 
this  would  reduce  the  actual  costs  per  pupil  to  $30.26,  $30.70,  $31  58, 
and  $32.03,  respectively. 
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Ten  Years  Compared. 

1910-1911 

I'M  1-1912 

1912-1913 

1913-1914 

$35,950.30 

$38,177.54 

$40,060.21 

$43,236.15 

1,243.38 

1 ,298.90 

1,411.33 

1,433.71 

1,157.35 

1,244.56 

1,333.62 

1,372.99 

$28.91 

$29.39 

$28.38 

$30.15 

$31.06  . 

$30.68 

$30.03 

$31.49 

1916 

1917 

$3,140.73 

$3,395.49 

26,996.07 

29, 193.71 

2,338.14 

2,441.52 

2,723.68 

3.156.00 

2,579.01 

2,615.50 

4,113.00 

4,784.96 

922.05 

1 .646.04 

1.627.78 

982.53 

1.971.94 

2,230.05 

91U.lt) 

596.73 

654.14 

175.00 

3.577.48 

3,418.02 

$53,671.77 

$55,716.33 

1.349.45 

788.93 

94.07 

$53,115.29 

$56,505.26 

1,719.17 

1,791.77 

1,650.00 

1,717.09 

$30.06  $31.10** 

$30.90  $31.54** 

$31.31  $32.45** 

$32.19  $32.91** 
Owing  to  a  change  in  the  classification  of  accounts  made  four 
years  ago,  it  has  been  possible  to  compare  in  detail  the  expenses  of  the 
last  four  years  only.    The  amount  expended  annually  is  given  for  the 
previous  six  years. 
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LANG L AG E 

SPOK 

EN  IN 

HOME 

OF 

PUPILS. 

Palmer 

ircc  River; 

mdsville 

lorndike 

istricts 

O 

pq 

H  Q 

[-i 

English, 

168 

393 

104 

88 

72  31 

856 

Polish, 

8 

51 

320 

186 

232  11 

803 

French, 

3 

45 

20 

32 

7  19 

126 

Italian, 

1 

37 

11 

54 

Swedish, 

2 

17 

14 

33 

Danish, 

4 

1 

5 

German, 

4 

4 

8 

"Hebrew, 

1 

1 

7 

9 

Hungarian, 

1 

6 

7 

Lithuanian, 

4 

4 

Portuguese, 

4 

4 

Scotch, 

2 

2 

Greek, 

2 

2 

Total, 

183 

553 

460 

310 

311  101 

1,918 

The  accounts  of  the  School  Department  were  closed  on 
Wednesday,  December  26,  1917. 

At  the  close  of  1917,  the  bills  payable  and  receiveable  were 
as  follows : 

BILLS  PAYABLE 


Yawman  &  Erbe,  office  supplies,  $  2.60 

D.  E.  F.  Radasch,  floor  oil,  11.00 
A.  W.  Holbrook,  use  of  hall,  60.00 


Total,  $73.60 
BIT  LS  RECEIVABLE 

Town  of  Monsori,  Tuition,  $674.27 
Town  of  Ware.  Tuition,  50.00 
Town  of  Greenwich,  Tuition,  37.50 


Total, 


S761.77 


